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CHAPTER I 
THEORETICAL ~JORK OF '!'HE THESIS 
The purpose of this t.hesis is to st.udy the relat.ionship of social position 
and age differential of various Catholic et.hnics living in a homgeneous natural 
social area and their acoeptance of dominant oulture attitudes. The thesis may 
be stated in another form: what is t.he extent and variation in the "Amerioan-
ization" (assilll1la.tion pattems) in terms of their age and social position of a 
select population of Catholic immigrants and their descendants living in a 
relatively homogeneous natural social area. 
This thesis, therefore, will be primarily concerned with the social process 
known as assimilation. Assimilation has been defined as "a process through 
which persons or groups accept and perform one another's pattems of behavior 
so that the resultant patterns are different fro. which the,r originated. lIl 
The process of assimilation was carried on in conjunotion with two other social 
processeB, that of socialization and accommodation in the "Americanizat.ion" 
of Cathol1cs.2 These latter two processes, however, need not concern us here. 
1 Joseph Fiohter, S.J., I'The Americanization of Catholicism," loman 
Catholicism and the American ~ of Life, ad. Thomas T. McAvoy (Notre Dame, 
100., 1960), '"'"PP. -n'3-1l4. - -
2 ~., 113. 
1 
,... 
2 
The main ooncern shall be the measurement of the acceptanoe or rejeotion of 
dominant oulture attitudes b.Y the Catholio ethnio groups sampled aooording to 
their age and sooial position. 
It was antioipated that this sample of Catholio ethnios would acoept the 
attitudes of the dominant oulture in areas that are peripberal to the basio 
values of the Catholic ideology. The question of whether these Catholio ethnios 
would also aooept the dominant oulture attitudes toward some or all of the basio 
values of the Catholio ideology was not investigated. Thomas holds that the 
Catholio minorities will not acoept attitudes that oonfliot witb Catholic 
values,3 even though he states later in the same work: "The overall result is 
that, whereas the divergence of the minority's value system is obvious, praotioe 
reveals a tendenoy to c~nform to prevalent standards."4 It will be one of the 
goals of this thesis to see how extensive 1s this tendency toward attitude 
oonformit,y among the Catholic ethnios studied. 
This examination of the distinctive patterns formed b.Y these Catholic 
ethnios is a repetition of Fichter's question: "To what extent are Catholics in 
this country 'true Americans. f ,,5 What we want to know is the extent to whioh 
3er. John L. Thomas, S.J., The Amerioan Catholio Family (Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., 1956), 13: "Struotural and teohnioal change have been occurring so rapidl 
in our society that the catholio minority, immersed in the general oultural stre In, 
has tended to follow the orowd in making necessary adaptations, excepting where 
suoh action clearly conflicted with obvious Catholio values." 
4Ibid., 15. 
5Joseph Fichter, S.J., "The Americanization of Catholioism," Roman 
Catholioism and the AlRerioan Way of Life, ed. Thomas T. MoAvoy (Notre Dame, 
Ina., 1960),p. lI4. - - --
3 
there might be specific ethnic and/or Catholic attitudes and values and the 
degree of acceptance of the attitudes and values of the so-called "American Wq 
of Life.'f 
This question requires a careful choice of criteria, the norms of measure-
ment that will yield the necessary evidence of the extent of the acceptance of 
American attitudes and norms. Fichter notes that one cannot measure assimila-
t10n by: 1) the amount of tension between Catholics and non-Catholics, or, 2) 
by the relative class status of Catholics, or, 3) on the assumption that catho-
lics possess a sub-culture.6 Later, however, in regard to social status, 
Fichter states: 
• • • one other iDlportant factor of adaptation ought to be noted 
here, the factor of social status. We have said that the degree of 
Allericanization cannot be adequately measured by the extent to which 
Catholics have been distributed throughout the class structure. 
Nevertheless, it can be said that adaptation can be measured by the 
extent to which .American Catholics share the values and patterns of 
people in the particular social class to which they' belong. As a 
matter of fact, it is in the physical geographical region, but es-
pecially in the social class, where a. person finde hiluelt that this 
value sharing is most discernible. Upwardly mob~l~ l!liedle class 
Catholic fud 1 ies tend to have the same aspirations, belong to the 
same clubs, have the same frustrations, treat their adolescent 
chUdren in the same way, hold sDdlar political and economic atti-
tUdes, as other upw~ mobile American families in the neighbor-
hood. 
The factor of social class, or social status, or social position, otters a 
valid approach to the investigation of the ass1m:1latiotl process as it affects 
6Ibid., 11.4-115.. It is to be noted that John L. Thomas does tentatlve:q 
advance-tne concept of the Catholic fami:q as a cultural sUb-system in his book, 
~ AIlerican ~tholic Famil.{ (mglewood Cllffs, N.J., 1956. 
7 Ibid., 124. 
-
4 
the attitudes and values ot Catholic ethnics. It may be helpful 1n determining 
the level ot assimilation an ethnic group has attained. The tact that the 
Catholic ethnic is being absorbed into the "Amerioan Wq of Life" is supported 
by " ••• rata oollected by Sum.l Stouffer SMc!! indioate that the occupation-
al distribution of third-generation Catholics and Protestants difters fro. that 
ot immigrants and the sons ot 1aigrants, but that there is little or no differ-
ence between the occupational status achieved by third-generation Catholics and 
Protestants •••• 8 It would seem then that Catholic ethnics as well as 
Protestant ethnics have accepted the "achievement" value with its emphasis upon 
occupational mobility and its concomitant rise in status position. 
The manitest social mob1l1 ty ot Catholics and their trend toward oontormity 
to ItAmencan Waysff is further emphasized by Lipset and Bendix. They note that 
although Protestant first-generation immigrants are in higher occupational 
positions than Catholic first-generation immigrants, the difterence may be due 
to ethnic and not to religious tactors.9 That is, Protestant 1mndgrants come 
mairll1' trOlll Northern and Western Europe where eduoational achievement is bigh 
and troll high status groups, e.g., English and German. On the other hand, 
Catholic imndgranta come mainly' trOll Southern and Eastern Europe where the 
educational achievement is low and trom low status groups, e.g., Slavs and 
Italians. Lipset and Bendix then conclude: "Hence even the difference between 
Catholio and Protestant imm1grants mq be related to ethnio rather than to 
religious tactors, an interpretation that is given support by the tact that 
8 
Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mob1l1tZ !!! Industrial 
Societl (New York, 1959), pp. 49-50. 
9Ibid., 50. 
-
p 
$ 
there is r"latively little difference 1m the occupations of first and second 
generation German-American Catholics and Protestanta."lO Such data and con-
clusions focus attention on the problem of separating the ethnic factor from 
the religious factor in this investigation. Upset and Bendix suocinctl1' phrase 
the problem: "To state that the etbnic derivation rather tban religion is the 
main reason for the difference between the occupations of American catholics 
and Protestants does not rule out the innuence of religion on rates of social 
mobUitY', although it strongly suggests it should be ruled out. lfll 
Another investigator, Mack, notes that it is possible that American Catho-
licS 1II8.Y' be even more mobUe than American Protestants. J2 Hollingshead and 
Redlich, in their study of recent imigrants similar to this sample group, 
found a definite tendency by upwardly mobile Catholics to convert to Protestant-
ism in order to further facilitate their suooessful movement in the status 
system. They found that success1.'ull.y mobile Catholics either became leaders in 
the Church or convert to Protestantism, princip~ in the Congregational or 
Episcopal denom1nations.13 While such conclusions ~ require more independent 
research to veri.f;r them, it is apparent that several c01'llpetent investigators 
bave found that Catholics have manifested a degree of social mobilitY' that ex-
ceeds even that of Protestants and Jews. 
10lbid., $1. 
11 ~., $1. 
12Raym.ond W. Mack, et al, "The Protestant Ethnio, Level of Aspiration and 
Social MobilitY'S An Pap1r1cal Test," Aaerican Sociologioal Review, XIII (June, 
1956), 299. 
13August B. Hollingshead and Frederich Redlich, Social Class and Mental. 
Illness (New York, 19$8), p. 101. 
p 
6 
Assuming the above to be valid conclusions, we could anticipate that the 
higher the sooial class of an indiv1dual, the greater would be the degree of 
acceptance of the so-called "Amerioan W~ of LifeR whioh is held to be large~ a 
middle-class value system. Fu.rthermore, we may assume that the degree of upward 
JIlObility' should be related in a greater degree to ethnic factors than to rel;jg.iall 
factors in this thesis. Woods touches on this area: "Cultural patterns and the 
values attached thereto will fluctuate from one social. class to another within 
an ethnic group. The values of the urbanized middle classes are Viewed as 
representative of American culture inasmuch as JIlOBt .Americans consider them-
selves middle-class, and it is believed that the middle classes lead in dif-
fusing their values. ,,14 
However, the problem of separating the Catholic factor from the ethnic 
factor still remains. Perhaps Thomas, in his discussion of the reasons ~ 
Catholic families do not constitute a clearly defined sub-system in American 
society, can better phrase the problems Q... there are relatively large 
Minorities among the Catholic group.15 Although the Melting Pot is boiling 
steadily', the process of ass:i.m:llation is far from completed. To be sure, these 
ethnic minorities embraoe a oommon Catholic ideology, but the derivative 
14woods, Francis Jerome, O.D.P., Cultural Values of American Ethnic Groups 
(New York, 1956), p. 23. -
15 John L. Thomas, S.J., The American Catholic Family (Englewood Oliffs, N.~ 
1956), 1091 tithe major GathollC national iidliorItIe~ are composed of 
JIlelI1bers of the New Immigration and their descendents." (Poles, Ozechs, Slovaks, 
Croations I Slovenes and Magyars). The ethnic groups named comprise the bliUc of 
the sample used in thia thesis. 
7 
:tnstitutior.,al objectives, as well as the social means used to implement these, 
reveal divergent cultural patterning of their Old World origin.~16 
'l1fwmas's position is not in total agreement with that of Fichter who notes: 
\-,'hatever we sq of Catholicism as practiced in America today, must be 
understood in terms of the American culture, which discourages m.any 
aspects of ''ethnic-group'' survival, but w-hich penni ts religious 
dU'terent1ation. When we tallc about the survival and identity of the 
Catholic population as a social phenomenon, we must emphasize its re-
ligious meaning rather than its i.mm1grant status. On the other hand, 
we do not mean to suggest that the change in immigrant status and the 
fading; out of ethnic differences have so molded Catholics with other 
American,s that they are hardly distinguishabl£). It is Herbergts argu-
ment that tae three religions of America are standing out in sharper 
relief and that the triple melting pot is replacing the simple older 
notion of monophasic Americanization.17 
Herbergt s interpretation of the relationship between the ethnic and re-
ligiOUS factors differs sOOlewhat from both Thomas and Fichter. Herberg states: 
"What then, is it that strikes one about the new function of religion in the 
life of the American people today? It is, I think, that religion in its tri-
partite form of Protestant.Cathol1c.Jew, is rapidly becoming the primary context 
of self-identification and social location in present-day America. ,,18 
In tel"llS, then, of self-identif'ication and social location, the religioWl 
identification of an individual as being Catholic would be considered important 
but less so than ethnicity in this analysis of variations in attitudes. This 
judgment has been partially expressed by Herberg: "But now the relation between 
16nnd., 12. 
17 Fichter, p. 120. 
lBwill Herberg, "Religion and CUlture in Present-Day America," Roman 
Catholicism and the American !!!l of Life," ed. Thomas T. McAvoy- (Notre Dime, 
rna., 1960', W. -;=6. - -
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ethnici ty and religion has been reversed: religion is no longer an aspect of 
ethn,.city, it is ethn1oity, or rather what rem.ai.ns of it, that is taken up, 
redefined and expressed through religious identiti,cat1ons and institutions.1I19 
Herberg, in his interpretation of the secularization of Amerioan religions notes 
that seoularization of values is not limited only to Protestantism but it is 
becoming true for Catholics and Jews because they, too, have beccme American and 
integral parts of the three-religion America. He finds that their .Americwuza-
tion has _ant their "Protestantization,1t that is, the acceptance of the variant 
~r1can protestant Ethos.20 In terms of this theSis, the American Protestant 
Ethos would be nearly synonymous with the ".American Way of Life, It or "dominant 
culture attitudes,· or the "middle-class value syatem.· 
It becomes necessary at this point to choose among these divergent views 
and take those elements that pertain more precisely to this thesis. Fichter's 
views, while being quite valid, mq be more a deSCription of what may happen in 
the near f'uture in regard to Catholic ethnics. Thomas's view, it is believed, 
would be a more realistic definition of the situation as it relates to the 
Catholic ethnics in this particular area of investigation. The area is rela-
ti vely' isolated geographica.ll1', the popula tim is more ethnical.ly homogeneous, 
the proportion of foreign-bom is higher than the national average, there are 
four national parishes and one territorial parish which many people in the area 
consider to be a German-Irish parish. For these and other reasons, it is 
19 ~.J 7. 
20 Ibid., 13-14. 
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believed that the assimilation process is not quite complete far this group 
under study. It will also be assumed that the ethnic factor rather than re-
ligious ideology may determine, to a large extent, the social means used to gain 
institutional objectives. The religious meaning ~ even be used to preserve 
the identity of the ethnic group. 
However, the sample group in this investigation is Catholic and 80 this 
factor will be held as a constant. The ethnic element will be treated as a 
constant variable. It seems it will not be possible to separate the ethnic 
element from the Catholic element in this analysis. One possible means to re-
duce this inability to separate these factors would be c:. control group of non-
ethnic Catholics for comparative purposes. This could not be done at this time. 
Therefore, in this investigation the ethnic factor and the Catholic factor will 
be treated as one common element with the emphasis being placed upon the ethnic 
factor as a possible contrlbutor,y etiological factor. 
In addition to the factor of social class, any investigation of the 
assimilation of immigrants must consider the significance of age grouping. It 
is likely" that the foreign-born together with the older second-generation ethnic 
would tend to be less likely to be assimilated than the native-bom second-
generation who in tum are less assimilated that the supposedly more assimilated 
third-and-post-third generation. This thesis, within the limits of the above 
suppositions, seeles only to determine the variations among the generations as 
related to social class and age. HardEn notes that the characteristic continu-
ous pattern of interaction between the ethnic minority and the dominant commu-
nity may be divided for convenience into four stages: a) the initial stage, 
b) the accommociatiol1l stage, c) the marginal stage, and, d) the final 
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assi...-:Ulation stageOo21 It is intended if'. the present study to divide the Catho-
110 ethnio sa.'l'tple into three groups by age: 1) mainly foreign-born wi til som.e 
seoond generation (50-64), 2) mair.ly second-generation ~i'ith som:; third-generatiOl 
(35-49), and, 3) mainly third-generation \d th so~ post-third-genel'ation (20-
34). Because of the number and age diif'erential of ohildren in ethnic families 
it w"Ould be possible tc have sore sEcond-generation individuals at any point on 
the age continuum, 20-64 years, but for the purposes of analysis, these t,hrae 
age groups viII be considered to correspond, in a rough nanner, to ¥!8.I-den IS 
latter three stages. This point will be trealied more adequately in the de-
scription of the research design in the secom. ohapter .. 
:"Je will now turn to a more explicit exposition of the terms "dominant 
culture values," "ethnic values,'· and terms such as "Catholic,'f I'ethnio," 
"natural sooial area, " etc. This follOWing section, of rEcessi ty, will be eome-
'what lengthy and involved because of the relative lack of agreement and pre-
ci8ion of the concepts employed. 
This overview of the "dominant c'lUlture lf values, or the llmidd1e-class ll value 
system, or the "Protestant Ethic" or the "Arrerican 1:!ay of Life" will rely ex-
clusively upon Robin M. Williams,t22 treatment of the subject of American 
value s. Williams f s analysis was adopted for several rea.sons. F'irst, irJi2.liams' s 
modern treatment is recognized as one of the most comprehensive and exhaustive 
ana~ses of this topic and his statements have reoeived general approval and 
acceptance. Secondly, the use of several sources would on~ lead to confll8ion 
21 
Marden, Charles F., 1>1inorities .!:l Amrican Society (New York, 1952) ,p. 84, 
22Robin M. w-Tilliams, Jr., American Society;,: ! Sociologioal Interpretation 
(~ew York, 1958). 
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because of some minor variations in the interpretations available. Finally, 
v.Tilliams r s work had been used as a guide in the construction of the question-
naire and sorte of the questions have been des1g~d to tentatively test SOIlB of 
h:L.e:; interpretations of values and value-orientations. 
The on-going presentation of the dominant culture values and attitudes 18 
SOIleWhat more extensive than that whichwi11 be specifica.J..ly analyzed in the 
e1npirical data of the thesis. This presentation is given to reaoquaint the 
reader wi ttl the "ethos" of the value system of tre dominant culture. 
The values and value-orientations in four specific areas will be examined: 
the fa.ml~, education, religion and the econo~ (occupation). In the modern 
Mlierican famiJ.y, according to Filliarns's intHrpretation, women have a high de-
gree of freedom in marriage and there is a strong trend toward equality. A 
strong emphasis is placed upon the importance of the marriage pair which re-
svlts in an isolated conjugal unit. This an-angement is regarded as desirable, 
right and proper by social consensus. Each family, it is felt" should be an 
autonomous group. It would be considered unfortunate if for any reason otl"er 
relat1:ves would have to reside in the household. There Is comparative freedom 
by both sexes in the choice of mates, an application of "free competition" in 
the institution of marriage. This individualisrn 1.'1 mate-selection is partly 
accounted for by the i~H"lated conjugal unit, the discontinuity of generations, 
a.ud the sooiAl mobili t-.r found in O'\U' socier,y. It t3 ordinarUy not twen CO:.1-
ai':i€:red by the mem~rs of the family t.hAt the wife should give unquestionL11.g 
ohEdit":n.ce to the hus'0and, but rather th";di decision.s should be rE:-acher! jointly. 
rhus, -;,e h,1ve t.he '11u1t11ineal kinship system, the small, isolated family, the 
;:·:resenee of free m~tte ch oiee a'1d the romantic love C o!TIplex favoring the role of 
*equal part.ner ll for the l'Jarried woman. 
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The relations of children to their parents is marked by a large degree of 
freedom. At an early age children expect to be treated as individuals, to be 
consulted as to their desires in certain family matters, to have their wishes 
considered, and to be able to ask the "reason why" for -orders and requests. 
There are, of course, distinct variations in the patterns of child-rearing among 
the classes and sub-cultures in the United states; nevertheless, there is so 
strong a tendency in the United States toward the indulgence of chUdren in theil 
wishes that one can speak seriously of the f1l1ocentric or child-centered famiq. 
In regard to the aged, it seems that the modern urban family's basic 
pa ttern is incompatible with the traditional roles of elders and children. 
There is resistance to sharing the household with elders by their chUdren. The 
obligation toward aged and needy parents are recognized by the legal system but 
do not now have full social acceptance. There are exceptions to this attitude 
in that some close~ knit religious and ethnic groups give greater deterence to 
the aged. 
There is also a relative lack of rites !!! passage tor the adolescent, which 
is both a re.f'lection of and contribution to the uncertainty and instability of 
this group. This lack of structuring varies, but is probably at its ma:ximum 
among the culturally marginal and MobUe elements of the urban middle-classes. 
Finally, divorce is utilized more readily than formerly, possibly because: 
1) it is permitted; 2) there are few strong internal bonds holding the family 
together, and; 3) the family is not well supported by the surrounding social 
structure. 23 
23 Ibid., 42-77 
-
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Concerning education, Williams finds that Americans have a wide-spread 
"faith in educationrt yet, paradoxica1~, a strong tendency to downgrade and de-
valuate the worth of a formal education. "Education in general receives tre-
mendous acclaim; education in particular is the object of widespread dis-
affection, criticism and low esteem.,,24 Some Americans view education as a 
prime mover of progress toward the ideal of an educated citizenry which may 
collective~ participate in public policy decision-making and whose members, 
individually, may advance themselves socio-econom1ca11y. 
Williams identifies five cultural "themes" present in the American dominant 
value system relevant to eduoation: 1) a strong emphasis is placed upon the 
practical1.ty and usefulness of formal education so that work that is highly 
abstract or theoretical or is of a contemplative or speculative nature is not 
too high~ regarded; 2) strong emphasis is placed upon competitive sucoess; 3) 
a conformity to middle-class group standards is stressed; 4) "the creed of 
democratic values" is advanced with the result that teacher-student relation-
ships are supposed to be Itdanocratic; If ,) tie re is a development of patriotic 
values and beliefs within the school system by the administration am 
f'aculty.2' 
1011Jliams injects a note at' caution to the reader oonoerning the validity 
and verifiability of the above-mentioned cultural themes: 
These themes (or patterns of'values) are summary descriptions 
of extreme~ complex tendencies in the whole culture. No one theme 
24 ~., 274. 
2, 
~., 279. 
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stands alone as clearly dominant) not only does each have its counter-
theme, but each is at some limit checked and redefined by a conste1 ... 
1ation of other values. Furthermore, the identification and de-
scription of such generalized patterns of values requires, because of 
serious gaps in the evidence, a considerable measure of judgement 
based on a wide range of credible information rather than upon rigor-
ously' systematic data.26 
Additionally, the American educational system shows definite signs that the 
"Jacksonian" system of education has been adopted. The basic belief underly'ing 
the Jacksonian system is that education should be provided at all levels for 
everyone. This system is in marked contrast to the "Jeffersonian" system or 
philosophy of education which would al10li everyone the opportunity to be edu-
cated to the fullest limits of his ability, but would el.1mina.te all but the best 
in rigorous competition at the more advanCed levels of education. 'rhe Jackson-
ian system has been apparently adopted at a time when the school system has be-
come perhaps preeminently important as a selective agency in our open-c1ass so-
ciety which assigns the school system the function of filtering out Itunfit" 
aspirants to higher socio-economic status. Siree education has beoome, or 
rather the college degree has almost become a ~ quo ~ for soci-economic 
lIlObi11ty, we find that there is increased pressure to graduate ever;rone at al-
most all levels of education. Equality of opportunity and freely' accessible 
schools are demanded by and given to the public. As a corollary to this popu-
lar demand, there is a strong resistance to the development of a separate edu-
cated class as, for example, is the case in the United Kingdom. 
Model'O American education, in very general terms, can be characterized as 
having a strong utilitarian and pragmatic emphasis. Education is considered 
26Ibid., 219. 
to be very serious business and the signifioant questions asked are: ''*What use 
is it ?I" and t "What oan you do with it?" t .27 
Williams notes some of the main public attitudes toward education: first 
there is, in general, an overwhelming unspecifio approval of oollege and uni-
versity education especially for bqys; seoond, a oollege education is highly 
valued, in many instances, as a prime means toward occupational and social suo-
cess and a highly important factor in individual oompetition, and third, a 
relatively lCM value is placed upon the liberal arts or humanities as an area 
of speoialization, except in the case of women wherein the "cultural It education 
is approved. Finally, williams notes that It substantial minorities ot the popu-
lation have several important criticisms and tears, namely: a) a conception 
of higher education as impractical, or as detaohed, isolated, or alienated from 
the viable values and ccnoems of society; b) a tear of academic freedom • •• ; 
and c) an ambivalence towards, or outright rejection of, the specialist and the 
scholar • • • • ,,28 
In terms of religion, the third major area of values and attitudes, 
Williams describes the Western world as havi.."lg basioally the S&nVa religious 
orientation; "it is transcendental and monotheistio with a universal ethic 
having supernatural sanction.,,29 Williams notes the primar,r importanoe of twb 
points ooncerning religion: first, I'religion is a variable in h'llllan societies; 
27Ibid., 291. 
28~., 296. 
29~., 308. 
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and secondly; "differences in religion make a difference in social conduct.")O 
Religion, therefore, is a real variable and can be utilized within a theo-
retical framework of causal-functional analysis. In this thesis, too variable 
of religion will be held as a constant since all the members of the sample 
group are ~ ~ Catholics (the defmition of Catho1:ic as operational1zed 
within the thesis will be given in a later section of this chapter). 
Williams accepts what he considers four incontestable points in Max 
Weber's thesis on the relationship of the Protestant Ethic with the development 
of modern capitalisM' 1f1) the religious ideas and values of ascetic Protes-
tantism ta~ point for point with the ideas and motives 'required' for dis-
ciplined, rationalized, persistent capitalistic effortJ 2) Protestantism pre-
ceded the rise of capitalism in many areas) J) religiOUS attitudes were only 
.2!!! of several primary causes for the development of capitalism, but were equal-
ly indispensable for the specilic structure of the latter; 4) the specifically 
religious ideas evolved in a oomp1ex mutual interrelation between an environing 
social structure, a complex of religious in~rests, (for instance, a sense of 
sin and a need for salvation) and other specificab1e elements .1131 This thesis 
will present data that should indicate som trends toward the acceptanoe or 
rejection of these "religious" attitudes whioh have been incorporated into the 
dominant culture in the form of the "Puritan Ethic" by the Catho1io ethnic group 
studied. 
Williams's desoription of the orientations of religions oontains the 
30 
Ibid., 311. 
-
31Ibid., 314. 
-
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following ideas: first, "worldly sucoess is widely and overtly approved--not 
condemned, ignored, or covertly sanctioned; If secondly, "religious bodies tem 
generally to remain markedly aloof from those specifio political struggles not 
impinging directly upon their particular interests,·)2 with the exception of 
Catholici~, which on the whole differs from Protestantism; and lastly .. there is 
no really important and militant anti-clecl.oal movement in existence in the 
United States as yet. 
Since there is not state support of the Church, the religiOUS groups must 
depend upon formal voluntar,y contributions far their financial support from 
their members. Thus has emerged, Will.1ams contends, flan extensive .. overt com-
mercialism ••• for example, business-like advertising, provision of what were 
fonnerly secular services and activities, and formally organized fund-raising 
activities.,,:n Also, Williams describes religious groupings in this society as 
"stamped by recognizably 'American' qualities, they are diverse .. pluralistic and 
incessantly changing • • • .,.3h 
Furthermore, Williams noted a comparative secularization of beliefs, an 
alienation from literal dogmas, and a note of expedienoy and pragmatism in the 
acceptance of religion in the American value system.35 He also described a 
general doctrinal cleavage between the orthodox and Illiberal Christian beliefs 
not only between denominations, but, also within them.36 Finally, Williams said 
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that a relatively greater rolt: is allowed to lay leadership and to dem.ocrat:1c 
control within religious organizations, especially in the Protestant sects, but, 
also among the Catholic group.3? 
The fourth and final area of values and value-orientations concerns the 
econo~,')r more specifically, occupation. In Williams's discussion of the 
value system as it pertains to occupation, he notes that "by 'American' ideals, 
/:socioocooorrd.c7 position should be based upon personal quaJ..ities and achieve-
ments.1I38 The cultural postulates underl3'!ng the justification of such an ideal 
is summarized b'J l':illiams: "1. 'rhis is a society of equality of opportunity 
and free competitive placement. ('Anyone who has it in him can get ahead.') 
2. Hence, succoss is solely a matter of individual merit. ). Hence, those who 
are at the top deserve to be there" and those at the bottom. are there because of 
lack of talent or effort: it is 'their own fault.' 4. 'l'hus, the pla..cernent of 
individuals could not be otherwise without violating the value of individual 
aChievement. tt39 This ideal persists in spite of the fact tl"!~t in actuality 
equal opportunity for s ocio-economie advancG.'1'l.ent cbes not exist for a large 
nlli~ber of individuals, or that essentially irrelevant factors to strictly 
perscnal qualities and achievements such as rtconnections lt help certain indi-
viduals in their socio-ecmomie placement. However, regardless of the dis ... 
crepancies between the ideal and the concrete: 
37l:1i1l1ams, AMerican Society, p. 316. 
38 ~., 91. 
39Ibid., 91. 
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• • .. persons in t}-l.e lower 
19 
income levels cling devotedly to the Anl3rican belief in individual opport'.1I1ity. 
They expect either themselves or their children to IIget ahea.dl ft40 This belief 
by the lot.ver (and all) ir1.come levels, however, is complicated and modified by a 
variety of ~llt~al and personal factors such as ethnic background, regio·na1 
culture, -religion a.nd education.hl 
~"illl.&ms characterizes t,he attitud.e to'Jard wen1th ~r the rllorking groups in 
these terms: !f ••• and toward the possession of economic pmrer too less ad ... 
vantagecl groups held complex and ambivalent attitudes. Disapproval. of. great 
'Arealth mingles idth admiration of success and envy over its rewards. 1f42 This 
working group ambivalence toward wealth as the reward of effort, achievement 
and the other virtues asoribed as the seoular derivatives of the Protesta.71.t 
ethic, is aymptomatic of the skepticism and attaok upon these cultural axioms in 
tho twentieth OEl."1tury. The rt Amorica."1 ideal" lOBes sone of :tts luster It:?/Ilong 
\IC~ge ~,!Orkers Lmnong whOlllJ the1"'o is a fairly widespread conviotion that wealth 
is largely the reslut of inherited position, tpull' and tcormections f or 
luok. ff43 
The conflict in the Amerioan value system is e:r.,ampl1f1ed by the belief in 
the principles of achieved status as opposed to that status gained by birth or 
group membership which is beco1l1inr~ more prevalent, especiall;,? in terms of 
Minority ;;roup 1isoril'!l:ination.. Wtlliall'ls sees as A. :orimary source of stra1.n: 
41 ~., 99. 
42 ~., 12.1). 
43 ~., 126. 
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It • • • the tendency to establish relatively high levels of aspiration at nearly 
all levels of the incaoo-power hierarchies. The concentration of attention and 
effort upon secular success, the high evaluation of power, the belief in un-
limited opporturdty--these and similar influences tend to create a continuous 
upward pressure in the system md discourage resignation, withdrawal and 
apathy .,,44 The conflict and strain arises because of the high levels of as-
piration and. the reinforcement by the culture of the individual's ambition 
without the establishment of clear-cut limits to it. The system's effective 
functioning is dependent upon the existence of quite considerable opportunities 
for success among those highly motivated groups wi thin the middle and working 
strata. The system's viability is described b,y Williams: "Belief in the 
American Dream of upward mobility is resilient and thus far has been sufficient-
ly reinforced b,y actual rises to stand as a prime support of adjustment to the 
existing situation.,,4, 
However, aocordmg to analysis by'Merton: It ••• another very different 
orientation appears to be replacing in appreciable measure the old work-
virtue-reward complex among the wage-earner population. One central com-
ponent--except quantitatively, is perhaps not so new as it appears-is an 
emphasis on fortuitous success: the 'lucky break,' the '$64 question,' the 
unexpected opportunity, the inspired idea, the winning number. The great 
cultural significance of a belief in Luck as the avenue of Success is that it 
44 Ibid., 127. 
-16 Ibid., 129. 
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decisively sunders reward from achievement and personal exoellence.,,46 
In conolusion, the workers are sharply aware of inseourity, they fear job 
scarcity, yet I·workers qua workers are not 'Wlion-inolined without question) 
more typioally they see themselves as being 'bid for' by the union and the 
company'J they oonstitute one corner of a triangle. 1t47 
The preceding analysis by Williams is nOW' to be considered the substantive 
conoept of what is meant by the "dominant oulture value systems, II or the rtmiddle 
olass ethio" or the "Protestant Ethic" as employed in this thesis. 
In the following disoussion of "ethnio" values, it should be understood 
that the values presented are not alw81's explioit and must be, in some cases, 
inferred from the desoriptions of ethnic oultural behavior patterns or systems. 
The disoussion will concentrate upon the values specific to the ethnic groups 
oategorized as the "New IDInigration" because: "The major Catholic national 
minorities todSiY' are oomposed of members of the New Immigration and their de-
soendents •••• "48 The ethnic groups relevant to this thesis are the Czeohs, 
Croations, Magy'ars, Irish, German, and especially the Poles and Slovaks. The 
last two named groups are espeoially relevant since in terms of the natural 
social area studied, it was reported that in 1924: " ••• w'hiting-Robensdale, 
Indiana, a smaller city, is nearly half' Slovak. tt49 A recent comprehensive 
47 ~., 194. 
48Thomas , American Catholi~ F~, p. 109. 
49 R. A. Sohel'lltElrhorn, ~ese ~ People: r11.norities in American Culture (Boston, 1949), p. 313. ,-- -
22 
parish oensus taken in 19S8 found the proportion of foreign-born (the above-
named ethnic groups) to be 12.7% of the total.50 The ethnic group cauposition 
of the area under study is congruent with the finding that in the UnitedStates: 
It ••• a oompletely Slovak OO!ll!1unity is rare, for mixed in with the group are 
usually Poles, Croatians and Russians."Sl The format used in presenting 
Williams's analysis of American values will be followed generally.. R. A. 
Sohermerhorn's descriptions of these ethnic groups will be relied upon to indi-
cate the common values held by the Slav ethnio groups. 
Before beginning the presentation proper of ethnic group values, the writer 
feels that the following statement will serve -to place the discussion in its 
proper perspective: " ••• it is charaoteristic of the Slavonic peoples thali 
their culture has been truncated, repressed, ar:d allowed to grow only spo-
radically or even in secret. Of the various groups in Europe all the Slavs 
have gained national and cultural aut;)nomy very late (with the possible ex-
ception of the Russians) with the result that they have developed a fierce pri...de 
in their languages and institutions that must be felt to be appreciated.,,52 
'!'his may be a partial explanation of the teD.&'ity of the ethnios to retain their 
sooio-cu1tural pattems of behavior in spite of strong a5aim:i.lative pressures 
from the dominant culture. 
S°Francis A. Cizon and Joseph P. Scheuer .. C.PP.S., Parishes in the Human 
Communitz (Highland, Indiana, 1961), p. 16. -- - -
S1SchermerhOrn. p. 304. 
52 ~., 262-263. 
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The family organization of these predominately peasant Slav ethnic groups 
is strongly patriarchal. The women are subordinated to the men, strictly con-
trolled and allow-ed comparatively little freedom. There is a strong emphasis 
upon the importance and necessity of the extended family system exemplified by 
situations in which as ma.n;r as three generations may live in the same household. 
The range of extended family systems includes the Polish superconsanguine family 
type which includes relations to the fourth degree of consanguinity to the 
close-knit cooperative Czech family which approaches the American conjugal unit. 
There is comparatively little freedom allowed in mate-choice, especially for the 
girls in the family. Marriage, ordinarily is arranged by the family among these 
Slav groups. Marriage among the Slavs is endogamous, with strong emphasis 
placed, especially by the Poles, upon marrying someone of the sane ethnic group 
and religious faith. The husband and father is the unquestioned head of the 
family in this ethnic group. 
The relations of the children to their parents are characterized b.r obedi-
ence and respect. The children remain under parental control until well into 
adulthood and even after their marriage as long as a child resides in the 
family household. The children participate in the family as melllbers in an eco-
nomic and social un! t. 
In regard to the aged, customarily the elders control and retain possession 
of the household and of the earnings and work capacities of their children. The 
aged are cared for, as a matter of right, by the families, especially in the 
case of the Magyars and Yugoslavs. This system of care of the aged is strongly 
SUpported by the culture. 
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The ethnic boy faces little conflict in adolesoence since he is usual~ 
reared in a rural background and advanoes by stages in the aoceptance of and 
responsibility for tasks that will prepare him for eventual control of the 
household upon the death or retirement of tie pitriaroh. 
Since the ethnic groups are predominately Catholic, divorce is both re-
ligiously and oulturally disapproved. Divoroe is not permitted by religious 
preoept and the strong primary group relationships of family, village, oommune, 
okolica ("the country around") work to prevent reoourse to divoroe among the 
ethnic families.53 
The situation in regard to the ethnios' attitudes toward education is not 
too clear because of various factors: 1) there was resistance on the part of 
these ethnic groups to the educational systems of their political masters, e.g., 
the resistance of the Slovaks to ''MagyarizationJ" 2) the Polish peasant.s 
respect for their intellegentsia seems to be based on their view of the educated 
class as preservers of Polish culture under Russian, ?russian or A.ustrian rule; 
3) the Magyar's respect for their intelligentsia seems to be based on a custom-
ary behavior proper to the position of the intelligentsia (level below that of 
the minor aristocracy) in the feudal hierarchy} finally, 4) although the re was 
compulsory education in most European countries, in many cases it was impossible 
to attend schools because of poor communications, economic pressures and re-
sistance to "foreign" ideologies. 
However, some inferences can be drawn concerning the attitudes of the 
ethnics toward education by citing as an example the Polish attitude toward. 
53w. I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki, !!'.!. Polish Peas..~ !!! Europe and 
America (New York, 1927), pp. 144-145. 
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early job placement for their children. Traditionally, this ethnic group has 
placed a high value upon a man's ability to do hard physioal work. As a 
corrollary, the children of this ethnic derivation (in the past) tended to leave 
school early (11-13 years of age) and seek employment. Their earnings were then 
contributed to the general family budget as long as they resided in their 
father's household. There was also a tendency among ethnic ohildren to enter 
too same occupation of the father who typicaJ4r was an unsld.lled or semi-skilled 
worker. 54 
Analysis of the Polish concept of the parochial school reveals it as a 
means by whioh too children oan learn the Polish language and culture and to 
preserve their Polish Catholicism. A strong emphasis, at least in the reoent 
past, was placed upon training in beth the Polish language and customs and upon 
the catechism which emphasized the strong identification between Polish culture 
and Roman Catholicism. 
The fact is that most of the ethnics showed a high illiteracy rate, e.g., 
Croatian immigrants in 1900 had an illiteracy rate of forty-seven per cent for 
the men and sixty-two per cent for the women.55 'rhe pattern of establishing 
parochial schools by the Catholic ethnics would seem to indicate more of a 
desire on their part to preserve both their culture and faith rather than edu-
cation as such. 
Regarding their attitudes toward religion, the ethnic groups under study 
are predOminately Catholic with a deep commitment to their faith beoause of the 
54Schermerhorn, Thece Our People, p. 275. 
55 ~., 361. 
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close identification or Roman Catholicism and ethnic identity created in their 
centuries-old resistanco to deculturation by dominant groups such as the 
]1Ussians, Austrians, Prussians and Magyars. Loyalty to the faith was symboliC 
in the creation of a national identity and 'Was considered to be a mark of 
membership in the group. This loyalty is significant in the case of the Poles, 
Slovaks and Croatians and much leas so in the case of the Czechs lI.'hose Catho-
1ici ty was imposed upon them following their defeat in a series of religious 
wars. The Magyar attitude toward religion is somewhat ambivalent; on the whole, 
they are fierce~ loyal to Roman Catholicism although in many cases their 
membership in the Church was imposed following the practice of the people in 
these areas to adopt the religion of the prince. 
Their attitude toward the support of the Church h1 voluntary contributions 
is complicated by their experience in Europe with state-supported churches. 
Although having practically no tradition of popul.ar support of the Church, 
the ethnics have turned in amazing performances in the support (rather orea.tion) 
of parish plants. !fA not untypical example occurred in St. Joseph's Parish of 
South Dend, where unskilled laborers in 1877 contributed $22 per family to the 
church. In a good many cases this amount represented sanething like one half 
of the monthly income of the family'.",6 
The attitude of the Poles am Slovaks tOW'ard their priests is one of 
loyalty and respect based in part on the fact that in their experience these 
were t he only educated men in their village. !'he ethnics defer to too judge-
ment of their priests in matters not only of faith and morals but in other 
56 ~., 274. 
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areas as well. The Gzechs and Magyars vary in their attitudes toward priests. 
The Magyars, with the larger number of intellectuals in the group, do not defer 
quiescent~ to the authority of priests and show attitudes of anti-olericalism 
in some respects. 'roo Ozechs, with their history of imposed membership, are 
not as deeply committed to the faith or to its officers. The priests, in their 
turn, demanded and reoeived both respeot and obedienoe from their parishioners. 
An example of this attitude is shown by the resistanoe of +.he Polish priest to 
the demand for an accounting of parish funds as being both a questioning Q1' his 
authority and a nti..sunderstanding of the faot that the Churoh belongs to God and 
not to the parish.S7 These attitudes have served to strengthen the hierarohioal 
control of the olergy in the United states and has led to SOlIe oonfliot between 
the parish priest and the second and third-generation ethnios. 
The attitudes of the ethnics toward occupation, as shown in their attitude 
toward unionization, are definitely influenoed by their ethnio backgrounds. 
The Poles, for example, tend to resist joining labor unions on the grounds that, 
first, the unions generally are non-Polish, and Becon~, union fees and dues 
tend to cut into their savings. The Slovaks are passive to the idea of union-
ization. They will join a union if necessary I but can get along without it 
rather than organize. The attitude of the Slovaks and Poles seems to be an 
ambition for job seourity and personal independenoe through home ownership.58 
Thomas adequately summarizes the general charaoteristics that resulted 
from t he immigrant's her! tage: 
S7 ~., 271-272. 
S8Ibid., 314. 
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First, the Catholic immigrant groups faced the problem of establish-
ing themselves in a society which had been pre-empted by Anglo-Saxon 
Protestantism. This put the Catholic families on the defensive and 
intensified their minority status. Second, Catholic families, with 
the exception of the Irish, encountered a language barrier which 
slOW'ed down their economic, social and political integration, 
intensified their dissimilarity with the dominant group, and motivated 
them to settle in relatively closed communities clustered around their 
national parish •••• Third, since the majority of Irish and German 
families arrived during the last century, they were well established 
before the mw immigrants arrived •••• Fourth, the process of ac-
culturation requires time, it involves a clash of cultures, and it 
produces a generation or two of marginal individuals •••• Second 
and third generation ethnics found themselves partially integrated 
in two cultures. They were neither Americans or aliens, but some-
thing of both.59 
The basic premises of both the Amerioan dominant culture value system and a 
generalized ethnic value system are to be considered as Weberian Itideal types tt 
in the sense that many of the values are inferential and in the main have not 
been empirically verified. During the analysis of thesis data an attempt will 
be made to relate operationally defined values to specific questions designed to 
indicate a positive or negative attitude toward the implicit value. 
Three basic terms empla,yed in this thesis need to be defined before proceed 
ing to a description of the research design a'ld an analysis of the data. In the 
next two chapters other terms will be defined as the need arises. 
An ~thn1crt as employed in this thesis is operationally defined as a person 
who either: l} is of foreign-birth, or, 2} is the child or grand-chlld of 
foreign-born parents who themselves belOng to the nationality groups known as 
Slovaks, Poles, Croatians, Irish, Germans or Magyars (Hungarians), or, .3} by 
self-identification. The justifioation for including third and post-third-
generations in an ethnic classification is found in elements (a), (c), and (d) 
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of the following definition of an ethnic group. "By this ethnic group we mean 
a collection of people considered both by themselves and by other people to have 
in common one or more of the following characteristics: (a) religion, (b) 
racial origin (as indicated by identifiable physical characteristics), (c) 
national origin, or (d) language and cultural traditions. A consequence of this 
definition is that it is possible to divide the population of the Un! ted states 
into ethnic groups in any one of a number of different w~s.rt60 
In the presentation of ethnic attitudes-values we found that the ethnic 
groups are overwhelmingly Roman Catholic, thus satistying the requirement of 
(a); secondly, regarding (0), reference was made to both the majority of Slovaks 
and other Slavonic groups residing in Whiting-Robertsdale and the relatively 
high percentage of foreign-born still residing in Whiting-Robertsdale in 1957. 
Finally, in regard to (d), the present writer, by personal observation, noted 
the existence of foreign language newspapers and periodic.us, e.g., the Jednota, 
the teaohing of at least one foreign (ethnic) language in one parochial school, 
the prevalence of at least one foreign language sermon at Sunday Mass at four 
of the Roman Catholic churches in the area and the presence of a number of clubs 
and social groups of ethnic derivation, e.g., the Slovak Club, the Sokols, the 
Crows (a nickname for the Croatian) and others. Finally, and perhaps most sig-
nificant, is the relative recency of settlement in the Whiting-Robertsdale area, 
Circa 1910-1925 ~ the Slovaks and the Poles. In conclUSion, the writer cites 
60 
John Harding, Bemard Kutner, Harold Proshanslcy and Isidor Chein, 
"Prejudice am Ethnic Relations," Handbook of Social Psychologz, vol. II, ed. 
Gardner Lindzay (Read! ng, Mass., 1954), p. I022. . 
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~dz~ once more: "it is a hopeless task to specif,y the boundaries of any 
~thniC group exactly ... 61 
The operational definition of !1Cathol1c" as employed in this thesis in-
eludes all those individuals who in response to a house to house parish census 
fIllrvey identified themselves as Roman CatholiC, specified their membership in a 
particular parish in the area and said that they had been baptized, had made 
their First Communion, and had made their Easter Duty that year (1957.l. The 
majority (over 87%) of the respondents reported they had not missed Mass on any 
of the four preceding Sundays. This can be considered to be at least the minimaJ 
religious behavior of a modal Catholic to use Fichter's terms. The sample used 
in this thesis therefore identifies as Catholic those individuals who meet the 
above requirements. No attempt was made to measure the intensity or the "quali-
ty-II of the sample group's Catholicity. 
The Itnatural social area lt concept as employed within this thesis incorpo-
rates the concepts of both the natural area and the canmunity. The natural 
area, as we understand it, is not the result of plan or design, but came into 
existence in the dynamics of city growth and development. According to Batt 
there are "two general emphases in the definition of the concept, natural ~. 
One of these views the natural area as a spatial unit limited by natural bounda-
ries enclosing a homogeneous population with a characteristic moral. order. The 
other emphasizes its biotic and community aspects and describes the natural area 
as a spatial unit inhabited by a population united on the basis of symbiotic 
6~id., p. 1022. 
,.... 
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relationships.tt62 
The first emphasis given is the one stressed within this thesis, with less-
er weight given to the latter. Hatt defines the significance of the natural 
area concept to this thesis: It... the concept of natural areas as a series of 
spatial and social factors which act as coercive influences upon all who inhabit 
the geographically and cultura.l.ly defined area. ,,63 
Our use of the natural area also includes the ideas presented li, 
Erioksen64 in his analysis of the natural area. Ericksen described his concept 
of the natural area in the form of a dichotOllJY between an administrative urban 
area and a natural area. The adminis trative urban area is characterized b,y be-
ing a legal entity having an indefinite center but definite boundaries, a 
planned structure and a static area. On the other hand, the natural area is 
characterized by natural~ defined boundaries, a more definite center, less 
definite boundaries, not planned and dynam::J..c. OUr study oommunity, Whiting. 
Robertsdale, fits the oharaoteristics given by Ericksen to a oertain degree. 
Our area, Whiting-Robertsdale, is bounded by lakes, swamp, fill-in and heavy 
industr.n the main street of v.biting serves as a common shopping and servioe 
center for the residents of both Whiting and Robertsdale; the jurisdiotional 
boundary separating Whiting and Robertsdale is not meaningful in the praotioal 
sense to Whiting-Robertsdale residents} Whiting-Robertsdale is largely unplanned 
as a result of the pattern of land and water used by heavy industry; and, 
62Paul Hatt t "The Concept of Natural Area, "American Sociological Review II (August, 1946), p. 423. 
63 Ibid. , 426. 
64 E. P. Erioksen, ~ban Behavior, (New York, 1954), pp. 193-203. 
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finally, the residents of t.1hi ting a.rrl Robertsdale interact to a high degree on 
the basis of friendship and affinity. 
The following chapter on the research design will give a full p~sical and 
socio-cultural description of the "Vlhiting-Robertsdale area to substantiate the 
treatment of it as a natural social area. 
In summary, the purpose of this thesis is to study the relationship of 
social position and age differential of various Catholic ethnics living in a 
relatively homogeneous natural social area and their acceptance of dominant 
culture attitudes. The thesis will be concerned pr1mari4r with the social 
process known as assimilation or "A.Irericanization'l which will be measured by 
the criterion of social class position which can be assumed to indicate either 
the relative social mobility of Catholic ethnics or a trend by them toward con-
formi ty to 11 American ways. II Religious and ethnic identification will be held 
constant while the social class and age groups will be treated as independent 
variables upon which the variable of differential acceptanoe of the dominant 
culture values will be considered dependent. The value areas chosen for analy-
sis include the f'amily, education, religion and occupation and are based upon 
Williams t s ana:qs1s of the dominant culture value systems and Schermerhorn 's 
description of ethnic (Slav) value s,-stems. These value systems may be seen 
in terms of' Weberian ideal types which will be subjected to empirical test by 
means of an attitude questionnaire. The patterns of acceptance or rejection 
by the Catholic ethnics of the values implicit in the dominant culture value 
system by the Catholic ethnics are assumed to be related to their social class 
Position and/or age group. 
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Therefore, to place the problem in formal hypotheses, it is hypothesized 
that: 
1. The re is a direct relation between social position and the acceptance 
of dominant culture attitudes; 
2. There is an !,nverse relation between age differential and the ac-
ceptanoe of dominant culture attitudes. 
l.OYOLA 
UNIVERSITY 
CHAPTER II 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
The 1.;hi t:ing-Robertsdale natural social area is a community located in the 
extreme northwestern corner of Indiana, juxtaposed to the southeast city limits 
of Chicago and included in the Gary Metropolitan Area. It is a segregated 
community tiith no Negroes living within the city limits. 'rhe area is roughJ¥ 
triangular because of the ns. tural physical boundaries of Lake :r1icbtigan to the 
Uorth and NOl-theast, Wolf Lake to the West, and George Lake swamp to the South. 
Heavy industry, pr:incipally oil refineries and subsidiary facilities, forms an 
artificial barrier to the East and Southeast, which in conjunction with the 
physical barriers of the lakes, effectively isolates the community since access 
is limited to one branching federal highw~. 
Although Whiting-Robertsdale is identified as one community by both the 
residents and those outsiders familiar with the community, actua~ it is com-
posed of t,-JO separate political jurisdictions. \ird.ting is a.n incorporar.ed city 
of sonieten t::ousand (10,000) residents ~md has been ill existence sinca the turn 
of t:1e cel1tu~:-y. Robertsdale, bowe-v-er, havint; so.'lle fifteen thousa.'1d (1,5,000) 
resic'en-ts, c~ into existence onlj- relative.ly r20cently sinCG the raison::!' ~tre 
of Robertsdale is the need for a.cce.ss~o tlla -,NateI' oi J:-ake I·:iehigan O,l ~·IanImond, 
a city 0.f some cne hundred thousand (100,000) plus residents lyingl:.nree miles 
to the 0o ...... th. The purchase of a private estate by Har.l1110ndwilS prunarily to gain 
34 
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access to the lake, and to the residents of Robertsdale it seemed that Hammond's 
interest was only in the maintenance and function of the water plant located in 
Robertsdale. Since both Whiting and Robertsdale residents use the same postal 
address and the same telephone exchange (prior to the recent installation of a 
dial system) and since Robertsdale is separated fran Hammond by some three miles 
of swamp, fill-in and heavy industr.y facilities, there is an identification b,y 
Robertsdale's residents with Whiting rather than Hammond. There appears to be 
less interest and partisanship in the elections and candidates offered in 
H~ond's political contests by Robertsdale's residents and a much greater 
interest and discussion of the political contests and candidates in Whiting's 
elections. This may be due partially to the fact that Robertsdale is mainly 
populated by near relatives and friends of Whiting residents. Many of the 
Robertsdale residents are former Whiting residents because of the lack of living 
space in Whiting (virtually none of Whiting's 3,550 acres is available for new 
building). Relatively close relationships are maintained between the residents 
of both political jurisdictions since this distinction is not significant to 
them in terms of community. However, the political distinction does make one 
important difference. A recent movement toward the amalgamation of the two 
areas, due to a heightened dissatisfaction among Robertsdale residents with 
their political situation, met with resistance from a large segment of Whiting 
residents. The opposition, it seems, was due to the fact of a differential 
personal property and real estate tax rate between the two areas with Roberts-
dale's rate (one of the highest in the country) roughly well over twice that of 
Whi ting (one of the lowest in the country due to special services provided by a 
major industr.y). Other than this one disagreement, it is difficult to 
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distinguish Whiting reisdents from Robertsdale residents in their corr~ty 
sentiments. 
The Whiting-Robertsdale community was originally settled by the Irish, 
Germans, Slovaks and poles. In 1924 the area was reported to be fifty per cent 
(50%) Slovak (cf. pp. 21-22) At the time of the collection of thesis data, 
approximate~ 12.7% of the residents were foreign-born--considerab~ higher than 
the national average of 7.0% as reported in the 1950 United States Census Re-
ports. If the reader will refer to Tables I and III it will soon become eviden 
that there is a high degree of ethnic self-identification. Table I indicates 
that 78.23% of the respondents referred themselves to one or the other of the 
first six ethnic groups and this finding can be seen as supporting evidence of a 
high degree of ethnic identification by these people. Analysis of the data con-
tained in Table II reveals that 33.3% of the respondents identified themselves 
as Slovak, 11.6% claimed to be Polish, with a total of 45.0% of the respondents 
identifYing with one of these two major Slav ethnic groups. Slightly over one-
fifth (21.66%) of the respondents did not identit,y with an ethnic group, but 
described themselves as American. 
The first and second-generations of these ethnic groups are located in 
Whiting and greater numbers of second, third and post-third-generation live in 
Robertsdale due to the lack of new living space in vlhiting and the exceptionally 
low turnover of home ownership by the foreign-born Whiting residents. Recentl1, 
however, numbers of Southern whites have been moving into the older sections of 
Whiting as the older generation passes away and these homes are not desired 
1 Tables I and II, Pp. 37 and 38. 
Table I 
Ethnic Background As Given B.1 Catholic Male Respondents 
In All Parishes Based On A Selected Samplela 
Ethnio Group Number Per Cent 
Irish 108 4.58 
German 94 3.98 
Polish 416 17.65 
Slovak 977 41.46 
Hungarian 89 3.77 
croatian 160 6.79 
Mixed and Other 270 11.45 
No Information 242 10.27 
Total 2356 99.95 
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l~ancis A. Cizon and Joseph P. Scheuer, C.PP.S., Parishes in the Human 
Communi ~ (Highland, Indiana, 1961), Table 17, p. 18A. The authors note that 
their r ings were based on a 81.83 per oent sample of Catholic households. 
TABLE II 
E1'HNIC SELF-IDENTIFICATION BY CATHOLIC MALE RESPONDENTS 
TO THESIS QUES'rIONNAIRE 
ETHNIC GROUP NID4BER PER CENT 
Irish , 2.7 
German 3 1.7 
Polish 21 1l.7 
Slovak 60 33.3 
Hungarian 2 1.1 
Croatian 2 1.1 
American 39 21.7 
Hyphen-American 27 1,.0 
lfd.xed and Other 17 9.4 
No Information 4 2.2 
'fOTAL 180 99.9 
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b.Y the second and tn=lrd generations who have either established themselves 
permanently in Rober-tsdale or in the new block of suburbs lying due south of 
Wbiting. 
Approximately 5S% of the households of Whiting-Robertsdale are Catholic 
and 40% are non-Cath<>lic, mainly Protestant.2 The Catholics of the area are 
organized into five Farishes, four of which are national parishes and one is 
thought to be a naticonal parish b,y the residents, although actually it is a 
territorial parish. There are four parochial grammar schools with one of these 
schools offering courses in the Polish language and another offering courses in 
the Slovak language. There is no Catholic high school in Whiting-Robertsdale; 
however, there is a CJatholic high school located in another community approxi-
mately five miles south of Hhiting. There is a distinct lack of interest in 
the Catholic high sctiool since only 14.0% of the Catholic children of Whiting-
Robertsdale attend ttle Catholic high school.) 
The population of this natural social area is aging or aged, e.g., 7.74% of 
the population is s~ty-five years of age or over.4 In addition to the element 
of an aging ethnic population is the fact that there is virtua.l.ly no space 
available for new home-building in Whit,ing. The extensive home ownership 
(65.0% own their own homes) and the low rate of turnover has contributed to the 
remarkable stability of this population. 
'rhe source of the sample used in this thesis was derived from access by the 
~rancis A. Cizc>n and Joseph P. Scheuer, C.PP.S., Parishes in the Human 
~un1tl (Highland, Indiana, 1961), p. 7. - -
) 
Ibid., Table XXXVII, p. 101. 
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1Il'iter to the data gathered in a oomprehensive house-to-house parish census of 
the Hhiting-Robertsdale area survey conducted in June aIXi July, 1958. The 
parish census achieved a 93.0% ooverage of the households in vntiting-
Robertsdale.5 Extensive data was collected on each person contacted and placed 
upon NcBee cards. This almost complete file of all Catholic residents in the 
Whiting-Robertsdale area provided the research universe. The data available 
from these 9,635 McBee cards which is relevant to this thesis were: the name 
and address, age, sex occupation, educational achievement, nationality (by 
self-identification), selected religious behavior, marital status, number of 
living children, parish membership and years spent attending Catholic schools of 
rvery Catholic found in Whiting-Robertsdale. A wealth of other data that was 
included in the parish survey cards was not used or applied in this thesis. 
Separating the employed males 20-64 years of age, inclusive, from the total 
number of persons in the original parish census resulted in the thesis lllliverse 
from which the sample for this thesis was chosen. The thesis universe then 
contained 2164 6 males, aged 20-64, then having an occupation. Employed males 
were chosen on the premise that they would best exemplify social mobility and a 
clearer acceptance or rejection of the American dominant culture values. These 
males were then classified according to Hollingshead's Index of Social 
5Cizon and Scheuer, p. 7. 
6 Original universe contained 2168 males, however, four were dropped in the 
classification by the Index of Social Position. Since no individuals were found 
in Hollingshead's Class I and onJ¥ four individuals in the lower half of Class V 
were found, these four were dropped which made the total of 2164 males in the 
thesis universe. 
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position7 which is based on the criteria of education, occupation and area of 
residence.8 Therefore, using Ho1lingshead's Index of Social Position and his 
breakpoints in the classification of the thesis universe, the following distri-
bution by Social Position was derived as illustrated in Table III.9 The reader 
w111 note that the thesis universe reveals a preponderance of Oatholic males in 
Classes IV and V which correspond somewhat to \-1. Lloyd Warner's "lower-middle" 
and "upper_lower" classes. 
TABLE III 
DISTRIBUTION OF THESIS UNIVERSE 
BY mCIAI, POSITION 
Social Class Position Number Per cent 
I 0 0.0 
II 70 3.2 
III 640 29.5 
IV 1.302 60.0 
V lS6 or .2 
J:otal 2168 99.9 
7 A. B. Hollingshead and Frederich C. Redlich, Social Class and 1'1ental 
Illness (Nel-J York, 1958), pp. 387-397. 
8A fuller description of the Index of Social Position as employed in this 
thesis may be found in Appendix A, p. 
9 Table III, p. 41. 
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It was then decided that in order to provide a more meaningful analysis in 
terms of more precise and differentiated class positions tha. t the number of 
classes and the range of breakpoints would be changed. Hollingshead's five 
class division and breakpoints were reduced to three class divisions and a new 
combination of range scores and breakpoints were derived as described in Table 
IV .10 The result of these statistical manipulations will be found in Table 
vrn which describes the new distribution of the thesis universe which was then 
used as the source of the thesis sample.ll 
10 See Table IV, p. 43. 
llSee Table VIII, p. 48. 
I'"""" 
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TABLE IV 
HODIFICATION OF THE I.S.P. FIVE-CLASS POSITIONS TO THE 
THESIS THREE CLASS POSITIONS 
HOLLINGSHEAD 'fHESIS SOCIAL 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
ISP CLASS POSITIONS 
(20-.31) 
(32-55) I (32 ... 71) 
(56-86) II (72-)/'1) 
(87-ll5) III (102-125) 
(116-134) 
a_7l is mid-point of Hollingshead's Social Class III. 
b -101 is mid-point of Hollingshead's Social Class IV. 
c .. l25 is mid-point of Hol11ngshead's Social Class V. 
HOLLINGSHEAD 
CLASSES liND RANGES 
II (32 ... 55) 
upper III (56-71) a 
lower In (72-86) 
upper IT (87 .. 101>" 
lower IT (102 ... llS) 
upper V (ll6-125}C 
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Using the new ranges and breakpoints within a three olass division of the 
sample universe, the following distributions were determined in whioh the sample 
universe shows muoh the same distribution by broad categories in social olass 
pOsition. The largest number of individuals (1209) were found in Thesis Class 
II whioh is composed of Hollingshead's lower part of Class III and the upper 
part of Class IV.. This catego17 is sim1lar to Warner's lower-middle and upper .. 
lower classes. This distribution is clearly indicated by number and percent in 
Table IV. 
TABLE V 
THESIS UNIVERSE BY SOCI'U, POSITION, UTILIZING A MODIFIED VERSION OF 
HOLLINGSHEAD'S nIDE! OF SOCIAL POSITION, BY NUMBER AND PER CENT 
Social Class Position Number Per 'lent 
.. 
I 260 12.0 
II 1209 55.9 
III 695 32.1 
Total 2164 100.0 
After all persons of the thesis universe had been placed in their social 
class positions, the universe was further categorized into three age groupings: 
20-34, 35-49 and 50-64. The purpose of this procedure was to provide a rough 
correspondence with the first-, second-, third-, and post-third-generations of 
the ethnics under investigation. The combination of three social class po-
sitions and three age groupings determined a ~ strata classification of the 
theSis universe. These nine strata provided a classification that allowed a 
",..-. 
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more subtle discrimination in the choosing of a sample. The operation is de-
scribed in Table VI.12 in which one can see the composition of these ~ 
strata acoording to the thesis class, the age group and the sections of the 
;;.;;..--
Hollingshead social class trom which they were derived. 
TABLE VI 
A NmE STRATA CLASSIFICATION OF THE THESIS UNIVERSE BY AGE Al"'JD SOCIAL 
CIASS CATEGORIES, BY NU}1BER 
'!besis Social Age Groupings Dis tribution by" 
Class Position I.S.P. Classes Totals 
II Upper III 
I 1. 20-34 37 51 88 
2. 35-49 21 93 114 
3. 50-64 12 46 58 
Total 70 190 260 
Lower III Upper IV 
II 4. 20-34 169 187 356 
5. 35 .. 49 185 392 577 
6. 50-64 96 180 276 
Total 450 759 1209 
Imler "N Upper V 
7. 20-34 151 25 176 
8. 35-49 256 66 322 
9. 50-64 136 61 197 
Total 543 152 695 
Totals 2164 
12 Table VI, p. 45. 
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The following table, Table VII13 describes the final composition of the 
thesis universe as classified by the modified Index of Social Position and the 
three age grouping s represent ing ethnic generations. fhe emphasis placed upon 
such a degree of classification of the thesis universe was based on the as-
sumption that a finer differentiation of attitudinal preference would become 
more apparent. 
TABLE VII 
THESIS UNIVERSE, BY SOCIAL CLASS, AGE GROUP, COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS 
AND AGE GROUP, IN ~ruMBER AND PER CENT 
Social Combined Age 
Class Age Group Group and Number 
Position Social POSe 
I 20-34 1 88 
35-49 2 114 
50-64 3 58 
sub-Total 260 
II 20-34 4 356 
35-49 5 577 
50-64 6 276 
Sub-Total 1209 
III 20-34 7 176 
35-49 8 322 
50-64 9 197 
Sub-Total 695 
TOTAlS 2164 
13 
Table VII, p. 46. 
Per Qent 
4.1 
5.3 
2.7 
12.0 
16.4 
27.7 
12.8 
55.9 
8.1 
14.9 
9.1 
32.1 
100.0 
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The aetual sampling followed this procedure: first. fifty (50) males were 
chosen through interval sampling started with a random number from each of the 
nine strata (minus ten ["lOJ used previOUSly in a pUot study). Each selectee 
was given a code number corresponding to the identification number of his par-
ticular HcBee card. This code number was placed upon the questionnaire in the 
form of almost indistinguishable dots before selected question numbers. This 
procedure enabled the researcher to i~nt!!l the respondent and consequently 
made available all the social characteristics data from the McBee cards for his 
proper classification according to age and social position.. The actual sampling 
in terms of numbers and percentages of coverage, response, response by cate-
gories, etc .. , is described in Table VIII .. 1..4 Of a thesis universe of 2164 Catho-
lic ethnic males, aged 20-64, then presently Employed, 4,0 were chosen at 
random from the nine strata, which is a 20.7% sampling of the universe. The 
response in terms of usable returns was 180 of 189 replies, or a 40.0% response, 
and represents an 8.31% sampling of all the universe. 
An examination of Table VIII will reveal a distinct class bias evident in 
the response. Class I is heavily overrepresented in comparison wi th the 
response of Classes II and III. This sample bias, of course, MUSt be considered 
in the evaluation of the response by age and social class categories. 
Chapters TIl and IV will be devoted to the analysis of the data gained from 
the questionnaire returns in terms of social class, age groupings and by com-
bined social class and age group. 
14 Table VIII, p. 48. 
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TABLE VIII 
Stl l1'PLIHG AND QUES'l'IOm~AIIts HES?Ol:ISE OF '~HESE UNIV'll(sl.:., 
BY NUl !BEl( lUll PE r~ CEJ.,,{T 
--
-
Number Per Cent Per Cent Nu.mber of Per Cent Pel" Cent Per Cent 
in of Total of Sample Question of Sample of Sample of Total 
sa.:-np1e Universe Group Sent Returns Return per Return Per Universe 
Groups Out (50 Group ot Original of 2164 
per Group) 50 Sample Group 
-
1. 88 4.1 56.8 25 50.0 28.4 1.2 
2. 144 5.3 43.8 34 68.0 29.8 1.6 
3. ,8 2.7 86.2 17 34.0 29.3 .8 
4. 356 16.4 14.0 22 44.0 6.2 1.0 
5. 577 26.7 8.7 22 44.0 3.8 1.0 
6. 276 12.8 18.1 18 36.0 6.5 .8 
7. 176 8.1 28.4 16 .32.0 9.1 .7 
8, .322 14.9 1,.5 16 .32.0 5.0 .7 
9. 197 9.1 25.4 10 20.0 5.1 .5 
ToW 99.9 180 
_. 
CHAPTER III 
DATA ANALYSIS OF' ETHNIC AT'rITUDES Tar/ARD 
EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION 
Education and occupation will be treated together as empirically and logi-
cally related variables. The close correlation of eduoation with occupation is 
well knmm to social scientists: "educational requirements are almost without 
exception the prerequisites for entr,y into the higher prestige occupations and 
into the higher income categories."l The "Americanization" of the Slav ethnics 
as measured by the criterion of social mobility which is assumed to indicate 
either social mobility or a trend toward conformity with ItAmerican ways, " or 
both, is the thesis problem. Therefore, it mq be analyzed initially in terms 
of the two variables held to be of positive significance in social mobility.2 
The variable of education will be examined first, followed by an analysis of 
occupation and their possible relationships. 
The dominant value system as described by vlilliams3 and the ethnic (Slav) 
value system as derived from Schermerhorn'S work4 in terms so broad and general 
1 
Leonard Reissman, ~~.! in Allleri~ Society (Glencoe, ill., 1959), p. 332. 
2Ibid., 332-340. 
3See above, pp. 10-21. 
4Sce above, pp. 21-28. 
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as to constitute an "ethos" for both groups has been previously presented. The 
specific dominant culture values particularly examined in this thesis, in terms 
of education, are the following: 
1. The strong emphasis placed upon the £!:ac::tioalitl and usefulness of 
formal eduoation within the dominant culture value ~stem. 
2. The apparent adoption of the "Jaoksonian" system by the American edu-
cational system.rhe "Jaoksonian" systan has as its oentral value the ideal 
that eduoation whould be provided for eve~ne at !!! levels regardless of 
ability or competence. 
3. The general unspeoifio approval of a college education for ~, less 
so for girls. 
h. 1'he high value placed upon a oollege education by the dominant oulture 
as a prime means toward occupational and sooial suocess. 
The specific oom1nant culture values just presented are those toward which 
we assume the ethnios (Slavs) under stu<t" will manifest a positive or negative 
differential acceptanoe or rejeotion. 
Sohermerhorn, on the o~hcr hand, implies a lesser emphasis upon formal edu-
eationi'rthe ethnic groups (primarily Slav) beoause of the higher value placed 
upon a man's ability to do hard physical work and the early job placement of the 
child in the same oocupational oategory as the father whenever possible. It 
could be inferred from this pattern that the ethnic value system 'WOuld not in ... 
clude a positive attitude toward college eduoation, that is, formal education. 
This indifferenoe toward formal eduoation is especially manifest in the atti-
tude toward a formal education for girls. Occupational and social sucoess is 
to be aohieved by work not by eduoation as far as the ethnics are conoerned. 
How intensive these values were among the ethnios is not designated by 
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schermerhorn, but there is reason to believe that other factors than work empha-
sis may have been part of this motivation, for example, the lack of traditional 
opportunity. The questions in this section, therefore, attempt to measure the 
degree of acceptance or rejection of the values presented by l~lliarns and can be 
considered as a measure of ethnic acsimilation to this value system vrhether or 
not the ethnics originally held contradictory or relatively equivalent values. 
Thesis questions 20 &'1d 3 atte:rlpted to measure the attitudes of the re-
spondents toward the practical value of education wi thin the high school and 
college as desoribed by vJilliams in the dominant oulture value system. The 
~sis of the general response of question 20 which stated: UDo you think 
that the high schools todq do not iBach the children enough practical things to 
help them in life after tl'ey graduate" revealed that 63.9 per cent of all the 
respondents agreed with the question and its implioit value of the practioality 
of eduoation.' The response definitely indicates that most of the respondents 
believe that the present high school eduoation is not pract1cal enough. The 
variations in response to this question, however, reveal that the higher 800ial 
olass respondents were more likely to agree that sufficient practical knowledge 
is provided within the high school than were the respondents of the lower 
01a88.6 
5 
See Table IX, p. 52. 
6See Table X, p. 52. 
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TABU; IX 
NU1-1BER AND PEH. CENT OF RESPO:'rS:C;S UY SOCIAl ClASS 1'0 QUESi'.J.uN ~ 
-;-
SOCIAL n:s i-JO DON'T 'fOTAL KNOW 
CJJ:~'SS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per NUtn- Per 
ber Cent her Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
I 43 56.6 29 38.2 4 5.3 76 100.0 
II 43 69.4 13 21.0 6 9.7 62 100.0 
III 29 69.0 9 21.4 4 9.5 42 100.0 
TOTAL 115 63.9 51 23.3 14 7.8 180 100.0 
--
TABLE X 
NUMBER AND PER CErJ'l' OF RESPO;'JSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 20 
AGE r.cS NO DON'T TOTAL KNOW 
GROUP Num- Per Nunt- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 40 63.5 21 33.3 2 3.2 6) 100.0 
35-49 44 61.1 22 )0.6 6 8.) 72 100.0 
50-6Jl 31 6'3.9 8 17.8 6 1).3 h5 100.0 
TOTAL 115 63.9 51 28.3 14 7.8 180 100.0 
- 53 
The response, when analyzed in tems of age groupings, indioated that 
persons in the younger age groups more often than those in the older age groups 
agreed that practioal education within the high school was adequately provided.7 
When age grouping and sooial olass Sl'El combined, 8 we find that the younger 
the age group in each class, with minor exceptions, the greater is the agreement 
that the eduoation provided is prac'tical enough. In summary, the younger the 
age group and the higher the social olass, the more the respondents feel high 
school education is practical enough. The older the age group, and the lower 
the social class, the more the respondents feel that high school education is 
not practical enough. This would agree with the contention of the hypothesis 
that the younger and higher olass groups would be more in agreement with the 
dominant culture value that formal education is already suffioiently praotical 
and useful. 
The pattern of ethnio rejection of the practicalit,r of modern education may 
be interpreted as a survival of an attitude that is not conducive to formal edu-
cation. It mq be that education, or theoosts ot education in time, money and 
effort clashes with the ethnic (Slav) culture value of early job placement. A 
possible intervening variable in the much more favorable attitude of the re-
spondents in the higher social class positions may be related to their satis-
faction with socio-economio success, due perhaps to their superior educational 
achievements. 
7, See Table X, p. 52. 
8 
See Table XI, p. 54. 
~ 
, 
TABLE II 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPO~iSES BY Cor.IDINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 20 
". 
AGE CLASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
GROUP YES NO OON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T XOTAL 
KNCM KllOW KlJOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 14 56.0 10 40.0 1 4.0 25 100.0 15 68.2 6 27.3 1 4.5 22 100.0 11 68.8 5 31.2 0 .0' 16 1OO.C 
35-49 17 50.0 15 44.1 2 5.9 34 100.0 15 68.2 5 27.7 2 9.1 22 100.0 12 75.0 2 12.5 2 12.5 16 100.C 
50-64 12 70.6 4 23.5 1 5.9 17 100.0 13 72.2 2 11.1 3 16.7 18 100.0 6 60.0 2 20.0 2 20.0 10 100.0 
.-
TOTAL 43 56.6 29 38.2 4 5.3 76 100.0 43 69.4 P3 21.0 6 9.7 62 100.0 29 69.0 9 21.4 4 9.5 42 100.0 
V1. 
l::"" 
.. 
-----
-_ .. - _. __ ._----_._-
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QUestion 3 attempted to measure specifically the value of practicality in 
college education, however, the response was such as to lead to serious doubt 
regarding the validity of the question. Question 3 asked: ''Would you say that 
going to college is a waste of time if it does not help to get a good, high-
paying job after graduation?" The overwhelming negative response of 88.3 per 
cent of the total respondents,9 and the minor and inconclusive variations found 
in the analysis of the data by social class,lO by age group,ll and by combined 
social class and age groupl2 suggests strongly that the question did not measun 
an attitude but elicited perhaps an automatic and superficial answer from the 
respondents. In terms of this thesis toorefore, the response probably should be 
ignored, althougb the somewhat enthusiastic denial the statement proYoked could 
be interpreted perhaps as an indication of an American faith in college and 
college education Eer !!. 
9 See Table III, p. 56. 
10 See Table III, p. 56. 
ll~;ee Table lIn, p. 56. 
12 See Table IIV, p. 57. 
,,--
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TABLE XII 
r-IUH9ER .ru"ID PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL ClASS TO QUESTION 3 
---1- YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS Mum- Per Num- Per Num- Per Mum- Per 
ber Cent her Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
I-
I 6 7.9 69 90.8 1 1.3 76 100.0 
II 9 14.5 53 85.5 0 .0 62 100.0 
III 4 9.5 37 88.1 1 2.4 42 100.0 
TarAL 19 10.6 159 88.3 2 1.1 180 100.0 
TABLE xm 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUES'rION 3 
YES NO DONtT TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROOP Num- Per Na- Per Num- Per Mum- Per 
ber Cent her Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 8 12.7 54 85.7 1 1.6 63 100.0 
35-49 6 8.3 65 90.3 1 1.4 72 100.0 
50-64 5 1l.1 40 88.9 0 .0 45 100.0 
'rol'AL 19 10.6 159 88.3 2 1.1 180 100.0 
~ 
, 
TABLE XIV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS A.1W AGE GROUP ro QUESTION .3 
AGE CLASS I CLASS II CLASS TIl -~ 
GROUP YES NO toN'T TOTAL YES NO OON'T TOTAL ns NO DONtT TOTAL KNC1t1 KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 3 12.0 22 88.0 0 .0 25 100.0 .3 1.3.6 19 86.4 0 .0 22 100.0 2 12.s 13 81.2 1 6.2 16 100.0 
.35-49 1 2.9 32 94.1 1 2.9 34 100.0 3 13.6 19 86.4 0 .0 22 100.0 2 12.5 14 87.5 0 .0 16 100.0 
50-64 2 11.8 15 88.2 0 .0 17 100.0 3 16.7 J5 83 • .3 0 .0 18 100.0 0 .0 10 JOO.O 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 6 7.9 69 90.8 1 1.3 76 100.0 9 14.5 5385.s 0 .0 62 100.0 4 9.5 37 88.1 1 2.4 42 100.0 
Vt 
-..J 
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'{<lill1ams suggests that the Jacksonian system of education, which has as its 
central value the ideal that education should be provided for everyone regard-
less of ability' or competence, has been adopted in the l.:nited States. Question 
9 sought to measure the ethnic adoption of this dominant culture value by asking 
the respondents: "Do you believe that everyone should h-9.~e a chance to go to 
college, even those students whose grades in high school were poor?" The 
general response of the total respondmt group indicated that 53.9 per cent 
agreed and 43.9 per cent disagreed.13 Analysis of the data by social class 
shows that the highest class accepts the value the least, while the two lower 
classes are nearly identical in their response with the majority being more 
favorable toward the idea.14 This rejeotion of the Jacksonian system of edu-
cation by Class I could be an expected response since these respondents may have 
interpreted mass education as a direct threat to their socio-economic status. 
Also, this ideal of mass education may be seen by them as a denial of their 
"Puritan Ethic" which has as some of its basic postulates: ability, competence, 
hard work and virtue. 
13 
See Table XV, p. 59. 
14 See Table XV, p. 59. 
~--------------------------------------~ 
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TABLE XV 
NlJ11BER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUE..S1'ION 9 
r--
1-
SOCIAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL KNOW 
CLASS 
Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per- Num- Per 
her Cent her Cent bar Cent her Cent 
-
I 37 48.7 38 50.0 1 1.3 76 100.0 
II J6 58.1 24 38.7 2 3.2 62 100.0 
III 24 57.1 17 40.5 1 2.4 42 100.0 
TOTt\L 97 53.9 79 43.9 4 2.2 180 100.0 
Interpretation of the data of question 9 b,y age groups15 disoloses that the 
oldest age group agrees the most with the statement with 68.8 per oent of this 
group agreeing. This departure from the pattern of response posited by the 
hypothesis (an inverse relations to age) may ,be due to an intervening variable, 
which may be a subjeotive or an objective factor, subjectivel;rJ it mB¥ be that 
the respondent in the 35-49 age group, which agreed the least with h5.8 per oent 
disagreeing, may have been preoccupied with his lack of a college education. 
Objectively, the ideal may have been qualified in the minds of the respondents 
in the 35-49 age group who may have been concerned with the practioal problem of 
the economic burden to be assumed in the support of their children through 
college. 
15 See Table XVI, p. 60. 
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TABLE XVI 
Nm-mER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSE,C) BY AGE GROUP TO glJESTIOJ' 9 
-
AGE 
GROUP 
20-34 
35-49 
50-64 
YES 
Num-
ber 
33 
33 
31 
97 
Per 
Cent 
52.4 
45.8 
68.9 
53.9 
NO 
Num- Per 
ber Cent 
27 42.9 
38 52.8 
14 31.1 
79 43.9 
-
WNIT 
KNGl TOTAL 
Num- Per Nwn- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent 
3 4.8 63 100.0 
1 1.4 72 100.01 
0 .0 45 100.0 
4 2.2 180 100.0 
study of the data by combined social class and age groups16 found, in 
general, that, with minor variations, it was the oldest age groups that agreed 
the most ?uth the statement. The response of Class III, with the exception of 
the 35-49 age group (",rhich will be treated as an entity- later) resembles the 
response of the 50-64 age groups in Classes I and II. This seems to indicate 
that age may be the important factor in this pattern of aoceptance of the value. 
When the data was analyzed by sooial class, an almost even split of opinion 00-
eurred, and when the data was analyzed in terms of age groups, a consistent 
high approval by the oldest age groups appeared regardless of class position. 
However, this pattern of acoeptanoe by the oldest age group does not support 
our hypothesis that acceptance of daninant culture values is inversely related 
to ag<:;. vIe found, instead, a generally direct relationship between age group 
and acoeptance of this dominant culture value. 
16See Table XVII, p. 61. 
TABLE xvn 
NUMBER AND PER cmT OF REb"PONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 9 
---~~- .. -.------- - ---~----~.--- --.-------~.--~-.--- .. ---------.-- .. ---~~--- - --------------- ----------
~GE CLASS I CLASS II CIASS III 
GROUP YES YES 
roN'T 
NO IKNOW I TOTAL 
DON'T 
NO I KNOW I TOTAL YES 
DON'T 
NO I KNCM lroTAL 
N % I N % IN % I N % N % I N % IN % I N % N % I N % IN % I N % 
20-34 11 44.0114 56.0 0 .0~5 100.0 11 50.0 9 40.9 2 9.1 22 100.0 11 68.8 4 25.011 6.2116 100.0 
35-49 13 38.2 20 58.8 1 2.9 34 100.0 13 39.1 9 40.0 0 .0 22 100.0 7 43.8 9 56.210 .0116 100.0 
150-64 113 76.51 4 23.510 .0 7 100.0 12 66.7 6 33.3 0 .0 18 100.0 6 60.0 4 40.010 .0110 100.0 
TOTAL 137 48.7138 50.0111.3 f76 100.0 / 36 58.1/24 38.712 3.2162 100.0 I ,r, 57.1117 40.511 2.4142 100.0 
()'\ 
...... 
.., 
, 
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To continue, the older the age group in each class, with minor variations, 
the greater was the acceptance of ttJa value. This similarity of response 
between Class III as a whole and the 50-64 age groups in Classes I and II :mBiV be 
dUe to the similarity of the proportiOns of ethnics found in these categories. 
The data belowl7 indicates that roughly the same high percentages of ethnics are 
round in these categories, with the exception of the 35-49 age group in Class 
nI. 
TABLE XVIII 
ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF THE 50-64 AGE GROUP, AIL CLASSES; AND CIASS III, 
ALL AGE GROUPS, IN NUMBER AND PER CENT 
SOOIAL 
CLASS 
50 - 64 AGE GROUP 
Number Per Cent Total 
I 10 58.8 17 
II 16 88.8 18 
III 8 80.0 10 
34 45 
aINCLUDES HYPHEN - M!ERICANS 
AGE CLASS III 
Group Number Per Cent 
20-34 13 81.2 
35-49 11 68.7 
50-64 9 90.0 
TOTAL 33 
Total 
16 
16 
10 
42 
The data may partially explain the acoeptance of this value by these groups 
who may view higher education as a means toward "Americanization" or to higher 
socio-economic status. 
17 See Table XVIII, p. 62. 
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The explanation of the 35 .. 49 age group's pattem of least agreement with 
the statement when related to social class was found foo be greater for this age 
group in Class II than in either of the other two classes.1B Again, an inter-
.,erdng variable may be the basis of the inconsistency of the 35 ... 49 age group 
with regard to our hypothesis. A symptom of "marginality" may be manifesting 
itself in the response of this group. Their response may be influenced by their 
inability or lack of opportunity to earn a college degree, due perhaps to their 
birth position within the ethnic family. This, of course, is an assumption that 
this particular age group assumed early responsibilities in terms of ethnic 
family values (early job plaoement) and were handicapped in their personal 
aspirations. However, the data given in Table Xn:19 reveals some comparative 
figures that indio ate at least a degree of relative deprivation in educational 
achievement between age groups. Holding social class constant, the data show 
that 47.6 per cent of the 20 ... 34 age group completed college or mUTe ~:lile only 
23.6 per cent of the 35-49 age group completed college or better. In comparisoI\ 
15.6 per cent of the 50-64 age group finished college or more which can be taken 
as some evidence of the "marginality" of the 35-49 age group. 
Williams discussed the high value pl.a.ced upon a college education as a 
prime means toward occupational and social sucoess. This value was investigated 
by question 17 which states: liDo you believe that the best way for a boy to get 
ahead is to have a oollege degree?" This question, as did question 3, elicited 
an extremely favorable attitude toward this value; 85.6 per cent of the total 
IB 
See Table XVI, 
19See Table XIX, 
~ 
1 
TJ.13LE XIX 
YEAP.8 OF SCHool,ING, 35-49 AGE GROUP, FY CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHool,Un, IN NtJ}'!IER AND W,R CENT 
YEARS OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLING NON-CATHOT,IC SCHOOI,IOO 
--SCHOOL 
Class I Class II Class III Total Class I Class II Class III Total Total 
COMPl,ETFT' 
% % No No No % No % No % No % No % No % No % 
o - 1 4 11.8 6 27.3 4 25.0 14 19.4 14 9.6 
8 22 64.7 14 63.6 10 62.5 46 63.9 46 31.7 
9 - 11 1 4.5 1 5.9 2 2.1 1 2.9 1 4.5 2 2.8 4 2.8 
12 2 5.9 5 22.7 5 29.4 12 16.4 2 5.9 1 4.5 2 12.5 5 6.9 17 11.7 
13 - 15 16 47.0 15 68.2 0 58.8 4l 56.2 1 2.9 1 1.4 42 29.0 
16 8 23.5 1 4.5 1 5.9 10 13.7 3 8.8 3 4.2 13 9.0 
16+ 8 23.5 8 ll.O 1 2.9 1 1.4 9 6.2 
TOTALs 34 99.9 22 99.9 17 100.0 73 100.0 34 99.9 22 99.9 16 100.0 72 100.0 P-45 100.0 
BTotal does not add up to 180 since all respondents were not identified by t}-pe of schooling. 
~ 
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respondent group answered yes to this proposition. ~ Analysis of the response 
by social elass2l found that the two higher classes agreed the most, while the 
lCMest class agreed the least. However, analysis of the data by age groups22 
reveals that respondents of the older age groups agreed the most with the state-
ment, while the youngest age group agreed the least. 
1tJhen the response 1s interpreted by combined social. class and age group23 
we find that the general pattern of response described above is repeated. How-
ever, Class II has a pattern of response by all of its age groups more nearly 
similar to the response of the total group_ 
The hypothesis that acceptance of these values would be in inverse 
relationship to age is not supported by the data since it is the youngest age 
groups, with minor Variations, who are in the least agreement with the state-
ment. The interposition of a possible intervening variable may be the re-
spondentls subjective evaluation of the question in terms of their own self-
position. For example, the Class I youths, being Class I, are perhaps already 
in possession of the advanced education necessary to maintain their social 
position. The Class III youths are perhaps being realistic in their awareness 
that their opportunities for higher education are minimal, and may have ration-
alized this fact by devaluating the importance of higher education. Data 
20 See Table XX, p. 66. 
21 See Table XX, p. 66. 
22See Table XXI, p. 66. 
23see Table XXII, p. 67. 
- 66 
TABLE XX 
NUNBEH. AND PER C~JT OF HESPO}l"SES BY SOCLU, CLASS 1'0 QUESTION 17 
-1-
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
bar cent her Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
I-
I 66 86.8 9 ll.B 1 1.3 76 lOO.O 
II 55 98.7 5 8.1 2 3.2 62 100.0 
In 33 78.6 9 21.4 0 .0 42 100.0 
TOTAL 154 85.6 23 12.8 3 1.7 180 100.1 
TABLE XXI 
NmIBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 17 
-
YES NO OON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP 
Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Mum- Per 
her Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent 
20..34 50 79.4 12 19.0 1 1.6 63 100.0 
35-49 64 8B.9 7 9.7 1 1.4 72 100.0 
50-64 40 88.9 4 8.9 1 2.2 45 100.0 
TOTAL 154 85.6 23 12.8 3 1.7 180 100.1 
~ , 
TABLE XXII 
NUMBER AI'lD PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY CONBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE Group TO QUESTION 17 
CLASS I CLASS II CLASS TIl 
AGE 
YES NO roNtT TOTAL YES NO OON'T TOTAL YES NO roN"" TOTAL 
GROUP KNOW KNOW KNCW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 19 76.0 5 20.0 1 4.0 25 100.0 20 90.9 2 9.1 0 .0 22 100.0 n 68.8 5 3l..2 o .0 16 100.0 
.35-49 .31 91.2 .3 8.8 0 .0 .34 100.0 19 86.4 2 9.1 1 4.5 22 100.0 14 87.5 2 12.5 o .0 16 100.0 
50-64 16 94.1 1 5.9 0 .0 17 100.0 16 88.9 1 5.6 1 5.6 18 100.0 8 80.0 2 20.0 o .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 66 86.8 9 ll.8 1 1.) 76 100.0 55 88.7 5 8.1 2 .3.2 62 lOO.O )) 78.6 9 21.4 o .0 42 100.0 
0"-
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contained in Table xrx24 regarding educational achievement may be concrete evi-
dence for these attitudes, e.g., 76.0 per cent of the Class I youth finished 
college or more, while onlJr 6.2 per cent (one individual) of the Class III youth 
finished college. It is admitted that the sample used is too small for defini-
tive conclusions. 
The dominant value described by 1;lilliams as Itthe general unspecific ap-
proval of a college education for boys, less so for girls" was examined by 
question J2 t "Would you sS({ tha. t it is a waste of time and money for a girl to 
go to college unless she is going to follow a career?" The general response by 
the total respondent group was an overwhelming approval of a college education, 
even for girls, since 75.6 per cent disagreed with the question.25 The analysis 
of the data (the negative responses) by social class26 indicates a direot re-
lationship of aoceptance of the value by social class. 
Referring to the data in terms of age groups,27 it is the 35-49 age group 
that accepts the dominant value the most of all three age groups. 
A more meaningful pattern of response is obtained when the data was ar-
ranged according to cClllbined sooial class and age groups.28 The data indicates 
tha t the youngest age group of all three classes agrees the least with the 
dominant value. 
24 See Table XIX, p. 64. 
25See Table XXIII, p. 69. 
26 See Table XXIII, p. 69. 
27 See Table XXIV, p. 69. 
28 See Table XXV, p. 70. 
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TABLE XXIII 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 12 
-
-' YES NO DONfT TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
cr.ASS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
I 9 ll.8 67 88.2 0 .0 76 100.0 
II 18 29.0 43 69.4 1 1.6 62 100.0 
III ,16 38.1 26 61.9 0 .0 42 100.0 
TOTAL 4.3 23.9 1.36 75.6 1 16 180 100.1 
TABLE XXIV 
N1J1.ffiER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROllP TO QUESTION 12 
. 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP Num- Per Num- Per Mum- Per Mum- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent bar Cent 
20-34 19 .30.2 44 69.8 0 .0 6.3 100.0 
35-49 1.3 18.0 58 80.6 1 1.4 72 100.0 
50-64 1.1 24.4 34 75.6 0 .0 45 100.0 
TOTAL 4.3 2).9 1.36 75.6 1 .6 180 100.1 
~ 
, 
TABIE xn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 12 
AGE CLASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
GROUP YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
KNOW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % I 
20-34 4 16.0 21 84.0 0 .0 25 100.0 8 36 0 4 14 63 0 6 o .0 22 100.0 7 43.8 9 56.2 0 .0 16 100.0 
35-49 3 8.8 31 91.2 0 .0 34 100.0 5 22.7 16 72.7 J4.5 22 100.0 5 31.2 11 68.8 0 .0 16 100.0 
50-64 2 11.8 15 88.2 0 .0 17 100.0 5 27.8 13 72.7 o 00 18 100.0 4 40.0 6 60.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 9 1108 67 88.2 0 .0 76 100.0 18 29.0 43 69.4 11.6 62 100.0 16 38.1 26 61.9 0 .0 42 100.0 
-.J 
0 
-
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In recapitulation, for purposes of interpretation, three major patterns 
arose in the ana~sis of the data of question 12. First, the lower the class 
and the older the age group, the less is the agreement with the value; secondly, 
the 35-49 age group was found to be the most accepting regardless of social 
class. 
the first pattern may be interpreted in light of the fact that the lower 
the class and the greater the age of the respondent, the greater is the proba-
bility that he is either foreign-born or an ethnio b.1 self-identification.29 
There is corroborative data to indicate that at least one ethnic groupls 
(Polish) attitude toward higher education is decidedly negative. Table XXVI 
desoribes a reoent study30 which examined the sex distribution of persons over 
20 going beyond high school in five parishes found that the lowest percentage 
(24.1 per oent) of females attending college came from this particular ethnio 
group parish.3l This partioular attitude is shared b,y two other Slav groups 
as evidenoed b.Y figures showing that 34.4 per cent and 33.3 per cent of those 
attending college in each parish were female. 32 
29 See Table XVIII, p. 62. 
30 See Table XXVI, p. 61. Francis A. Gizon and Joseph P. Scheuer, C.PP.S., 
Parishes in the Human Community (Highland, Indiana, 1961), Ta'~)le 33, p. 34. 
31 ~., Table 33, p. 34. 
32~., p. 34. 
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TA.BLE XXVI 
Sex Distribtuion of Persons Over 20 Going Beyond High School in F-ach 
A.nd All Parishes 
--
?'tRISHES TOTAL HA.LE FEHfl.LE 
Parish I 99.99 65.62 34.37 
Parish II 99.99 59.74 40.25 
Parish III 99.99 75.92 2L.07 
Farish IV 99.99 62.85 37.14 
Farish V 99.99 66.66 33.33 
All Parishes 99.99 64.19 35.30 
Interpretation of the accepting attitude of the 35-49 age brouP is some-
what more difficult. One mir-:ht see this attitude as a relection of the re-
spondent's practicp.J. knowledge of the college canpus as a source of suitable 
marriage mates for their daughters. It may reflect the pragmatic view of a 
college education for girls as a means of up"mrd social mobility by enhancing 
their marriageability. 
The negative attitude of the 20-34 age Eroup seems to reflect a distinct 
class bias toward the idea of a W01nc"U1 havina more education than her husband. 
The greater ne~:ative response by Class III youth may be a protest against the 
loss of possible superior mates who ",ill have educated themselves out of reach 
of these men. 
In summary, the general majority response of the total respondent group 
WOuld seem to indicate, ,..rUh some exceptions (the reasons for which will be 
discussed later), an acceptance of the four dominant culture values just 
analyzed. The accepted values were: the practicality and usefulness of formal 
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education, tbe; adoption of Jack.'>onianism, a college educatiion as a means tm'lard 
occupational a~d social success, and an unspecific approval of a college edu-
cation. 
In terms of our hypotheses, questions and data analyses revealed the ex-
pected direct relation of social class to the acceptance of dominant culture 
values, hut also produced the unexpected direct rather than inverse relations 
of a;:8 group to the acceptance of these values .rherefore, both social class 
and age group show a generally direct relationship to the acceptance of dominant 
culture values. This is a valid generalization if one a.ccepts this Hriter's 
contention that the disapproval of Jacksonianism by Class I represents a more 
valid class attitude than the acceptance of Jacksonianism vJhich would be pre-
dicted by ~·rilliao'Tts. However, it is wi thin the pattern of response by age groups 
that a number of variations appear which need some clarification. rhe first 
response variation by age group to be considered is the rejection by the 20-34 
age group of both the value of college as crucial for success and the value of 
a colleee education for girls. Secondly, the 35-49 age group paradoxical~ 
approves least of Jacksonianism, and, on the other hand, approves most of a 
college education for f:irls. fhirdly, the 50-64 age group approves most of 
Jacksc:>nianism, and approves much less so for the necessity of a college edu-
cation for girls. 
fhese variations admit of no easy solutio:1 Wlless one entertains the notion 
that each age Croup is oriented toward different, motivational sources. The 
nrcscnt i.Jriter would tentatively advance the proposition that the 20-34 age 
group is class-oriented, the 35-49 ai.'e group is mobility-oriented, and the 
50-61+ graun is ethnic-oriented in motivations as expressed in their variate 
~r-~----------------------------------------------7-4--~ 
attiturleS. To illustrate t"is proposition: the 20-3h iJ.i::"e group's rejection of 
a. collo[,;e education as basic to success is directly related to class, i.e., the 
lov'er the cl.a.ss, the less is the acceptance of this dominant value. The writer 
;.Iould suggest that this attitude is most directly related to class in terms of 
subjective values a"ld objective life chances as discussed in a number of studies 
on this topic, for example, Elmtown's Youth. 33 'rhe same relationship of class 
toward the rejection of a college education for girls bw these youths is again 
congruent to a lower class evaluation of the necessity for a well-educated wife. 
The 3,-49 age group, in rejectiUf Jacksonianism (especially in terms of the 
conditions expressed in question 9), seems to be practically weighing the chance 
of success by this means. I'lobility, or striving, would necessitate a careful 
husba."lding of resources to better insure success and are not to be "gambled" on 
vIi t,h less than an optimal assurance of success. As expressed before in the 
text,34 a collegecrlucation for t~irls has been recognized bw both this age group 
and social scientists as an optimum means of upward social mobility through 
enhanced oPTlortunities for a ~'good" marriar;e. 
?inally, the 50-6h age froup by 8>""'Pressing the most approval of 
Jacksonianism and a lesser approval of a college education for ~irls is acting 
within an ethnic orientation. JQcksonianism, or the practically unlimited 
opportunity for hifher education, quite possibly is seen by this group as a 
prime means to'lPrard Americanization or higher socio-economic status. However, 
this attitude is qualified by being probably more suited for men rather than 
women 1-fho do not need a higher education to play their traditional role of 
33A• f3. Hollingshead, Elmtown's youth Clev' Yor,e, 19h9). 
34See p. 68. 
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wife ano mother. 
So, although \ie :nay have, for eXcinple, cl similarity of response between the 
20 .. 3)~ a;:e gyoup anc) the 50-6L. age group in their rejection of the value of a 
college education for girls, the writer Bubmits that the mot,ivaLional sources 
for these similar attitudes are Quite different. This paradiGm of three moti-
'Vatj.~mal orientations h36 been presented to indicate the recurrent problem any 
analyst confronts i-men interpretin;.: an attitude questionnaire wherein all possi-
ble i'1torvening variables have not been and usually cannot be controlled. How-
ever, there is a definite need for additional researcb to verify these hypo-
thetical sources of motivation. 
rhe specific dominant cultlL"r'S values examined in this thesis, in terms of 
3c' 
occupation, ~ are: 
1. ItBy 'American' ideals [s0cio-economic positio!!7 should be based upon 
personal qualities and achievements." The postUlates underlying this ideal are 
the following: 1. "This is a society of equality of opportu."1ity and free 
competitive placement (Anyone 'who has it in him can get ahead). 2. Hence, 
success is solely a matter of individual merit. 3. Hence, those vmo are at the 
top deserve to be there, and those at the bottom are there because of lack of 
talent or effort. It is their own fault. L.. rhus, the placement of individu-
als could not be otherwise without violating the value of individual achieve-
ment:i.36 
2. The ·~..merican ideal' has lost some of its luster !'mnon€; trare workers 
35See above, pp. 18-21. 
36 See above, p. 18. 
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(8.monc' "r'r:orj/ there is fairly vJidespread conviction that ~.realth is largel;>' the 
-
result of inherited position, 'pull' rtnd connections or luck. 3? 
J. ~af,e earners are not union-inclined without question, they tY11ica11y 
see thcmsf:lves as bid for by the unionmd tbe compa·:'w, they constitute one 
corner of the triangle. ft3B 
The specific ethnic (Slav) attitudes and values toward occupation as in-
terpreted by Schermerhorn39 are the following: 
1. The Poles tend to resist joining labor unions on the grounds th&t the 
unions are generally non-Polish and that the union dues and fees cut into their 
savings. 
2. rhe Slovaks are described by Schermerhorn as being passive to the idea 
of unionization. l'hey vlill join a union if necessary, but can get along with-
out it rather than organize. 
3. fhe generalized attitude on the part of the Slovaks and Poles seems to 
be an ambition :'or job security and personal independe.'1ce throuf,h home owner-
ship. 
rhe dominant culture values numbered one and two were measured by thesis 
questions 16 and 19 respectively. Question 16 asked: !llJou1d you say that most 
of the people in the better paying jobs are there because: a) they Hark harder, 
b) they know the right people, c) they l .. ere lucky, d) they have more skill and 
aiJili ty, e) none of the above, but: 
---
, f) don't know. 1I rhe general response 
37See above, p. 19. 
38See above, p. 21. 
39 See above, p. 27. 
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of the totaJ respondent grouphO 57.2 per cent, agreed to the b€lief that 50cio-
economic success was due to the fact "they have more skill an,' ability,!I and 
17. 2 per cent held that success was the result of !ttiley know tile riGht people." 
curiously, only 6.1 per cent thouGht lIthey .. lork h::.rder, II and an infinitesimal 
1.6 ner cent thought "they were lucky." 
Curiously, when the data is a..'1alyzed by social class41 it is the lowest 
class .. rho most affj.!'!l1 their belief in sld.ll and ability as a prerequisite for 
success. vJilliams' s interpretation vmuld lead one to expect a f;reater belief 
in skill and ability a"'Tlong the higher social classes on the assumption tha. t tbis 
group is most likely to hold that their socio-economic position is due to those 
talents. However, the fact that Class I was the least accepting of the propo-
sition that success is due to the fact that "they know the right people il may, 
~! inference, indicate a greater covert belief in personal worth than was indi-
cated by their response toward skill and ability. Only in the response to "they 
work harder" is found the direct relationship hypothesized between social class 
and dominant culture attitudes. The higher the social class, the greater was 
the acceptance of this factor. However, the number of respondents (11) is 
really too few to draw any valid generalizations.fhe data cloes seem to indi-
cate a general disbelief in hard work as a prerequisite for occupational success 
by all social classes since only 6.1 pcr cent accepted this condition. 
\nalysis of the data by age grouph2 in regard to ·'they have more skill and 
hoC" 0ee Table XXVII, p. 78. 
41. ~ee Table X'ClrII, p. 78. 
JL2f"' 0EOe 'fable' ·:V';:-TJ, p. 79. 
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'rABLE xxvn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPOUSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 16 
A B C D E F G TOTAL 
SOCIAL 
ClASS Num- Per NUJl- Per Num- Per Num- Per Bum- Per NUPl- Per Num- Per Num- Per her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 6 7.9 9 11.8 1 1.3 41 53.9 4 5.3 2 2.6 13 17.1 76 100.0 
II 4 6.4 15 24.2 1 1.3 34 54.8 0 .0 6 9.7 2 3.2 62 100.0 
TIl 1 2.4 7 16.7 1 2.4 28 66.7 2 4.8 0 .0 3 7.1 42 100.0 
TOTAL 11 6.1 31 17.2 3 1.7 lO3 57.2 6 3.3 8 4.4 18 lO.o 180 100.0 
I 
--:J 
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TABIE XXVIn 
NUMBER AND Pm cmT OF RESPONSES Br AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 16 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL Composite) 
GROUP Null- Per Hum- Per Hum- Per NUIl- Per t!tuu- ?er Hum- Per NUll- Per Num- Per 
her Cent her Cent her Cent 'her Cent bel- Cent her Cent bel" Cent her Cent 
20-34 2 3.2 9 14.3 1 1.6 40 63.5 2 3.2 2 3.2 7 ll.l 63 100.0 
3$-49 5 6.9 1.3 18.0 2 2.8 41 $6.9 4 5.6 4 5.6 3 4.2 72 100.0 
50-64 4 8.9 9 20.0 0 .0 22 48.9 0 .0 2 4.4 8 17.2 J6 100.0 
TOTAL 11 6.1 .31 17.2 .3 1.7 103 57.2 6 3.3 8 4.4 18 lO.O 180 100.0 
--J 
'-0 
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abilitY''' revealed that the younger the age group, the greater was the acceptance 
of this value. An inverse relationship of age group and the acceptance of domi-
nant values manifests itself in the analysis of "they know the right people," 
with the older age groups believing this to be so more than the younger age 
groups. This pattern of contradictory attitudes may be an example of the teach-
ing efficacy of the "official" culture upon the attitudes of the y-outh, con-
~asted with the effect of the "operating" culture upon the older age groups. 
This response pattern, perhaps, refiects degrees of optimism and c,.n1cism by 
age groups in terms of idealism am pragmatism. 
When social class and age group are combined,4.3 the data reveal, in general, 
the same pattern of response indicated in the separate analyses bY' social class 
and age group, that is, a direct relationship of social class CI'ld age group to 
the acceptance of dominant culture values. HoweVer, the data does present the 
interesting findings that it is the .35-49 age group of Class I and the 20-34 
age groups of Classes II and III who are the DlOst enthusiastic in their accept-
ance of the proposition that "success is due to sldll and ability." 
Therefore, in s\Ul1ll1&l7, it was found that the majority opinion (57.2 per 
cent) was that success is due more to sldll and ability than to luck or con-
nections. The general trend of the response, with minor variations, was a 
direct relationship of social class and age group to the acceptance of this 
dominant value. This pattern could be evidence of a of Williamsts 
interpretation that the wage workers believe wealth (success) is due to "pull," 
"connections," or "luck." One could speculate that the approval of the 
43 See Table mx, pp. 81-83. 
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TABLE XXIX 
NUMBER AND PER CEm OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUPrO QUESTION 16 
SOCIAL CIASS I 
~GE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
! 
PROUP ~ Per Num- Per Num- Per Num Per Mum- Per Mum- Per Mum- Per Mum- Per ber Cmt bar Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent ~ Cent bar Cent ber Cent 
2o-3lt 2 8.0 2 8.0 1 4.0 12 48.0 2 8.0 1 4.0 5 20.0 26 100.0 
35-49 2 5.9 6 17.6 0 .0 21 61.8 2 5.9 1 2.9 2 5.9 34 100.0 
I 
5o-6h 2 11.8 1 5.9 0 .0 8 47.0 0 .0 0 .0 6 35 • .3 17 100.0 
TOTAl 6 7.9 9 11.8 1 1.3 41 53.9 4 5.3 2 2.6 13 17.1 76 99.9 
CXl 
I-' 
.~ 
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TABLE XXIX (Continued) 
NUMBER AND PER OmIT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED mOIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 16 
SOCIAL CLASS II 
!tGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
3ROUP tNum Per NUll- Per NtIm- Per NUlIl- Per Num- Per Null- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent ber Cent ber Cent bar Cent bar Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 0 .0 4 18.2 0 .0 16 72.7 0 .0 1 4., 1 4.5 22 99.91 
I 
35-49 3 13.6 5 22.7 1 4.5 10 45.4 0 .0 3 13.6 0 .0 22 99.9 
~I 1 5.6 6 33.3 0 .0 8 44.4 0 .0 2 11.:'- 1 5.6 18 100.0 
I 
I 
TOTAL 4 6.5 15 24.2 1 1.3 34 54.8 0 .0 6 9.7 2 3.2 62 99.91 
I 
co 
N 
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TABIE XXIX (Continued) 
NID-mER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CIASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 16 
SOCIAL CLASS TIl 
A B C D E F G TOTAL 
~GE i 
PROUP Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Nom- Per Nom- Per Nom- Per Num- Per Num- Per ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent [ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 0 .0 3 18.8 0 .0 12 75.0 0 .0 0 .0 1 6.2 16 100.0 
35-49 0 .0 2 12.3 1 6.2 10 62.5 2 l2.5 0 .0 1 6.2 16 99.9 
50-64 1 10.0 2 20.0 0 .0 6 60.0 0 .0 0 .0 1 10.0 10 100.0 
l'OTAL 1 2.4 7 16.7 1 2.4 28 66.7 2 4.8 0 .0 3 7.1 42 100.1 
GIl 
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IIAmerican ideal rt of success by the lower classes, since there is a greater 
proportion of ethnics in these classes compared to the highest class,44 in an 
attempt to assimila.te the dominant of "official" culture values. Again, the 
approval of the I'American ideal" by the youngest age groups may be due to the 
relative recency of their training in the official and ideal culture. It may 
also be due to the emphasis given toward skill and ability as values in them-
selves within the formal school system. 
It would seem, therefore, that the analy'sis of the response to question 16 
did not provide sufficient conclusive evidence to support Williams's contention 
that a major belief of the wage workers is that luck, connections or pull is 
more causative of success than any other factor. On the contrar,y, we found at 
least an overt belief in the American ideal to a greater degree among the lower 
(assumedly wage workers) classes than we did among the higher (assumedly sala-
ried workers) classes. 
Question 19 examined the assumed attitude of wage workers toward ncon-
Mctions" or "pull" more directly b,y asking: !lWould you say that in order to 
get ahead nowadays, it is not what you know but who you know that counts?11 The 
general response of the total respondent group was that 64.4 per cent rejected 
the proposition and impliCit value.4S Although nearly two-thirds of the re-
spondents rejected the proposition, it is interesting to note that nearly a 
third of the respondents agreed. 
44 See Table XVIII, p. 62. 
4S See Table XXI, p. 85. 
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When the data is considered by social class,46 the proposition is rejected 
in a generally direct relationship to social class; the higher the social class 
of the respondent, the greater is the rejection of the value. However, those 
who did accept the proposition, which Williame claimed to be a characteristic 
belief among the wage workers, also followed a direct relationship to social 
class. 'rhe lower the class, the greater is the acceptance of the value of 
connections. 
TABLE XXX 
NUMBER AND PER emT OF RESPONSES TO QUES'fION 19 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNGI 
ClASS Num- Per Num- Per Num.- Per Num- Per 
her Cent her Cent bar Cent ber Cent 
I 16 21.0 55 72.4 5 61.6 76 100.0 
II 21 33.9 36 58.1 5 8.1 62 100.0 
III 15 35.7 25 59.5 2 4.8 42 100.0 
TOTAL 52 28.9 116 64.4 12 6.7 180 100.0 
A similar pattern of d1rect relationship of age group to the rejection of 
the proposition and implicit value is .found when the data is analyzed by age 
group.47 In terms of Williams's prediction, those who did accept the propo-
sition and value did so in a direct relationship to age group_ The older the 
46 See Table XXX, p_ 8.5. 
47 See Table XXXI, p. 86. 
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age group, the greater was the acceptance of the characteristic belief. 
TABIE XXXI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE Group TO QUESTION 19 
AGE 
GROUP 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
KNOW 
Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent her cent ber Cent her Cent 
14 22.2 48 76.2 1 1.6 63 100.0 
23 .31.9 41 56.9 8 11.1 72 100.0 
15 33.3 27 60.0 3 6.7 45 100.0 
TOTAL 52 28.9 116 64.4 12 6.7 180 100.0 
These patterns of a direct relationship ot aoceptance or rejection of the 
proposition and value to social class and age group are duplicated when the data 
is analy'zed in terms of combined social class and age group. 48 This is to say 
there is a direct relationship of attitudes in terms of the thesis hypotheses 
and in terms of Williams' s specific hypothesis concerning this particular value 
orientation. 
In summary, the data of question 19 revealed a general rejection of the 
proposition and value by a majority (64.4 per cent) or almost two to one. Also, 
the acceptance or rejection of the value was found in a direct relationship to 
social class when viewed either in terms of the thesis hypothesis or Williams's 
prediction. Similar:q, the same direct relationship of acceptance or rejection 
of the dominant value was found when the data was arranged by age group. 
48 
See Table XXXII, p. 87. 
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.~ 
, 
TABLE IXnI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COHBlNED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 19 
~GE CLASS I ClASS II CLASS nI 
PRooP YES NO OON-T TarAL YES NO OON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
KNOW KNON KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % ~J % 
~O-34 8 24.0 19 76.0 0 .0 25 100.0 5 22.7 16 72.7 1 4.5 22 100.0 3 18.7 13 81.2 0 .0 16 100.0 
35.49 7 20.6 23 67.6 4 11.8 34 100.0 10 45.4 9 40.9 3 13.6 22 100.0 6 37.5 9 56.2 1 6.2 16 100.0 
,0-64 3 17.6 13 76.5 1 5.9 16 100.0 6 33.3 11 61.1 1 5.6 18 100.0 6 60.0 3 30.0 1 10.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 16 21.0 55 72.4 5 6.6 76 100.0 21 33.9 36 58.1 5 8.1 62 100.0 15 35.7 25 59.5 2 4.8 42 100.0 
0:> 
-J 
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'!'herefore, the thesis hypothesis of a direct relationship of acceptance of 
dominant culture values to social class is supported. The hypothesis of an in-
.,erae relationship of acceptance of dominant values to age group is denied. 
FinAlly, the data does seell to support, to a degree, Williams's contention that 
a characteristic bel1ef among wage workers is that success is due to luck, con-
nections or pull. 
w~ of special comment is the 35-49 age group, wb1ch throughout the 
analysis of the data has presented anomalies and dLd so again in the an~8is of 
question 19. The reader will recall that in the table of figures of question 16 
by combined social class and age group49 it was the 35-49 age group in Class I 
who most believed that success was due to skill and ability. In comparison, it 
was the 35-49 age group of Class II who agreed to the proposition of question 16 
(skill and ability) identically (4,.4 per cent1 with their agreement to the 
propositiDn of queetion 19 (connections)! This anomalous attitude pattern of 
the .35-49 age group of Class II calls for some interpretation. First of all, 
question 16 offered a nUClber of alternative "sate" answers to the respondents. 
On the other band, question 19 offered only a yes or no answer to what is actu-
al.4' question 16's category' (b) I It'!bey know the right people. 1f It is the 
writer's opinion that this pattern indioates more preoisely the difference in 
atti tudes of groups of sucoessful and not-yet-suooess.f'ul strivers. Class I, 
whom we can consider as be~ relativeq suocess.f'ul in their striving and up-
ward mobil1ty', credit skill and abllity for their success. Class II, still 
striVing, considers "connections lt as probably more relevant to their future 
49 See Table XXXII, p. 87. 
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success since skill and ability are probabl,y taken for granted. The problem 
JfISY be seen in stUl another viewpoint, that of "overt" and "covert" values. An 
overt value here may be the belief in skill and ability; a covert value may be a 
belief in the efficacy of oonneotions within this group of upwardly mobile 
strivers. 
'!tlilliams' desoription of the wage-workers attitude toward unionism was that 
they were not union-inolined without question, but saw themselves as being bid 
for by both union and oompan;y. QUestion 22 sought to measure this attitude: 
"Do you believe that every man who works for wages should belong to a good labor 
union?" The general response of the total respondent ~o was that 78.3 per 
cent approved of the proposition. 
Analysis of the data by social ewsSl shows a direot relationship of ac-
ceptance of the value in terms of Williams's prediction, the lower the social 
class, the greater was the acoeptance of the idea of unionization. However, 
the data seems to contravert Williams's contention that the wage worker is 
passively resistant to unionization. This is not an une:Jq>ected response since 
it oould be assumed that the occupational level of Classes II and ill would be 
congruent with unionization. One could, on the other hand, assume a greater 
proportion of professional and selt'-employed in Class I (one of the criteria 
of Hollingshead's Index of Social Position) which would make this question some-
what aoadeldo to these respondents. 
50 See Table XXXIII, p. 90. 
5lgee Table XXXIII, p. 90. 
I"""" 
90 
TABLE XXXUI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL ClASS TO QUESTION 22 
- -
-
YES NO OON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS NuIl- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent her Cent ber Cent her Cent 
I 50 65.8 24 31.6 2 2.6 76 100.0 
n 54 37.1 8 12.9 0 .0 62 100.0 
III 37 88.1 4 9.5 1 2.4 42 100.0 
TOTAL 14l 78.3 )6 20.0 3 1.7 180 100.0 
52 When the data was compared by age groups a general.ly direct relationship 
of acceptance of the proposition and the idea of unionization was found, with 
the exoeption of the 35-49 age group. 
TABLE XXXIV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 22 
AGE YES NO OON'T TOTAL KNCM 
GROUP Num.- Per NUDl- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent her Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 43 68.2 19 )0.2 1 1.6 63 100.0 
35 ... 49 63 87.5 7 9.7 2 2.8 72 100.0 
5Q..64 35 77.8 10 22.2 0 .0 45 100.0 
TOTAL l4l 78.3 )6 .20.0 3 1.7 180 100.0 
52See Table XXXIV, p. 90. 
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A general trend toward a direct relationship of social class and the re-
jection of unionism is indioated in the data b,y oombined social class and age 
group,53 again with the distinct exception of the 35-49 age group of Class II. 
This trend is most apparent in the responses of the 20-34 and 50-64 age groups. 
The lower the social class of these respondents, the greater is their acceptance 
of unionism. However, the response of the 35-49 age groups seems to fit the 
theor.r that this particular oategor,r is represented to a high degree by high~ 
motivated, upward17 IIIObUe strivers. A favorable attitude toward unionization 
1«)uld not fit within the pattern of individual competition and effort which is 
characteristio ot this type of social. group. 
In SUIII&l",Y, the general. majority response of the total respondent group 
seems to indicate, with some minor exceptions, an acceptanoe of Williams's 
dominant culture values conoerning occupation, and generally in the pattern 
Williams predicted. The reader will recall that the three major dominant values 
were: first, socio-econoDd.c success should be due to personal qualities and 
achievements; secondly, that there is a widespread. oonviotion among wage workers 
that success is due more to pull, connections or luck; and thirdly, that wage 
workers are not union-inclined without question. 
The analysis ot the responses to our thesis questions presented a direct 
relationship of social clus and age group to the acoeptance of the dominant 
culture values sometimes desoribed as the "American Dream, If or more preoise~, 
the belief that socio-economic sucoess is due to personal. qualities and 
achievements. 1b1s response pattern supports our thesis hypothesiS of a direct 
53 See Table XXXV, p. 92. 
'~ 
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TABLE XXXV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUES nON 22 
, 
AGE ClASS I CIASS n CIASS III 
GROUP YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'1 TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOrAL 
KNOW KNOW KNOW 
--
N % N % N % N % N % N % N /) N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 12 48.0 12 48.0 1 4.0 2S 100.0 17 77.3 S 22.7 o .0 22 100.0 14 87.S 2 12.S 0 .0 16 100.0 
3S-49 27 79.4 6 17.6 1 2.9 34 100.0 22 100.0 0 .0 p .0 22 100.0 14 87.5 1 6.3 1 6.2 16 100.0 
S0-64 11 64.7 6 3S.3 0 .0 17 100.0 lS 83.3 3 16.7 o .0 18 100.0 9 90.0 1 10.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL So 6S.8 24 31.6 2 2.6 76 100.0 S4 87.1 8 12.9 P .0 ~2 100.0 37 88.1 4 9.S 1 2.4 42 100.0 
\.0 
I\) 
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rela.tionship of acoeptance of doJldnant attitudes by social class, and does not. 
support our thesis hypothesis of an inverse relationship of acceptance of 
dominant attitudes by age group by' the Catholic ethnic group studied. 
Williams's contention that a growing belief by the wage worker in Itpu1l, 
luck or connections" seems to be bome out by the data. The lower the social 
class and the older the age group of the respondent, the greater 18 the ac-
ceptance of this dominant value. Since this relationship of acceptance or 
rejection is direct in terms of both social class and age group, our thesis 
hypothesis is supported in the former and denied in the latter. 
F'inally, the analysis at the attitude toward unionization by the respondent 
group indicates a genera.lly direct relationship of social class and age group in 
the acceptance of the idea ot unionization. Therefore, the social clus hy-
pothesis is supported and the age group hypothesis is denied. 
However, the data did present some 1nterest~, if somewhat anomalous or 
contradiotory, pattems of response by' both social class and age group. These 
anomalies need SODle interpretation and explanation, especiall1' the apparent 
contradiction ot attitudes which accept both Itskill and ability" and "pull or 
cormeotions" bT both the lower sooial classes and older age groups. 'rhis 
pattern ~ be partially explained by considering this dichotomous attitude-set 
as an accommodation within t~ value systems of the respondents between the con-
flicting values of the "Puritan Ethiott and the attitudes and values evolving 
trOlll real life situations pragmatically' viewed. The older ethnic of lover 
8ocia1 class position is faced simultaneously with the demands of the dominant 
culture to accept its "offioial" values in order to be assimilated (American-
ized), and the acceptance of relevant (practical) ,attitudes toward the reality 
or a competitive job situation. In a manner of spea)d.ng, the acceptance of 
~ -------------------------------------------------9-4--~ 
these opposite values need not necessarily present any great ps,ycho-sociological 
difficultT to the individual respondent. Both attitudes are distinctively 
Alnerican, the difference being that tm belief in skill and ability has achieved 
ur.critical approval as the justification for differential privilege in the Unite 
states, while "pull or conneotions" m~ be considered as possible manifestations 
of skill or ability in the manipulation of people as means toward ends (success) 
The same pattern described above appears in the 35-49 age group of Class 
II, the group which the present writer reters to as "the strivers." However, 
when speaking of the 35-49 age group of Class II, this similar pattern of ac-
oeptance of contradictory attitudes and values as described above does not seem 
to ba.ve the motivational base of the older and lover class respondents. Al .. 
thongh members of the striver group also accommodated themselves to both the 
Puritan Ethic and pragmatism, they seem to bave done so because theT !!:! 
Americanized. They seem to bave accepted, as evidenced by' their oft times er-
ratic response patterns, the contradictions of the American value system in its 
overt and covert forms as exemplJ.fied by' their attitudes toward occupation (and 
education). Perhaps one oan see in this groupls attitude pattern some objeotive 
evidenoe of the sociological ooncepts as incorporated within the "otber-d1reot-
ad personality typeu54 and the "organization man,"55 or as this group's attempt 
to reintegrate personal value systems whioh ~ have become somewhat disoriented 
in vertioaJ. social mobility. 
5~avid Riesman, Reuel Denny and Nathan Glazer, The tonel{ Crowd (New Haven, 
1950), pp. 40..42. -
55. William H. Whyte, Jr., ~ Organization ~ (New York, 1956), pp. 3-8. 
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A third finding, namely, that a favorable attitude toward unionization 
seems to be definitely related to blue collar occupa.tions and lower socio-
economiC position, is not, of course, astounding. However, it did seem to the 
present writer that WilliaDIS was implying that there would be a relatively high 
degree of rejection of unionism by the respondent group. Since the majority of 
the respondents accepted the idea of unions, it may be that the ethnic vaJ.ue 
toward hard work ~ job seourity has oome into Pla3r here. If the reader will 
recall, the natural social area of our respondent group had a relatively higb 
proportion of home-owners (6,5.0 per cent).56 This faot would seem to complement 
the other attitude that Schennerhorn57 described for these ethnics, namely, job 
security. In a sense. therefore, we have on one hand the objective fact of home 
ownership as an evidence of an attitude, and on the other hand, an attitude 
toward unionism that is favorable as the basis for a probable faot. 58 
In conclUSion, an analysis of the responses to the questions by the re-
spondent group indicates, in general, with some minor. variations, a direct re-
lationship of both social class and age group toward the acceptance of dominant 
culture attitudes. The variations, as predioted (but not :in the relationship 
predicted) in our hypothesis have been disoussed and interpreted throughout 
the ~is and sUJl1lll&ries. The data seems to verify to an extent the sug-
gestion that the assimilation process is not smooth and urdf'or11l, but has a 
56 See above, p. 39. 
57 See above, p. 76. 
58 No data is available to verif'y the probabill ty of the assumed high 
proportion of union membership among these respondents. 
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number of variations of attitudes among the ethnics in terms of age, social 
class, and. as we have found, in terms of ethnicity and religion. A number of 
qi.lestions have been raised regarding the signif'icance of these y,'lI'iations and 
these and other questions will be part of the final chapter in which an attempt 
wi11 be made to resolve them. 
CHAPTER IV 
DATA ANALYSIS OF ETHNIC ATTITUDES TOWARD 
THE FAMILY AND RELIGION 
The tamily and religion are treated as emp1rical.ly and lotIioaJ..).y related 
variables. The close association between relig1oW!S values and the structures, 
functions, forms and goals of the family has been comented upon by' some Catho-
lic scholars: "It goes without sqing that tor Catholics who believe that the 
Creator has ordained both the ends ot arriage and the laws which are to govern 
1 it, presenttrends represent serious deviations from the divine plan. The 
"present trends" oi ted in Burgess' s thesis2 that the DKXiern American f'amil1' is 
in transition from the insti tut10naJ. form to the oompanionship fOl"lD. Burgess • s 
dichotoDV of insti tutionaJ.-oompan ions hip family forms 1s used to add another 
dimension to the thesis analysis of dominant-ethnio values. We ~ augment our 
concept of ethn1c-dOJdnant value systems as Weberian ideal types by 1ncorporatin 
three main ideas concerning each of Burgess's polar types. The ethnic value 
system will be characterized by the institutional or patriarchal and extended 
family, as predominantlJr CatholiC, and final.ly, in terms of infinite values, as 
divinely ordained and sacramental. On the other hand, the dollinant value system 
1C18_ nt S. Mihanov1ch, Gerald J. Schnepp, and John L. Thomas, ~rtaJe 
~ ~ F!!i!l (Milwaukee, 1955), p. 8. 
2 Ernest W. Burgess and Henry J. Locke, The Famiq 2nd ed. (New York), 
1960 J pp. 22 ... 25. -
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can be predominately protestant or secular, and. finally, in terms of finite 
yalues, as a social creation and contractual. 
This 88Otion of a.nalySi8, in contrast 1;0 the previOUS analysis of occu-
pation and education, is expected to produce a D¥>re precise pattern of ac-
oeptance-rejection, for if Thomas" is correct in his e'Valuation, Cathol1os will 
not acoept attitudes that oonfliot with Catholic values. 
The specifio dominant culture 'Values4 examined in this thesis in terms ot 
the (companionship) tudly ares 
1. The decision-making process within the D¥>dern American family' in which 
decisions are reached by a lllutual agreement between. the married pair whose 
8tatus is that of co-equal.s. 
2. The indulgence of chUdren within the JIOdern American tud.l1' wherein 
the expectation is that ohUdren expect to be treated as individuals and to 
have their desires and w1ahes considered in certain familT matters. 
3. The resistance (or negative attitude) in the Amerioan family toward 
sharing the household with aged and/or needy f.&l"8nts. There is a relative lack 
of social acceptance of any obligation by the Aa)rican family to aid. and care 
tor aged or need;y parents. 
Sohermerhorn's ethnic (Slav) 'ValUBSS are almost in d:1rect contrast to the 
dominant culture 'Values: 
1. The father, as the bead of the household, makes the important decisiO'l8 
• 
3 See above, p. 2. 
4 See above, pp. 11-12. 
SSee above, pp. 23-2h. 
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alone and upon his own responsibility within the patriarchal or extended family. 
2. The individuality of children is not considered an important value 
within the traditional ethnic family, but familiSM is the primary value. 
3. The obligation to care for aged parents has a high degree of social 
acceptance and had been culturally' supported within the ethnic family. 
The examination of the dominant culture value of co-equal status in the 
.,dern Amerloan family by question 21: "Who do you think should be the hea.d ot 
the family?": a) husband, b) wife, c) both, d) no one, e) don't mow, g) com-
posite or qual1f1ed answer, revealed the fact that approximate~ twice as many 
(63.3 per cent) agreed that the husband should be the head of the family than 
those (.32.8 per cent) who accepted the idea of co-equal status in the fam1ly.6 
Also, the bigher tb:l social class of the respondent, the more l1kely is he 
to accept the husband as the head of the family; too lower the socic:;J. class, the 
more likely is the respondent to accept the idea of co-equal status in the 
tamily.7 
Furthermore, the youngest and the oldest age groups are the most likely to 
accept the husband as the head of the family, the nd.ddle-age group is the least 
likely to accept this ohoie8.8 
6 See Table XXXVI, p. 100. 
7 See Table XXXVI, p. 100. 
8 
See Table XXXVII, p. 101. 
TABlE XXXVI ~ 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOOIAL CLASS ro QUESTION 21 
G 
SOCIAL A B C D E (Composite) TOTAL 
CLASS ~um- Per tfum,... Per Num.- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
fber Cent beY' Cent bar Cent bar Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent 
I 51 67.1 0 .0 24 31.6 0 .0 0 .0 1 1.3 76 100.0 
n 41 66.1 1 1.3 19 )0.6 0 .0 1 1.3 0 .0 62 100.0 
III 22 52.". l 4.8 16 38.1 2 4.8 0 .0 0 .0 42 100.0 
TOTAL ~ 63.3 3 1.7 59 32.8 2 1.1 1 .6 1 .6 180 100.0 
b 
0 
TABLE xnvn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 21 
G 
AGE A B C D E (Composlte) TOTAL 
GROUP Num- Per Nu..lll- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Hum- Per 
bar Cent be::, Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent bar Cent her Cent 
20-34 46 73.0 0 .0 17 27.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 6.3 100.0 
35-49 39 54.2 2 2.8 29 40.3 2 2.8 0 .0 0 .0 72 100.0 
50-64 29 64.4 1 2.2 1.3 28.9 0 .0 1 2.2 0 .0 45 100.0 
TOTAL 114 6.3.3 .3 1.7 59 32.8 2 1.1 1 .6 0 .0 180 100.0 
b 
I-' 
- ~ , 
TABLE IXXVllI 
NUMBER AND PER cmT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 21 
SOCIAL CLASS I 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GROUP Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per !fum- Per Nua- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent bar Cent her Cent ber Cent her Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 16 64.0 9 .36.0 25 100.0 
35-49 22 64.7 12 35.3 34 100.0 
50-64 13 76.5 .3 17.6 1 5.9 17 100.0 
TOTAL 51 67.1 24 31.6 1 1 • .3 76 100.0 
b 
~ 
~ 
, 
TABLE XXXVIII (Continued) 
NUMBER AND PER CFNT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED roClAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 21 
SOCIAL CLASS n 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
NUIl- Per Mum- Per Num- Per NUll- Per Num- Per NUll- Per Hum- Per Nua- Per 
GROUP ber Cent ber Cent her Cent her Cent. her Cent bar Cent ber Cent her Cent 
20-34 18 81.8 4 lB.2 22 100.0 
35-49 12 54.5 10 45.4 22 100.0 
50-64 11 61.1 1 5.6 5 27.8 1 5.6 18 100.0 
TOTAL 41 66.1 1 1.6 19 30.7 1 1.6 62 100.0 
b 
\...oJ 
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TABLE XXXVIII (Continued) 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BI COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 21 
SOCIAL CLASS ill 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
Num- Per Num.- Per Num- Per NUlIl- Per Num- Per Nura- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
GROUP her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
20-.3h 12 75.0 4 25.0 16 100.0 
35-49 5 31.2 2 12.5 7 43.8 2 12.5 16 100.0 
50-64 5 50.0 5 50.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 22 52.4 2 4.8 16 38.1 2 4.8 42 100.0 
I 
~ 
0 
+=-
--
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When the data was analyzed by combined social class and age group9 the 
general findings described above were repeated with one exception. The youngest 
age group of the lowest social class was the lIIOst likely to accept the husband 
as t he bead of the ta.m:Uy. 
The indulgence ot children by the canpanionsbip type of American family was 
eXamined by question 4 which asked: ttWbo should decide where tee family should 
go for a two week vacation?", a) husband, b) wite, c) husband, wife and 
children, d) teen-age children, e) husband and w1.te, g) composite or qual1.t'ied 
answer. The data indicate a nearly even split of opinion by the total re-
spondent group between: 0) husband, wife and children (,0.0 per cent), and, 
e)husband and wite.10 The higher the social class of the respondent, the more 
likely is he to accept e) husband and w1.te. Conversely, the lower the social 
clus of the respondent, the lIIOre l11cel1' is he to accept c) husband, wite and 
chlldren.ll 
By' age group, it is the lIIiddle-age group who is the most likely to acoept 
c) husband, w1te and children, and the leut lilcely to accept e) husband and 
wite. 'l'h1s pattern is reversed for the two other age groupa.12 
A s1 m:t 1 ar pattern ot response holds as described above when the data was 
analyzed by combined social clus and age groups with the exception of the 3,-49 
age group in Clus 11.13 
9 See Table XXXVln, p. 102-104. 
lOSee Table XXXIX, p. 106. 
llsee Table nxn:, p. 106. 
l2 See Table XL, p. 107. 
13 See Table XLI, p. 108-110. 
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TABLE XXXIX 
NUHBER AND PER cmT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 4 
SOCIAL A B C D E TOTAL 
CLASS ~ Per Mum- Per Nl:aa- Fe!" Hum- Per Nua- Per Num- Per ~ Cent ber Cmt bar Cent her Cent her Cent her Cmt 
I 1 1.3 1 1.3 30 39.5 U4 57.9 76 100.0 
II 2 3.2 1 1.3 35 56.4 24 )8.7 62 100.0 
III 2 2.4 0 .0 25 59.5 16 38.1 42 100.0 
roTAL 4 2.2 2 1.1 90 50.0 84 46.7 180 100.0 
-~----. 
-----
---.~-- -~ .. ~-~ ~~---- --"._------------ ---~---- --------------- --- - ------- -----_.. -
~ 
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TABIE XL 
NU1,mER AJID PER COO OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 4 
AGE A B C D E TOTAL 
GROUP Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num.- Per Num- Per 
her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent bar Cent 
20-34 2 3.2 1 1.6 27 42.8 33 52.4 63 100.0 
35-49 2 2.8 1 1.4 42 58.3 27 37.5 72 100.0 
50-64 21 46.7 24 53.3 45 100.0 
TOTAL 4 2.2 2 1.1 90 50.0 84 46.7 180 100.0 
--~---- .. ----- '--------- - -- ----- -.-.-.-~ ------- ~~-------.... -.-. -- -----~~-- '----- L-,_ ... ____ .. ____ c__ _ ___ ~-.-.--- .. --.-
!3 
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TABIE XLI 
NUMBER AND PER cm T OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED mCIAL ClASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 4 
SOCIAL ClASS I 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
G!l)UP NUll- Per NUll- Per Rum- Per Num- Per Hum- Per Num- Per Num- Per Hum- Per bar Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent bar Cent bar Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 1 4.0 4 16.0 20 80.0 25 100.0 
35-49 1 2.9 20 58.8 13 38.2 34 100.0 
50-64 6 35.3 11 64.7 17 100.0 
TOTAL 1 1.3 1 1.3 .30 .39.5 44 57.9 76 100.0 
b 
ex> 
, 
TABLE XLI (Continued) 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY OOMBINED SOCIAL ClASS AND AGE GROUP 'fO QUESTION 4 
SOCIAL ClASS II 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GHOW 
=-
Per N'WIl- Per Nua- Per Num- Per NUDl- Per Nua- Per Hum- Per Num- Per 
Cen~ ber Cent bar Cen~ her Cent bar Cent ber Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 1 4.5 1 4 .. S 14 63.6 6 27.3 22 100.0 
3S-49 1 4.5 12 Sh.S 9 40.9 22 100.0 
S0-64 9 SO.O 9 SO .. O 18 100.0 
TOTAL 2 3.2 1 1.6 3S 56.4 24 38.7 62 100.0 
b 
'0 
-
~ 
TABlE XLI (Continued) 
, 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAl, CLASS AND AGE GRJUP 1'0 QUESTION 4 
. 
SOCIAL CIASS ill 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GHOUP ~ Per Num- Per Hum- Per NUll- Per Num- Per Null- Per Nua- Per Num- Per ~r Cent her Cent ber Cent ber Cent bar Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 9 56.2 7 43.6 16 100.0 
35-49 1 6.2 10 62.5 5 31.2 16 100.0 
50-64 6 60.0 4 40.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 1 2.u 25 59.6 16 )8.1 42 100.0 
I-' 
b 
,.' 
,..... 
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Question 14 continued the investigation into the indulgence of too child by 
the modern American tam.1ly by uldng: "Who do TOU think should decide which 
high sohool the child is to attend?"1 a) husband, b) wite, c) husband and wife, 
d) husband, wife and child, e) Child, f) don't mow, g) composite or qual1tied 
answer. 
AnalTsis of the general response by the total respondent group revealed tl'Bt 
a majoritT of '57.2 per cent of the respondents chose d) husband, wife and 
child.14 
The response by social class.. by all social classes, was.. for all practical 
purposes, nearly identical to the general. response .1'5 
In terms of age group, it was found that the 3'5-49 age group was the most 
likely' to choose d) husband, wife and child, than the other two groups whose 
responses were s 1m1lar.16 
The data, when 8lalyzed by combined social. class and age group, followed the 
general pattern desoribed above with the exoeption of the 20-34 and the '50-64 
age groups in Class II whose responses varied radiCally from the pattern. The 
20-34 age group was the least accepting (36.4 per cent) .. and the '50-64 age group 
was the most accepting (72.2 per cent) of response d) husband, wite and child.17 
14 See Table XLII, p. l12. 
15See Table XLII, p. 112'. 
16See Table XLIII, p. 113. 
17 
See Table XLIV, p~. 114-116. 
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TABLE XLII 
NUMBER AND PER C»iT OF RESPO:tlSFS BI SOCIAL CIASS TO QUESTION 14 
~CIAL G A B C D E F (COJIJJ )osi te ) TOTAL 
~ ~UIt.- Per Num- Per Nua- Per Null- Per Num- Per NlllD- Per Nua- Per NUll- Per ~ Cent her Cent ber Cent bar Cent her Cent bar Cent her Cent ber Cent 
i 
I 1 1.3 31 40.8 44 ,1.9 76 100.0 
n 2 3.2 19 .30.6 3, ,6.4 6 9.7 62 100.0 
III 13 31.0 24 ,7.1 4 9., 1 2.4 42 100.0 
TOTAL 3 1.6 63 35.0 103 ,7.2 10 5.6 1 .6 180 100.0 
-
~ 
~ 
, 
TABLE XLIll 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GBOUP ro QUESTION 14 
AGE G 
A B C D E F (0 - 1te) TOTAL 
GROUP Null- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Mum- Per Mum- Per Hum- Per Num.- Per 
ber Cent ber cent her Cent her Cent her Cent roar Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 3 4.6 26 41.3 33 $2.4 1 1.6 63 100.0 
3$-49 21 29.2 47 65.3 3 4.2 1 1.4 72 100.0 
50-64 16 35.6 23 51.1 6 1,3.3 4$ 100.0 
TOTAL 3 1.7 63 35.0 103 57.2 10 5.6 1 .6 180 100.0 
-
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TABLE XLIV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY CmmINED SOCIAL ClASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 14 
OOCIAL CLASS I 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GOOUP Num- Per Num- Per Hum- Per Hum- Per Num- Per Num- Per Hum- Per Num- Per 
bel" Cent her Cent bar Cent her Cent her Gent her Cent bar Cent her Cent 
20-34 1 4.0 9 36.0 15 60.0 25 100.0 
35-49 12 35.) 22 64.7 34 100.0 
50-64 10 $8.8 7 41.2 17 100.0 
TOTAL 1 1.3 31 40.8 44 57.9 76 100.0 
g 
-... 
, 
TABLE XLIV (Continued) 
NUMBER A.lffi PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CIASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 14 
SOCIAL ClASS II 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GROUP 
Plum- Per NlfJIl,oo Per NUll- Par Hum- Per NUIIlo- Per Nua- Per Nua- Per Nwa- Per 
bar Cent bel" Cent. bar Cent ber Cent bar Cent ber Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 2 9.1 11 SO.o 8 36..4 1 4.5 22 100.0 
3,-49 , 22.7 14 63.6 3 13.6 22 100.0 
,0-64 3 16.7 13 72.2 2 11.1 18 100.0 
TOTAL 2 ).2 19 )0.7 35 56.4 6 9.7 62 100.0 
~ 
~ , 
TABLE XLIV (Continued) 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED roCLU CLASS A.TIJD AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 14 
SOCIAL CLASS In 
AGE A B C D E F G TOTAL 
GROUP NUIII- Per Nua- Per Hum- Per NUll- Per Num- Per Nu.m- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent ber Cent bar Cent bar Cent her Cent bar Cent ber Cent bar Cent 
20-34 6 37.$ 10 62.5 16 100.0 
35-49 4 25.0 1l 68.8 1 6.2 16 100.0 
50-64 3 30.0 3 30.0 4 40.0 10 lOO.O 
TOTAL 13 31.0 24 57.1 4 9.$ 1 2.4 42 100.0 
f-I 
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Finally', the 1ac~ of social accoptanoe of the obligation to care for aged 
or needy parents by the modern American family was exmnined by question 23 
which asked: "Would you say that the children, not the state I should take care 
of the aged?" A majority of the respondents (55.5 per cent) agreed to the 
statement and accepted the obligation to care for aged or needy parents.18 B.r 
social class, it was Class III that accepted the obligation the most (61.9 per 
cent), end it was Class II that accepted the obligation the least (50.0 per 
cent).19 
TABLE nv 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS 'ro QUESTION 23 
YES NO OONtT TOTAL 
~OOIAL KNOll 
PLASS ~ua- Per Num. Per Num- Per Num- Per [bar Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 43 55.6 26 34.2 1 9.2 16 lOO.O 
II 31 50.0 21 43.$ 4 6.5 62 100.0 
~n 26 61.9 n 26.2 , 1l.9 42 100.0 
~TAL 100 55.6 64 35.6 16 8.9 180 100.1 
When the data was an&:qzed by age groups, the response revealed that it was 
the oldest age group which accepted the obligation the least, that is, 
~isagreed the most with the statement (42.2 per cent). 20 
18See Table XLV, p. 117. 
19see Table XLV, p. 117. 
lOSee Table XLVI, p. 118. 
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TABLE XLVI 
NilliBER AND pm CEUT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP ro QUESTION 2.3 
AGE 
GROUP 
20-.34 
35-49 
~0-64 
TOTAL 
YES 
Num-
ber 
.37 
.38 
25 
100 
Per 
Cent 
58.7 
52.8 
5,.6 
55.6 
NO 
Num- Per 
ber Cent 
2l 3.3.3 
24 3.3.3 
19 42.2 
64 35.6 
DON'T TOTAL 
KNOW 
Num- Per Num- Per 
her Cent bar Cent 
5 7.9 63 100.0 
lO 1.3.9 72 100.0 
1 2.2 45 lOO.O 
16 8.9 180 100.1 
The data, when anal1'zed by combined social c1us and age group, revealed 
the same general patterns desoribed above with the 35-49 age group bei"l:'; note-
worthy in being the least acoepting of the obligation generally and particular~ 
in Class II with only 40.1 per oent agreeing.21 
In sUl'lllllal'7, generally tbe Jll&jority response of the total respondent group 
would seem to indioate, with sone minor exceptions, an acceptance of the insti-
tutional or Catholic ethnic values rather than the three dominant culture values 
~ust anal;yzed. HoweTer, upon closer examination in terms of social class and age 
~terences, some interesting and paradoxical patterns ot response emerge which 
seem to belie the obvious conformity or the ethnic group toward institutional 
values. As the reader will recall, the dollinantl culture values were: co-equal 
status of man and wite in the t~, the indulgence of the child, and the lack 
21 
See Table XLVII, p. 119. 
...... 
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TABLE nvn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL ClASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 23 
\ 
AGE CLASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
GROUP YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL KNOW KN<lV KNCW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
W-34 14 S6.0 8 32.0 3 12.0 25 100.0 12 54.5 9 40.9 1 4.5 22 100.0 11 68.8 4 25.0 1 6.2 16 100.0 
35-49 18 52.9 12 35.3 4 11.8 34 100.0 9 40.9 10 16.4 3 13.6 22 100.0 11 68.8 2 12.5 3 18.8 16 100.0 
,0-64 11 64.7 6 35.3 0 .0 17 100.0 10 55.6 8 44.4 0 .0 18 100.0 4 40.0 5 50.0 ]. 10.0 10 100.0 
IroTAL 43 56.6 26 34.2 7 9.2 76 l.OO.o 31 50.0 27 43.5 4 6.4 62 100.0 26 61.9 11 26.2 5 1l.9 42 100.0 
~ 
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pf social acceptance of the obligation to care far aged or needy parents. In 
terms of the thesis hypotheses, none ot our question analyses yielded verifi-
cation of these hypotheles. On the contrary, the data revealed, in most cases, 
diametrica.1ly opposed patterns of response. Among the more signif'icant patterns, 
~irst of all, was that the youngest age group and the highest social class &0-
~epted most the institutional value of the husband being the head of the family 
while the other two classes and the midd1e-age group accepted the ideal of co-
equal status. One had expected an obverse pattem based on the expectancy that 
the upper class youth 'WOuld be the l'IlOst likely to manifest the new attitudes and 
lValues concerning the ta~ that Burgess describes in his coDlpanionship tamily. 
One could SB3', perhaps, that these attitudes retlect an idealistic conception ot 
a role not ;ret brought into being (these youths being most~ single) while the 
acceptance of the co-equal statuI in the tamily by' the middle-age groups of the 
lower cluses may renect realistic pragmatism based on experience (marriage). 
Secondq, in regard to indulgence am child-centeredness, again, it was the 
two lower classes and \be two older age groups who accepted the dominant value 
to a signit1eant degree. Especiall1' noteworth1" in their acceptance ot both co-
equal status and chUd indulgence was the 3$-49 age group ot Class II. ot all 
the soc1al classes and age groups, this group was also the least accepting ot 
the third dominant value-the lack of social acceptance of the obligation to 
care tor the aged. Thifil group, throughout the analysis of the data in this 
chapter and in the pre'iious one, has presented difticulties in analysis and 
interpretation. The writer would advance, tentativell", the interpretation that 
this group is a concrete exemplar of the olassic ooncept of the "middle-class. If 
Not onq has the analysis of this section's data indicated that this group is 
the most accepting of the attitudes of the middle-class family', i.e., co-equal 
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status of man and wite, fillocentrism, and the alienation of responsib1l1ty 
tCMard the family of orientation, but, it the reader will recall, the previous 
chapter22 noted the distinctive middle-class orientation of this group in terms 
of education and occupation. It is for these reasons that the writer would !abe 
this group as a "straining striver" or a "not-yet-arrived" group_ From the 
analy'sis to this point, it would seem that this group, as evidenced by its atti-
tudes, is a strongly upwardly mobile group, still in transition, not yet secure, 
not yet comfortable in its new situs, but removed from both of the other two age 
and social class groups by its value orientations and social circumstances. 
Another unexpected pattern found in the a.nalysis of the value of child 
indulgeDCe was that it was the ,0-64 age group that accepted the idea that the 
ohi1d should have a significant role in the ohoioe of a school. One does not 
usually, or in terms of our ideal types, associate child-oenteredness in the 
older generation sinoe this phenOllencn is con sidered to be of relatively recent 
origin. However, th18 uy be interpreted as the deference of the older ethnios 
to the child in these matters on the presUllption that the child is more suitablT 
equipped by knowledge and experience of American schools to make a prudential 
~hoice than his ethnic, less-educated }:8rents. 
F1na.l.J¥, the third value examined regarding the laok of social acceptance 
of the obligation to aid and care for the aged parent educed the surprising fact 
that the 50-64 age group and Class III rejected this idea to a significant de-
gree. As noted in the discussion above, the 35-49 age group accepted the obli-
gation the least. One could interpret this pattern as perhaps a gesture of 
22 See pp. 49-96. 
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self .. sacri.f1ce on the part of' the older ethnics. The similarities of rejection 
bY both the 35-49 and the 50-64 age groups may renect not so much an agreement 
in attitudes, but more precisely, motivational differences which manif'est super-
ficially similar opinions. 
In terms of religion, Williams noted a comparative secularization of' belid, 
an alienation from literal dogmas and a note of' expediency and pragmatism in the 
acceptance of religion in the American value system.23 Thesis questions 10, 7, 
and 24 probed these attitudes, in terms of' Church law, among the ethn1c re-
spondents. Furthermore, Williams desoribed a general doctrinal cleavage between 
the orthodox and "liberal" Christian belief's not only between denominations, but 
also within them.24 Thesis questions 8, 15 and 22, spec1.ficallJr directed to 
issues of birth control and divorce, attempted to find the extent of difteremes 
of attitudes .. Ifliberal lf or orthodox, among the Catholic ethnics studied. 
Finally', Williams said that a relativelJr greater role is allowed to lay leader-
ship and to democratio control within religious organizations, especia.J.ly in the 
Protestant sects, but also among the Catholic group.25 Theses questions 31 and 
32 looked for some evidenoe ot this value among our ethnic respondents. 
Thesis question 10: rr,,!ould you say tha.t religion is the most imPOl"tant 
thing in lite?", when an~ed, revealed a consistent warse relations between 
social class and age grouping and the acceptanoe of the secularization of' 
23 See above, p. 17. 
24 See above, p. 17. 
25 See above, p. 18. 
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26 beliefs described ~ Williams. The lower the social class and the older the 
age group, the more likely were the Catholic ethnic respondents to accept the 
dominant value of the seeularization of beliefs. Of particular interest is the 
.fact that of the total Catholic group which can be considered modal in Fichter t s 
!usage of the term, only 71.1 per cent agreed that religion was tM most importalt 
thing in life.27 Over one-fifth of the respondents definitely thought it was no1 
the most important thing in life, a fact that oannot be ignored when one con-
siders the emphasis plaoed upon the importance of religion and religious 
~ractice in the Catholic faith. This pattern is repeated, with the exception of 
the 3,-49 age group in Class III when the data was analyzed by combined social 
!Class and age groups as described in Table L.28 
26 
See T~ble8 XLVIII and IL, p. 124. 
27 See Table XLVIII, p. 124. 
28 See Table L, p. 125. 
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TABLE XLVnI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 10 
SOCIAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
KNOW 
CLASS Hum- Per Num- Per Hum- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 57 75.0 14 18.4 5 6.6 76 100.0 
II 44 71.0 15 24.2 3 4.8 62 100.0 
III 27 64.3 II 26.2 4 9,5 42 100.0 
TOTAL 128 71.1 40 22.2 12 6.7 lBO 100.0 
TABLE IL 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 10 
m:3 NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
!her Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
20-34 46 73.0 10 15.9 7 ll.l 63 100.0 
35 .. 49 51 70.8 18 25.0 3 4.2 72 100.0 
50-64 31 68.9 12 26.7 2 4.4 45 100.0 
TOTAL ~8 71.1 40 22.2 12 6.7 180 lOO.O 
TABIE L 
NmmER AND PER CEm' OF RESPONSES BY OOl1BINED SOCIAL CLASS A~ID AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 10 
AGE ClASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
GROUP YES I NO IOON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON' T I~;OTAL KNOW KNCW KNCM 
N % IN % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % IN % I N % 
20-34 19 76.01 3 12.0 3 12.0 25 100.0 17 77.3 5 22.7 0 .0 22 100.0 10 62.5 2 12.514 25.0116 100.0 
35-49 24 70.6 9 26.5 1 2.9 34 100.0 16 72.7 4 18.2 2 9.1 22 100.0 11 68.8 5 31.210 .0116 100.0 
50-64 14 82.4 2 11.8 1 5.9 17 100.0 11 61.1 6 33.3 1 5.6 18 100.0 6 60.0 4 40.010 .0110 100.0 
TOTAL 57 75.0114 18.415 6.6176 100.0 144 71.01lS 24.2 3 4.8 62 100.0 I 21 64.3!ll 26.214 9.5 142 100.0 
&: 
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Question 7 continued the examination of ethnio attitudes toward religion in 
terms of specifio Church law by asking: "Do you consider the Church laws on 
tasting and abstinence as too strict?" The total response was overwhel.m1ngly' 
negative,29 as 87.2 per cent of the Catholic ethnic respoments said no to the 
question. However, the an~s1s of the affirmative answers revealed once again 
a consistent inYerse relation between sooial class.30 and age groupin~l and the 
acceptance of the seoula.r1.zation of beliefs as a dominant value. These general 
findings were found again when the data was aIlaly'zed b7 combined social olass 
and age groupings.32 
Question 7 did not possess the sensitivity toward the secularization of be-
liefs it might have had prior to the relatively recent liberalization and null1-
fication of the laws oonoerning fast and abstinence, however, the minority 
opinion, although admittedly small, did onoe again duplicate the general 
discovered in the analy'sis of question 10. The relative worth of question 7 and 
its findings May be found in the comparison of these findings and the pattern of 
response we shall examine next in terms of a more essential Church law, that is, 
the question of divorce and remarriage or two Catholics who were once joined in 
a legitimate and valid marriage. 
29 See Table LI, p. 127. 
30 See Table LI, p. 127. 
31 See Table LIl, p. 127. 
32 
See Table LIn, p. 12£. 
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TABLE LI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 7 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS Num- Per Num- Per Null- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent 
I 7 19.2 67 88.2 2 2.6 76 100.0 
II 4 6.4 57 91.9 1 1.6 62 100.0 
III 7 16.7 33 78.6 2 4.8 42 100.0 
TOTAL 18 10.0 157 87.2 5 2.8 180 100.0 
TABIE LII 
NUMBER A.~D PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUES'rION 7 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP ~ Per Nua- Per Num- Per Nwa- Per 
~r Cent her Cent her Cent ber Cent 
20-34 3 4.8 58 92.1 2 3.2 63 100.0 
)5-49 9 12.5 60 83.3 3 4.2 72 100.0 
50-64 6 13.3 39 86.7 0 .0 45 100.0 
TOTAL 18 10.0 157 87.2 5 2.8 180 100.0 
."'""II1II 
, 
TABLE LIn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP 'ID QUESTION 7 
! 
AGE CLASS I ClASS II CLASS ill 
YES NO DONtT TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
GROUP KNCW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 1 4.0 23 92.0 1 4.0 25 100.0 0 .0 22 100.0 0 .0 22 100.0 2 12.5 13 81.2 1 6.2 16 100.0 
35-49 5 14.7 28 82.4 1 2.9 34 100.0 1 4.5 20 90.9 1 4.5 22 100.0 3 18.8 12 75.0 1 6.2 16 100.0 
50-64 1 5.9 16 94.1 0 .0 17 100.0 3 16.7 15 83.3 0 .0 18 100.0 2 20.0 8 80.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 7 9.2 67 88.2 2 2.6 76 100.0 4 6.4 57 91.9 1 1.6 62 100.0 7 16.7 33 78.6 2 4.5 42 100.0 
I-' 
~ 
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A more essentially important Churoh Ul";l was used as the basis of question 
24 whioh asked: liDo you think that the Churoh laws on divorce should be ohanged 
to allow divorce and remarriage in oertain oases?" An almost even split of 
opinion ooourred, with 48.3 per oent of the total respondent group assenting to 
the proposition, and 46.1 per cent dissenti..'1g with the proposition}3 
Onoe more we find a oonsistent inverse relation between social 01ass34 and 
age grouping3S and the alienation from literal dogma by the ethnics in their ac-
ceptance of this value. The pattern is consistentJ the lower the social olass 
and t he older the age grouping, the more likely are the respondents to accept 
the dominant culture attitude. This pattern is duplicated with the exception ot 
the 20-34 age group in Class I, when the data was interpreted by oombined social 
class and age group.36 
The nearly even split of opinion on a doctrine which is essential to the 
Catholic faith is noteworthy-, especially if one oonsiders that the seeming di-
vergence from this doctrine ocours most freCluently among the age groups and 
social class one considers most solidly oommitted Catholics in terms of obdedi-
enoe and deference to Churoh teaching and Jaw. This pattern of response l'llBsY re-
flect an unfamiliarity with basic Catholic doctrine whioh is, in a sense, a 
denial of the efficacy of parochial school training.31 
33 See Table LIV, p. 130. 
34See Table LIV, p. 130. 
3Ssee Table LV, p. 130. 
36See Table LVI, p. 131. 
31See Appendix, p. 
r 
~ 130 
TABLE LIV 
Nu!{BER A!~D PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 24 
SOCIAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL !(NON 
CIASS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
bar Cent ber Cent her Cent ber Cent 
I 35 46.0 39 51.3 2 2.6 76 100.0 
II 27 43.5 29 46.7 6 9.7 62 100.0 
III 25 59.5 15 35.7 2 4.8 42 100.0 
TOTAL 87 48.3 83 46.1 10 5.6 180 100.0 
TABLE LV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUES'fION 24 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP Num- Per NwR- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent bar Cent ber Cent bar Cent 
20-34 29 46.0 33 52.4 1 1.6 63 100.0 
35-49 34 47.2 32 44.4 6 8.) 72 100.0 
50-64 24 5).3 18 40.0 3 6.7 45 100.0 
TCYrAL 87 48.3 8) 46.1 10 5.6 180 100.0 
~ 
1 
TABLE LVI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUES TIOO 24 
AGE CLASS I ClASS n ClASS ill 
GROUP YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL KNOW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 ~ 48.0 13 52.0 0 .0 25 100.0 8 36.4 13 59.1 1 4.5 22 100.0 9 56.2 7 43.8 0 .0 16 100.0 
35-49 15 44.1 18 52.9 1 2.9 34 100.0 10 45.4 9 40.9 3 13.6 22 100.0 9 56.2 5 31.2 2 12.5 16 100.0 
50-64 8 47.0 8 47.0 1 5.9 17 100.0 9 50.0 7 38.9 2 ll.1 18 100.0 7 70.0 3 30.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 35 46.0 39 51.3 2 2.6 76 100.0 27 43.5 29 1&6.8 6 9.7 62 100.0 25 59.5 15 35.7 2 4.8 h2 100.0 
f-J 
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f..;l 
132 
A reL1.tively rough index of edllcationnJ. ac:ievement among the 35-49 age group, 
by 3.11 classes, found that of their total educational achievement, 56.7 per cent 
of it was on a gra'flll'll.8r school level, and that 6)-1..7 per cent of the speoifically 
38 Catholic sohooling, at all levels, was on the parochial school level. The 
iwriter YMkes no inference of ca.usality, but does indioate that somewhere in the 
education of Catholios, a laounae exists in the tmderstanding and appreciation 
of doctrine. 
The attitude of tb:! ethn.ic respondents toward an orthodOT or "liberal" 
interpretation of Christian beliefs was partially e:x:ardned by question 8: It All 
things being equal, would you expect a Cat,holie married woman to have more 
children than a non-Catholic married woman?" The general response of the total 
respondent group was a majority rejection (59.h per cent) of the proposition.39 
However, when the data is analyzed by social class40 and by age group,41 we find 
an inverse relation between social class and age group and the acceptance of the 
dominant culture value. That is to say, thf; lower the social class and the 
older the age group, the greater is the acceptance of the liberal interpretation 
of Christian belief. This pattern holds true .. with the exception of the .35-49 
age group, when the data was analyzed by' combined social class 'lnd age group.42 
.38See Appendix, p. 
39See Table LVII, p. 13]. 
40See Table LVII .. p. 133. 
4lsee Table LVIII .. p. 133. 
428ee Table LIX, p. 134. 
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TABLE LVn 
NUMBE.ll AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUES'rION 8 
-
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOil 
CLASS ~lum- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
~er Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
I 33 43.4 37 48.7 6 7.9 76 100.0 
II 20 32.2 39 62.9 3 4.8 62 100.0 
In 10 23.8 31 73.8 1 2.4 42 100.0 
TOTAL 63 35.0 107 59.4 10 5.6 180 100.0 
TABLE LVIII 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 8 
YES NO roN'T TOTAL 
AGE KNOW 
GROUP ~um- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
~r Cent her Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
20-34 27 42.9 31 49.2 5 7.9 63 100.0 
35-49 23 31.9 45 62.5 4 5.6 72 100.0 
50-64 13 28.9 31 68.9 1 2.2 45 100.0 
TOTAL 63 35.0 107 59.4 10 5.6 180 100.0 
-
TABLE Lil 
NUMBER AND PER CENT 0 F RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 8 
CLASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
AGE 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO OON'T TOTAL 
GROUP KNOW KNOW KNCk1 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 15 60.0 5 20.0 5 20.0 25 100.0 8 36.4 14 63.6 0 .0 22 100.0 4 25.0 l2 75.0 0 .0 16 100.0 
35-49 11 32.4 22 64.1 1 2.9 34 100.0 8 .36.4 l2 54.5 2 9.1 22 100.0 4 25.0 11 68.8 1 6.2 16 100.0 I 
50-64 1 41.2 10 58.8 0 .0 17 100.0 4 22.2 1.3 72.2 1 5.6 18 100.0 2 20.0 8 80.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 33 43Jl 37 48.7 6 7.9 16 100.0 20 32.2 39 62.9 3 4.8 62 100.0 10 23.8 31 73.8 1 2.4 42 100.0 
I-' 
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This majorit,r rejection of 59.4 per oent of the respondents of the expeo-
tation that a Catholic wife would prObab~ have more ohildren than a non-Catho-
lio wife, of oourse, does not in itself indio ate a denial of ohurch doctrine. 
This response may be a denial of the oausal relation between Catholioity and 
Catholio injunotions against artificial birth oontrol and large Catho1io fami-
lies. In other words, one oould infer that the response desoribes an acoeptance 
on the part of these Catholio ethnics that families can be limited (morally) in 
muoh the same marmer that the dominant oulture acoepts the rationality and logio 
of family planning. 
The response, therefore, oan be oonsidered to desoribe more the asSim11atiOI 
of a dominant oulture value (smaller families) and the rejeotion of an ethnio 
value (larger or large families) rather than any rejeotion of an exolusive~ 
Catholio belief or value. 
A more sensitive probe of the degree of aooeptanoe of either orthodox or 
liberal religious attitudes may have been provided by question 15 whioh asked: 
'IDo you think Catholic married women would be morally' allowed to use a pill that 
would prevent oonception for a month at a time in order to postpone having 
children for awhile?" The majority (61.1 per cent) of the total respondent 
group rejected this proposition and its implicit value,43 however, the analysis 
of the responses that acoepted the statement and its value revealed the dis. 
tinotive inverse relation of this value to social olass44 and to age group;S 
43See Table LX, p. 136. 
44see Table LX, p. 136. 
4SSee Table LXI, p. 137. 
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TABLE IX 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 15 
YES NO roN'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 9 11.8 60 78.9 7 9.2 76 100.0 
II 22 35.5 32 51.6 6 12.9 62 100.0 
III 18 42.9 18 42.9 6 14.3 42 100.0 
TOTAL 49 27.2' 110 61.1 21 11.7 180 100.0 
lWe have seen this pattern in the analyses of the previous questions concerning 
religion, and it is found again in the ~is of the data by combined social 
class and age group.46 
The difficulty this question posed for the respondents is indicated in some 
measure by the fact that one of the higher "don't know" percentages is recorded 
for this question (11.7 per cent) .47 Possibly more sophistioated knowledge on 
the part of the higher class and younger respondents may have accounted for 
their greater rejection of the probability that a drug wUl be defined as moral-
ly permissible in terms of birth limitation. On the other hand, the greater 
acceptance of the possibility of a drug being permitted as a moral.ly' acceptable 
46see TableUII, p. 133. 
47see totals of Table LX, p. 136. 
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means of limiting the family' by the lover classes and the older age groups may 
bave been seen by them. as a possible resolution of a conflict between religious 
precepts and social conditions. The difficulties faced by lower-income Catholic 
families in raising a large family in the modern urban area JIIa\1 have been in the 
minds of the respondents who acoepted perhaps not so much a value, but a promise 
of relief. 
TABIE LXI 
NUMBER AND PER CEN'! OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 15 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE KNCM 
GROUP 
Null Per Num- Per Mum- Per Mum.- Per 
ber Cent her Cent bar Cent ber Cent 
20-34 15 23.8 40 63.5 8 12.7 63 100.0 
35-49 21 29.2 43 59.7 8 11.1 72 100.0 
50-64 13 28.9 27 60.0 5 11.1 45 100.0 
TOTAL 49 27.2 no 61.1 21 11.7 180 100.0 
The third specific question related to the liberal-orthodox value ori-
entation among the ethnics under study, was question 33: ~Do you think arti-
ficial birth control should be used as one of the solutions to the problem of 
overpopulated areas in the world?" The majority of the total respondent group 
(59.4 per oent) rejected the proposition,48 but of the minority (30.0 per cent) 
that did accept the proposition and its implicit value, the characteristic 
48 See Table LXIII, p. 140. 
~ 
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TABIE LXII 
NUMBER Arm PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBTIlED SOCIAL CIASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 15 
AGE CLASS I CIASS II CLASS III 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T 'l'O'l'AL 
GROUP KNOW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 3 12.0 19 76.0 3 12.0 25 100.0 6 27.3 13 59.1 3 13.6 22 100.0 6 37.5 8 50.0 2 12.5 16 100.0 
35-49 5 14.7 26 76.5 3 8.8 34 100.0 9 40.9 II 50.0 2 9.1 22 100.0 7 43.8 6 37.5 3 18.8 16 100.0 
50-64 1 5.9 15 88.2 1 5.9 17 100.0 7 38.9 8 44.4 3 16.7 18 100.0 5 50.0 4 40.0 1 10.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 9 ll.8 60 78.9 7 9.2 76 100.0 22 35.8 32 51.6 8 12.9 62 100.0 18 42.8 18 42.8 6 14.3 42 100.0 
~ 
CD 
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49 inverse relation we have come to expect was found in regard to social class 
and to age group.50 This pattem was rediscovered, with minor variations, when 
the data was ana~zed by combined social class and age group.51 
Again, the relative difficulty this question presented to the total re-
spondent group is indicated in the comparative~ high per cent of "don't know" 
answers (10.5 per cent). Il1t, in the writer's opinion, the really significant 
figure is the 30.0 per cent of Catholic respondents who approved the use of 
artifioial contraoeption as a preSUl'llptively legitimate means to control the 
population "explosion" in some areas of the world. Again, this response pattern 
ma.v be an indication of the relative understanding and knowledge, by social 
class and age group, of specifiC Catholic doctrine and natural law by the total 
Catholic ethnic respondent group. 
49 See Table LXIII, p. 140. 
50See Table LXIV, p. 140. 
51 See Table J.:lV, p. 141. 
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TABLE LXIn 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL ClASS 1'0 QUESTION 33 
-
I'm NO OON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS ~um- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
~r Cent ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
I 12 15.8 56 73.7 8 9.2 76 100.0 
II 21 33.9 32 51.6 9 14.5 62 100.0 
III 21 50.0 19 45.2 2 4.8 42 100.0 
-
TarAL 54 30.0 107 59.4 19 10.6 180 100.0 
-
TABLE XXIV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUES'rrON 33 
AGE YES NO DON'T TOTAL KNOW 
GROUP ~um- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
20-34 15 23.8 41 65.1 7 ll.l 63 100.0 
35-49 23 31.9 40 55.6 9 12.5 72 100.0 
50-64 16 35.6 26 57.8 3 6.7 45 100.0 
rDTA.1 54 30.0 107 59.4 19 10.6 180 100.0 
I 
TABLE LXV 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY cmOONED SOCL\L CLASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 33 
CLASS I CLASS II CLASS III 
AGE YES NO DONtT TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
GROUP KNOW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 5 20.0 18 72.0 2 8.0 25 100.0 4 18.2 14 63.6 4 18.2 22 lOO.O 6 37.5 9 56.2 1 6.2 16 100.0 
35-49 5 14.7 2573.5 4 ll.8 34 100.0 9 40.9 9 40.9 4 18.2 22 100.0 9 56.2 6 37.5 1 6.2 16 100.0 
50-64 2 ll.8 13 76.5 2 ll .. 8 17 100.0 8 44.4 9 50.0 1 5.6 18 100.0 6 60.0 4 40.0 0 .0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 12 15.8 56 73.7 8 10.5 76 100.0 21 33.9 .32 51.6 914.5 62 100.0 21 50.0 2 4.7 2 4.7 42 100.0 
~ 
!--' 
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Williams noted52 the trend of religious organizations toward allowing the 
laity a greater role in lay leadership and in democratic control within the 
denomination. Although this trend is more characteristic of the Protestant 
denominations, Williams believes that American Catholicism is more notab~ in-
clined to imitate this value than either the European or South Amerioan Catholic 
Churches. 
These values are partially examined by question 31: "Does it seem to you 
that the priests are always asking for more money1ft The response elioited by 
this question fran the total respondent group was that somewhat more than half 
(55.0 per cent) disagreed with the statement.53 When analyzed by social 
class,54 the data did not reveal a really distinot pattern of acceptance or re-
jection. However, the data as analyzed by age groups55 indioated that the 
youngest age group rejected the statement the most, while the oldest age group 
accepted the statement the MOst. 
By combined social class and age group,56 the data most clearly indicates 
a high acceptance of the traditional respect for the clergy by the 20-34 age 
group in an inverse relation to class. The lower the class of this age group, 
the greater is the rejection of the proposition. 
52 See page 18. 
53See Table LXVI, p. 143. 
54See Table LXVI, p. 143. 
55see Table LXVII, p. 143. 
56see Table LXVIII, p. 144. 
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TABLE LXVI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RE'SPONSES BY SOOIAL CIASS TO QUES'l'ION 31 
-
• 
, 
YES NO OONIT TOTAL 
SOO:w. KNOW' 
CrASS Num.- Per Null- Per Nua- Per Hum- Per 
bar Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 34 44.7 41 53.9 1 1.3 76 100.0 
II 22 35.5 )6 58.1 4 6.4 62 100.0 
III 18 42.9 22 52.4 ? 4.8 42 100.0 
TOTAL 74 41.1 99 55.0 7 3.9 180 100.0 
'rAffLE LXVII 
NUMBER AND PER CmT OF RESPONSES BY AGE Group TO QUESTION 31 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
AGE mJW 
GROUP Nu:aa- Per Nua- Per NUJDoo Per Hum- Per 
ber Cent bar Cent ber Cent her Cent 
20-34 24 28.1 39 61.9 0 .0 63 100.0 
35-49 27 37.5 41 56.9 4 5.6 72 100.0 
50-64 23 51.1 19 42.2 3 6.7 45 100.0 
TOTAL 74 41.1 99 55.0 7 3.9 180 100.0 
TABLE LXVIII 
NUMBE..T{ A.lW PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIAL CIASS AND AGE GROUP TO QUESTION 31 
CLASS I . CIASS n CLASS III 
AGE 
YES NO WN'T TOTAL YES NO DON'T TC 2~\I) YES NO DOOT TOTAL 
GROUP KNCW KN{ltJ KNOW 
N % N % N % If % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % i 
20-34 12 48.0 13 52.0 0 .0 25 100.0 8 36.4 14 63.6 0 .0 22 100.0 4 25.0 12 75.0 0 .0 16 100.0 I 
35-49 13 38.2 21 61.8 0 .0 34 100.0 6 27.3 13 59.1 3 13.6 22 100.0 8 50.0 7 43.8 1 6.2 16 100.0 
50-64 952.9 7 41.2 1 5.9 17 100.0 8 44.4 9 50.0 1 5.6 18 100.0 6 60.0 3 30.0 1 10.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 34 uu.7 41 53.9 1 1.) 76 100.0 22 35.5 36 58.1 4 6.4 62 100.0 18 42.8 22 52.4 2 4.8 42 100.0 
€= 
The expected pattern of an inverse relation of social class and age group 
and the acceptance of dominant culture values in terms of religious values was 
not as clearly found in this analysis as it had been in previous analyses. How-
ever, it was the older age group which indicated a desire for more meaningful 
control and participation in parish affairs in their seeming dissatisfaction 
with the demands made upon them for financial support. The response may only 
indicate differential experience between the younger and older ethnics in parish 
contributions. 
A more sensitive test or the desire of the Catholic ethnics under investi-
gation for greater democratio control in parish affairs was offered by question 
32: rtDo you think the parishioners should ha.ve the power to override the pastor 
in oertain parish affairs, for exa.mple, the building of an expensive school?" 
A large majority (67.2 per cent) of the total respondent group indicated that 
the,y would like to have this power.'7 In terms of class,58 it was Class III 
who manifested this desire the most} in terms of age group,59 it was the 50-64 
age group who were the most affirmative. 
The data, analyzed by oombined social class and age group,60 duplicated the 
patterns described above. Class III, as a whole, was most in favor of such veto 
power J while the 50-64 age group of Class I was the most unanimous in their re-
sponse of 94.1 per cent in favor of the proposal. 
57 See Table LXIX"p. 146. 
58 See Table LXIX, p. 146. 
59 See Table LXX, p. 146. 
60 
See Table LXXI, p. 147. 
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TABLE LXII 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY SOCIAL CLASS TO QUESTION 32 
YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
SOCIAL KNOW 
CLASS Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber Cent her Cent her Cent her Cent 
I 52 68.4 17 22.4 1 9.2 76 100.0 
II 36 58.1 17 27.4 9 14.5 62 100.0 
III 33 78.6 7 16.7 2 4.8 42 100.0 
TOTAL 121 67.2 41 22.8 18 lO.O l80 lOO.O 
'-
TABLE LXX 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY AGE GROUP TO QUESTI~ 32 
AGE YES NO DON'T TOm KNeW 
GROUP 1Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per N1.1m- Per 
~ Cent her Cent bar Cent bar Cent 
20-34 40 63.5 18 2B.l 5 7.9 63 100.0 
35-49 46 6.3.9 16 22.2 10 13.9 72 100.0 
50-64 .35 77.8 7 35.6 3 6.7 45 100.0 
'roTAL 121 67.2 41 22.8 18 lO.O 180 100.0 
1 
TABLE LXXI 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONSES BY COMBINED SOCIt>1 CLASS AND AGE GROUP 'ro QUESTION 32 
CLASS I ClASS II CLASS III 
AGE 
YES NO OON'T TOTAL YES NO DONtT TOTAL YES NO DON'T TOTAL 
GROUP KNOW KNOW KNOW 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
20-34 17 68.0 7 28.0 1 4.0 25 100.0 10 45.4 8 36.4 4 18.2 22 100.0 13 81.2 3 18.8 0 .0 16 100.0 
35-49 19 55.9 9 26.5 6 17.6 34 100.0 14 63.6 5 22.7 3 13.6 22 100.0 13 81.2 2 12.5 1 6.2 16 100.0 
50-64 16 94.1 1 5.9 0 .0 17 100.0 12 ~.7 4 22.2 2 11.1 18 100.0 7 70.0 2 20.0 1 10.0 10 100.0 
TOTAL 52 68.4 17 22.4 iJ 9.2 76 100.0 36 58.1 17 27.4 9 14.$ 62 100.0 33 78.6 7 16.7 2 4.8 42 100.0 
~ 
-.J 
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The response, generally, is remarkable if one oonsiders the fact that this 
issue ocncerning the ownership and oontrol of ohurch property (CahenslJ'ism) is 
thought to have been quite definitely settled in the United States. Th:is re-
sponse oould be considered both an indication of the absorption of dominant 
values not too well understood by these respondents and a reflection of vestiges 
of former ethnic values. The older generation was familiar with a degree of 
oontrol over Church affairs in the Old Countr,r not permitted in the New World. 
In SUJllDl8l')", the general majority response of the total respondent group 
seems to indicate, at first glance, that the ethnics under study have chosen to 
confirm their aoceptance of Catholic values, with some variations. However, 
analysis of the data reTea.ls that a clear inverse relationship of social class 
and age group toward the acoeptance of dom:lnant (secular) culture attitudes 
exist within the study group. We may advance, as a broad generaJ.isation, that 
the younger the age group and the higher the social class pOSition of the re-
spondent, the more lilce17 is he to accept definitely Catholio attitudes. 
Conversely', the older the age group and the lower the social class of the re-
spondent, the more likely is he to aocept definitely secular attitudes. Sig-
nificantly, this inverse relationship of social class and age group toward the 
acoeptance of secular attitudes, with Jltirubr variations, is found. consistently 
throughout the analysis of attitudes toward religion. This pattern, of course, 
means that the thesis hypothesis has not been supported by the data. 
Although the response to each question had been given some interpretation 
in the analysis of the data, several patterns of response were of such interest 
as to require further comment. First of all, it should be recalled that only 
71.1 per cent of the total respondent group affirmed the proposition that 
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"religion is the most important thing in life. It Seoondly, 48.3 per cent of the 
respondent group would like to see the Churoh law prohibiting divorce and re-
marriage of divorced persons changed. Thirdly, 30.0 per oent of the respondents 
believed that the use of artifioial oontraception was a legitimate moral means 
to solve the problem of the Itpopulation explosion." Finally, 67.2 per cent of 
the respondents indioated a desire to have a significant degree of power in the 
control of parish affairs. The common denominator in this pattern of acoeptance 
of secular attitudes by the older age groups and the lower olasses in the re-
spondent group may be differential educational achievelllmt and pragmatism. 
Logically', one would have expected the younger age groups and the higher social 
class respondents to manifest a greater degree ot acceptance related to age 
(relatiw receD.C7 ot training in a secular culture) and to class (seoular atti-
tudes assumed to be upper and middle class a.ttitudes). Since this was not the 
case, one oould asaWlle 88 a possible explanation, a difterential educational 
achievement. The younger and higher social class respondent (assuming higher 
educational achievement) IIU\V have interpreted am ansvered questions in terms of 
his tactual aCade1ldc knowledge or in his understanding of the philosophical and 
theological implioations of the questions. The older age group and the lower 
class respondent (again assuming a lower educational achievement) may have 
interpreted am answered the questiona in terms more pragmatio. Questions lIlBiY 
have been answered in terms of the question, e.g., oases of known unhappy 
marriages, personal problems of large families, and personal dissatisfaotion with 
what Dl8\1 seem unreasonable demands by their pastor. 
The major significance of the data ana.l1'8is of these ethnios' attitudes 
toward religion is the relat1Tely prono'WlOed trend toward the acoeptance ot 
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secular values by that traditionally "most ll Catholic group, the older, l<7t1er 
class Catholic ethnic. t.Je have the phenomenon of the younger, higher class 
Catholic manifesting a high degree of fidelity toward Catholic values a.nd atti-
tudes. The writer cannot claim that this study group :Ls or has been radically 
~odified in its attitudes toward central or core Catholic values which Thomas61 
says are immune to secular pressure. The degree of secularization of attitudes 
toward what may be considered oore Catholic values should be noted. 
In conclusion, the data of this chapter on attitudes toward the family and 
religion seem to indicate, as a broad generalization with some minor variations, 
the overall pattern of the older, lower class ethnic showing a higher degree of 
aoceptance of dominant (Secular) values and attitudes, am conversely, the 
younger and higher class ethnic showing a. greater acceptance of institutional an( 
Catholic values. The questions and difficulties raised by this pattern and the 
others described before will be treated as fully as possible in the final chapteJ. 
61 
See p. 2. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARr, CONCLUSIONS, AND CRITIQUE 
The thesis problem was to investigate the relationship of social position 
and age differential of a selected group of Catholic ethnic males living within 
a relatively homogeneous natural social area and their acceptance of dominant 
culture values. The problem was basically an investigation of the social 
process ot assimilation in terms ot an Qrpothesis that the assimilative process 
is not a unitorm one, but that factors such as social class, age difterential, 
ethn1city and CatholiCity have an etiological. significance in variations and 
patterns of variations in the ethnic's acceptance of dominant culture TalueS. 
Since a multi-variate analysis which employed four variables was not feasible at 
this time, the factors of ethnicit,y and Catholicity were operationalized, con-
trolled and held to be constant variables. The age group and social class of 
the respondents were held to be the independent variables in relation to their 
acceptanoe of dominant culture values. Tr..e value systems described by Robin 
Williams and R. A. Scheremerhorn as ideal types were adopted to represent the 
American dominant culture and the ethnic (Slav) culture respectively. The basic 
hypotheses were: the higher the social class of the respondent, the greater 
will be his acceptance ot dominant culture Talues (a direct relationship), and 
the older the age group of the respondent, the lesser will be his acceptance ot 
dominant culture TalueS (an inverse relationship). Four major value s,-stems 
l5l 
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1iere chosen for study: occupation, education, the fam1l1' and religion. 
The original thesis universe contained 2364 Catholic ethn1c males, aged 
20 to 64 years, then employed, who were divided into three social class cate-
gories by means of A. B. Hollingshead's Index of Social Position (modified), 
and into three 8.ge groups by' fifteen year increments to represent, roughly', 
generations of ethnics. Sufficient data was available to categorize these indi-
viduals through access to a complete parish census surve.r prior to the mailing 
of 450 questionnaires which were coded for identification and consequent re-
classification. One hundred and eighty usable responses were obtained which 
represented an 3.3 % sampling of the thesis universe. 
Generally speaking, a majority of the total respondent group accepted and 
approved as expected, the dominant culture values concerning education, occu-
pation and famil1' although in the area of the family some important variations 
appear. The dolllinant culture val.ues regarding religion were not accepted or 
approved, as expected, by the majority of the total respondent group. These 
variations and patterns of variations revealed in the anal1sis of the question-
naire data are not considered affected by' some relativelf minor def1ciencies in 
the research des1gn. 
In terms of sampling, there is an admitted bias in the respondents dua to a 
small avar-representation of respondents in Class I and in the 35-49 age group.l 
There is also the problem of the ralative precision of class definition and 
Measurell8nt since it seems that the class boundaries are not; sufficiently dis-
tinct and exclusive" especia~ in regard to Class II wiich does not seem to 
be so clearlf differentiated from Classes I and III. Finally, the questionnaire 
is admittedly not sufficiently sensitive in measuring attitudes toward dominant 
lSee Table VI, p. 45. 
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values. This latter factor ~ be due to the possibility that the dominant 
culture value system chosen for this thesis is not suffioiently precise. In 
any oase, granting the above-stated limitations, the data analysis did seem to 
reveal sociologically signifioant patterns of variation in the differential 
aooeptanoe of dominant values by the Catholic ethnio respondent group in terms 
of age group and social position as originally hypothesized. 
Some general oonclusions reaohed in terms of age group and social olass 
position were: 
1. There is a direct relationship of both sooial olass and age group and 
the aooeptance of dominant oulture values toward education by the Catholic 
ethnio male under investigation. That is, the higher the social ClaS8 and the 
older the age group of the respondent, the greater is his aoceptance of the 
following dominant values: A. the practioality and usefulness of formal. edu-
oation; B. the adoption of Jacksonian1sm; C. a college education as a prime 
:means toward occupational and social suooess; and D. an unspeoifio approval of 
a oollege education. 
2. There is a direct relationship of both social class and age group and 
the acceptanoe of dominant oulture attitudes toward ocoupation by the catholic 
ethnic male under study. That is, the higher the social class and the older the 
age group of the respondmt, the greater is his acceptance of the following 
dominant culture values: A. socia-economic success should be due to personal 
qualities cmd achievements J B. there is a wide-spread conviction among wage-
workers that sUCCess is due more to pull, cormeetions, or luckJ C. wage-workers 
are not union-inclined without question. 
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In terms of the thesis hypothesis, these two conclusions tend to support 
our first hypothesis of a direct relationship between social class and the 
acceptance of dominant culture attitudes, and tend not to support our second 
hypothesis of an inverse relationship between age group am the acceptance of 
dominant culture attitudes. This pattern is reversed in the .final two con-
clusions which are: 
3. There is an inverse relationship of both social class and age group and 
the acceptance of dominant culture attitudes toward the family bY' the Catholic 
ethnic under studY'. That is: the higher the social class and the Y'0unger the 
age group of the respondent, the lesser is his acceptance of the following domi-
nant culture values: 1) co-equal status of husband and wife in the family; 
2) the indulgence of the child in the family. 
As a corollary, with some minor variations, it can be stated: the higher 
the social class and younger the age group of the respondent, the greater is his 
acceptance of the institutional or Catholic ethnic values regarding the famil1. 
4. There is an inverse relationship of both social class and age group and 
the acceptance of dolllinant culture values toward religion by' the Catholic ethnic 
male under study. That is: the higher the sooialclass and the )"ouuger the 
age group of the respondent, the lesser is his acceptance of the following domi-
nant oulture values: a) a comparative secularization of belief, b) an aliena-
tion from literal. dogmas; c) a note of expediency and pragmatism in the ac-
ceptanoe of religion in the Un! ted States. 
As a corollary, with sone mi."1or Variations, it can be stated: the higher 
the social. class and the younger the age group of the respondent, the greater 
is his aoceptance of definitely Catholic values. Conversely, the lc.wer the 
155 
social class and older the age group of the respondent, the greater is his ac .. 
ceptance of definitely secular dominant culture values and attitudes. 
In terms of the thesis hypotheses, the above general conclusions tend not 
to support the sec ond hypothesis of an inverse relationship of age group and the 
acceptance of dominant culture attitudes, but support a direct relationship. 
The older the a.ge group of the respondent, the greater :is his acceptance of 
dominant culture values. Also, the above general conclusions do not tend to 
support the thesis hypothesis of a direct relationship of social class and the 
acceptance of dominant culture values, but support an inverse relationship. 
The lower the social class of the respondent, the greater is his acceptnace of 
dominant culture values. These patterns will be examined in detail as the 
generalizations derived from specific response patterns are discussed and an 
attempt will be made to interpret these findings. 
The total respondent group, in its pa. tterns of acceptance of the dominant 
culture values toward education manifested, with SOlll:! minor variations, a direct 
relationship to social class and age group. These patterns seem to indicate the 
presence of several distinct motivational bases as exemplified by the following 
response patterns: both the 20-34 and the 50-64 age groups of the lower classes 
least accept the concept of Jacksonianism and the value of a college education 
for girls. On the other hand" the .35-49 age groups of the higher classes least 
accept the idea of Jacksonianism and most accept the value of a college educ~~ 
for girls. One possible interpretation of this variation of response is the 
presence of at least three distinct sources of motivation, each related to age 
group as discussed previ0U8~.2 HYPothetically, these responses could 
2See above, pp. 71-72. 
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possibly be related to olass faotors in the 20-34 age group, to social mobility 
in the 35-49 age group, and to a primarily ethnic orientation in the 50-64 age 
group. It would be redundant to repeat the discussion at this point, however, 
this pattern seems to indicate the operational and theoretical importance of an 
investigator being aware that he may not have :responses necessarily" to his spe-
oUic question, but mtq have responses in terms of his question. Since this is 
not only a possibility but a probability, it needs to be taken into account in 
any generalizations and oonclusions to be drawn from the analy"sis of the data. 
The whole scientific question of differential motivational sources in response 
to attitude questionnaires, is, of course, of importance to the sooiologist and 
these response patterns may be a good example of the need for an interdiscipli-
nary approach (in this case, in conjunction with social psychology) for greater 
acouracy and verifiability in attitude studies. 
The respondents in their patterns of acceptance of the dominant oulture 
values regarding ocoupation seem to have an ability to hold contradiotory or 
mutually' exclusive attitudes toward ooC'J.pation. For example, the lower the 
social class and the older the age group, the greater is the acceptance of both 
"skill and ability" and "pull or oormections" as necessary prerequisites for 
socio-eoonomic success. One interpretation is that this pattern JII&7 reflect a 
value oonf'liot wi thin the Puritan Ethic or between the Puritan Ethic and 
ooncrete situations. Sinoe this phenomenon has been discussed earlier in the 
text3 it need only" be noted that the basic question of the validity and cobereno4 
of the "Puritan Ethic" will be discussed at some length and detail later in this 
chapter. 
3 See above, pp. 91-93. 
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The analysis of the data of attitudes toward oocupation seems to have 
illustrated quite clearly the faot that the respondents of the 35-49 age group 
of Class II seem to be an exoellent example of the sociological concept of "the 
upwardly-mobile middle class," or Itthe Strivers. 1t Their response patterns seem 
to indioate that they have either acoepted the contradictions of the dominant 
value system and/or they have beoome somewhat disoriented in their vertical 
sooial mobility. One possible interpretation of this group's attitudinal be-
havior whioh proved to be analyticalJ.y frustrating in its anomalous and oft-
times contradictory response patterns and theoretioally' fascinating in the 
possible explanations of this behavior, is that this pattern may indio ate either 
a measure of marginality or value oonfliot. This group is, in all likelihood, 
composed of mainly second and some third-generation ethnics who ~ be at a mid-
point in their internalization of their reference group's attitudes and. values. 
It may be since they have not had a oorollary horizontal mobility (ohange of 
residence to suburbia) that counter-pressure in the fom of social interaction 
with relatively' large numbers of ethnics in primary group relations .in the 
natural social area may have slowed dow or seriously modified the oomplete in-
termalization of the dominant oulture values by the mobile group of Catholio 
ethnios. Serious value oonflicts ~ be the result of the situation described 
above, wherein the mobile Catholic ethnio group has not been supported, rein-
forced or provided with modeb of behavior by social interaction with social 
groups of middle-class, non-Catholio, non-ethnic or:l.gin in a olass-oonsoious 
residential area where strong sooial pressures would implement the internali-
zation of IId.ddle-class norms and values and conformity with this wq of life. 
A control group of upwardly-mobUe Catholic ethnics in a definitely middle-
class suburb probably would have offered an opportunity to test the significance 
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of residential propinquity and primary group relations upon the relative degree 
and coherence of internalization of middle-class values and attitudes in oom-
parison to our study group. This was not done in the present study. However, 
there is a possibility that it could be done in the near future if projected 
parish censuses are completed in adjacent suburban a.reas. 
The respondents of the 35-49 age group in their acceptance of the dominant 
culture values regarding the family again seem to have accepted to a relatively 
high degree three characteristics associated with the sociological concept of 
the American, white, middle-class, urban family. For example, the 35-49 ai;6 
Group accepted to a relatively high degree the idea of co-equal status of hus-
band and wife, a filiocentrio attitude toward ohildren, and a. definite lack of 
acceptance of a social responsibility to care for aged parents. This response 
pattern oollates quite closely with the generalizations and oonclusions previoUSo 
ly given ooncerning this group (the Strivers) and one could add the oharacter-
istics of democracy, companionship and isolation to the description of the group 
The signitioance of this pattern of response is clear when compared to the 
respondents of the 20-.34 age group who, on the other hand, seem to indicate by 
their response pattems an approval or acceptance of the institutional form of 
family relationships which have been m.uch associated with the ethnic, small-
patriarchal (Catholic) form of family. One could explain this variance of 
acceptance of dominant values by these two age groups by utilizing Will 
Herberg's idea of identification by the third and post-third generations with 
religion and religious praotices, in this case, the Catholic ooncept of familY 
life. The reader will recall that one of the general conclusions reached was 
"that the higher the social class and the younger the age group of the 
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respondent, the greater is his a.cceptance of definite Catholic values • • • • ,,4 
\.;rill Herberg's ideas • .rill not be further pursued at this point but will be taken 
up later in a general explanatory disc'lSsion. However, the present findings 
seem to indicate some tentative support for his contention that religion, or 
rather the identification with a specific religious denomination, may be 
functioning as a basis for social location for Americans of recent ethnic 
derivation one their specific ethnic differences have been smoothed out in the 
Americanization process. One other explanation suggests itself, that these 
findings M9f represent tentative indications of the formation of an~~erican 
"do~stic family It form. This last interpretation. of course, depends upon 
further research for verification. 
'!'he older, 10tJer class Catholic ethnic seems to indicate by his response 
to the dominant culture values regarding religion, a significant degree of' 
acceptanoe of secular attitudes. For example, this group was high in its ac-
ceptance or approval of the follow'ing: 71.1% of the total responden't group 
thought "religion is the most important thing in illeJ tf 43.3% of the 'total 
respondent group approved of ohanges in Church law to permit divorce and re-
marriage ot divorced persons; 30.0% of the total respondent group approved of 
artificial birth control being used to solve the Itpopulation explosion!' and 
67.3% of the total respondent group indicated a desire to have a significant 
degree of power in parish ar.ra1rs. This response pattern has been previously 
discussed in some detail :in the text .. S mostly in relation to the signifioance 
4see above, p. 154. 
'See above, pp. 148-150. 
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that a differential educational achievement lIIB\1' have had in the responses. How-
ever, in another context, these findings may give some indication that secularism 
is mald.ng inroads into specific Catholic values and attitudes in this group. 
This trend mu.st be cautious4r interpreted since this stud7 represents on4r a 
miniscule investigation. Nor does it i.mp4r there is any specifiC correlation 
between attitudes (verbal) and religious behavior (actual). The presence of 
these trends in the findings emphasized the necessity for further research into 
this sensitive area of Catholic values vis-a-vis secular values and the conee-
---
quences of secularization as related to actual behavior. 
A number ot signiticant questions have been reserved for discussion in 
this, the tinal chapter. The first of these questions concerns education in 
some of its various aspects. The thesis has demonstrated that education, or 
rather educational achieTement, should be considered a prime criterion of social 
class membership. It seems that differences in the acoeptance of dominant 
culture values was considerabl:y affected by class consciousness and an aware-
ness of the class differences by the respondent groups. In 1llustration of this 
point, it is apparent that educational achievement was a significant factor in 
the differential response by' class and age group toward the acceptance or 
dominant (secular) attitudes toward religion. A certain knowledge and facility 
in terms of Catholic doctrine, philosophy and ethics may have been required to 
differentiate the secular trom the Catholic attitudes and values. Differential 
educatioal achievement manifested itsell in the total4r unexpected phenomenon 
of the 20-34 age group "being more Catholic" than the 50-64 age group' This is 
incomprehensible unless as an alternative one advances the suggestion that the 
50-64 age group emphasizes more an emotional rather than an intellectual 
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avareness of religious teachings while the obverse is true for the 20-34 age 
group. Finally, the apparent paradoxes noted in the attitudes toward education 
by the several social class and age groups may be taken to reflect judgments 
made by differentially educated respondents who IlI.81' be regarding the whole 
question either in the abstract or in the concrete. These responses also ~ 
reflect the general controversy in American society regarding the nature, 
purpose and goals of education. 
This thesis and its data has raised a serious question regarding the 
validity of the so-called "Puritan Ethic lt and its relevance to the total Ameri-
can SOCiety, that is, its application to social classes other than the upper-
middle-class. In this work and in others, the term "middle-class ethic lt and 
"Puritan Ethic" have been used interchangeably under the assumption that it is 
the attitude-value system of this relatively large social category. However, 
it seems that the concept of the Puritan Ethic should be more precisely applied 
to the members of the upper-middle-class, tor it was our comparatively upper-
middle-class respondents who accepted the dominant culture values JIOSt clearly, 
while the respondents of the two lower classes, at times, showed degrees of 
relative ambiguity in their patterns ot acceptance. Therefore, it ma.y be in-
terred that the values presented were not as meaningful to the total respondent 
group as they were to the respondents identified as Class I. Perhaps a further 
investigation of Class I type respondents would oonfirm to some degree that they 
possess a particular ethic than cannot be assumed to be the ethic of the entire 
amorphous and anomalous social category' we tem the If AJl'lerican middle-class." 
Another basic question arose during the research of the value systems of 
American versus ethnic: Are American and European (ethnic ( value systems 
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mutuallT contradictory or opposite, or do they place themselves near each other 
along a continuum. of Western values? The American Protestant Ethos is consider-
ed a variant of the European Protestant Ethos, and so the argument may be ad-
vanced that American value systems may be basica.lly" European values with socio-
cultural variations. An assumption waa initially made that the dominant culture 
value system differed radically, that is, was a polar opposite to the ethnic 
value system. It was assumed that there was a difference in kind, when actually 
it "IfII1Y' ha1llJlB been but a difterence in degree. One could posit as an argument tor 
the hypothesis given that bas1c~ European and AJ/lerican values have the same 
or at least s1m1lar socio-historical roots, the common social heritage of' the 
Western culture which includes elements of Judeo-Christian theology J Greek phi-
losophy, Roman law, French social theory and ccncepts of govel"!lJlJent and aco-
noDlics as developed within English institutions. One could then possibly inter 
or reasonably expect from a comparative analysis of value systems not a unique 
system of American values, but a peculiarly American emphasis upon certain 
European values within the American social situation. 
By social situation we ref'er to the fact that a rich, virgin COl.Ultry such 
as the Urd.ted states offered pract1eally unlind.ted opportl.Ul1ties in many areas 
of endeavor for those persons so motivated to seek and grasp such opportunities. 
These persons so motivated to seek a new ille, that is, economic advancement, 
political or religious t'reedoUl, social equality or an escape from. social in-
equality, were ma~ persons of European derivation. Motivation toward any of 
these goals indicates that a value was placed on the goal. In this context 
American values .y be considered basic European values which were satisfied 
within a physical and socio-cultural context (relative lack of socio-cultural 
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intped.i.ments) which was admirably suited for the pursuit and possession of these 
goals (values). OVer a span of decades within which JIi1l1ons of European 
immigrants satisfied their desire to possess these goals (values), the theory 
arose that this value system was an American invention. However, -what. had 
occurred was basic European values were prorlded with a physico-.socio-cult.ural 
environment within which these particular values could be pursued suocess.fu.lly. 
In time, the success of European immigrants in sat1af.y1ng their European aspi-
rations in the United States became identified as a system of purel¥ American 
values. 
Therefore, it vas sOOlEJWhat of an assumption to believe that a contradictory 
relationship 1s present between European and Amerioan values and value systems. 
A contradictor,r relationship between the two value S18tema ms::r perhaps be 
assumed on the pragmatio basis of the differential probability of satisfaction 
of these values (goals). The data analysis seems to indicate that there ET be 
no ditference in kind between the d01ldnant oulture value systeJ18 and the ethnic 
(Slav) yalue syatelll, but a difterence in the degree to which the etbn1cs are 
able to satisfy their aspirations for the same or s1.n.ar goa.la (valves). 
Furthermore, the 88S1lJll8d differences in value orientat:1Dns between AlIler10ans and 
ethnios mq only represent a differential fudl1aritu with the institutional 
means of sat1sfying these values by these two groups. 
In light ot the previous discussion of the Puritan Ethic and what seems 
only an apparent and possibly not real dichotonv between ttle dom1na.nt culture 
system of values ark! the ethnic value STstem, the basic question is raised 
ooncerning the usefulness of Williams's descriptive analysis of the American 
value system as a basis for comparative al'Jlillyeis between Alnerican and European 
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(ethnio) values. Williams, himself, had specifically oautioned the reader in 
regard to the validity and verifiability of his oulture themes and had admitted 
that none of his values, praotical.ly speaking, are dominant unequivocally. He 
had pointed out that JOOst of his values are generalized pattems, based on a 
measure of judgment of oredible information rather than rigorously systematic 
data.6 These elell'lSllts of generality and subjectivity in delimiting values and 
value systems in the dominant culture coupled with the tact that the ethnic 
values were not always explicit, but inferred, and in salle cases, somewhat v~ 
developed problems in the an~1s and interpretation of the thesis data. With-
out attempting to declaim personal respont'ib1l1ty for any deficiencies in the 
analysis and interpretation within the thesis, it is, however, subm1tted that 
Williams's desoriptive analysis of American values is not operationalJ.y suit-
able for EIIlpirical analysis. Valuable as WilH8lI18's work is, in its present 
generalized form. it takes too much for granted which needs to be initially veri-
fied by strictly' controlled empirical research before one can use these values 
as a basis for oomparative analTsis. However one appreciates the significance 
of subjective meaning in terms of values, it is still necess&ry' to operation-
alize values for precise and definitive investigation in order that a "value"-
will be verified &8 a real or oonorete determinant in human behavior by an 
entp1r1cal referent which~ be used in replioating studies. Replication of 
studies is indispensable it one is creating a cultural synthesis called the 
"American Value system." 
The hypothesis advanced by Will Herberg that the third-and-post-tbird 
generatiorlB of ethnics are tuming toward religion as a means of identification 
6 See above, pp. 13-14. 
'I: 
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as expressed in the saying, '''What the son wishes to forget, the grandson wishes 
to remember' It 7 seems to have been tentatively supported by our thesis data, 
espeoially in terms of the family and religion. 8 The findings of this thesis 
would seem to indicate that further investigation into the signi.fioanoe of re-
ligion as a means of identity, as a "heritage" to third-and-post-third genera-
tion ethnios, would be justif1ed. Perhaps religious values, as expressed with-
in formally oodified canons and tenets of the three major religious faiths would 
provide some clear-cut, definite bases for comparative analysis at values and 
value systems. Religious values in a number of cases can be opera tionalhed in 
terms of overt religious behavior that mq serve as measures of commitment to 
these values on an empirical level. Indices of religious behavior may serve to 
categorize individuals who then may be examined and compared in terms of class 
position, education, occupation and age grouping and their relationship to 
If American If values. 
An analysis of the data presents, as in all attitude-value anal.1'sis, the 
basic question of the relationship of verbalized attitudes and actual behavior. 
Strictly speaking, there is no corroborative evidence within this thesis that 
the actual behavior of the respondents correlates highly with their expressions 
of attitudes toward dominant culture values. Special reference JllUSt be ade to 
the 1ntplicit hazards in ntaking judgments concerning the patterns of response to 
religion and aotual religious behavior which involves such supra-empirical 
7Will Herberg, "Religion and Culture in Present-Dq America, Roman 
Ca~holici8ll'l and the American ~ of Life,lt ed. Thomas T. McAvoy (Notre Dame, 
Ind., 1960). 
r 
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factors as the gi.fts of Faith and Grace. However, da.ta seems to reveal the 
theoretical and empirical importance of comparing actual behavior to expressed 
attitudes it one is ever to precisely delineate values as important determinants 
of social behavior. .Research on the order of F1chteI"a stud;y9 of the urban 
parish is an example of an attempt to differentiate attitudes as verbal ex-
pressions and attitudes as predispositions toward specific social behaviors 
whioh may be ana~ed to disoover the value (s) oonsidered motivationally 
significant. 
One question disoussed at length in the introduotory chapter was the rela-
tive theoretical s1gni.ficance of religion or ethnioity in influencing ethnic 
attitudes toward the dominant culture value sy'Stem. lO It had been initially' 
assumed that ethnioity would be the more important etiological factor and with 
some minor variations this has been the case in the data anal1'ais. "EthnicitY" 
seems to have plqed an important role in the variations of response toward 
educational and religious values of the respondents which was not congruent 
with their age group or social class.ll It may be further proposed in light of 
our previous discussion of class-related value systems,!! that ethnicity had 
(relative degrees of attachment to cultural or national groups other than 
Amerioan) s1gn1.f'icant influence in the differential acoeptance or approval of 
9Joseph H. Fichter, S.J., Social Relations in the Urban Parish (Chicago, 
Illinois, 1954). --
10 See pp. 4-9. 
11 See above, p. 71 and 93-94. 
12See above, pp. 161-163. 
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dominant culture values by the ethnic respondents. 
'the result of any scientitic research is ver:! often the raising of more 
questions than have been answered. Such has been the case within this thesis 
and these questions have prompted a number of suggestions for further research. 
These suggestions ~ be divided, for convenience sake, into two broad cats-
gor1es--operational and theoretical. 
Operationally', we may list the follOWing research techniques and procedures 
first, an operationalized (heuristic) definition of ethnicity that will truly 
d1stmguish an ethnic frolll an American. (We may be working from. the wrong 
direction; perhaps we need an operationalised definition of an "American.") 
Perhaps the use of suoh criteria as the ability of the respondent to at least 
understand (if not speak, read or write) a foreign language and his membership 
and participation in identifiably ethnic voluntary associations could be uti-
lized as empirical referents of ethnicity.l) 
Second, the use of only one ethnio group rather than the indiscriminate 
mixing of groups such as the Irish and Slcwaks and Poles since these groups may 
be as far apart fran each other as to the dominant culture in terms of ethrdc 
attitudes and values. lh 
'1'h1rd, the need for oontrol groups of non-Cathol1cs and non-etbnics, that 
is, the attempt at the four-cell research design in which the "critical 
experiment" lIlS\Y be done. Then null hTPotheses may be statist1call1' tested 
13JOhn 1. Thomas, S.J., .!!!! American Catholic F~, Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., 19,7, 
14 The percentage of Irish and other ethnic groups used within this thesis 
is believed to be too small to have a.ny intervening significance. See Table 2, 
p. 
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and ooefficients of oorrelation oould be oonsidered rather than the more sub-
jective interpretations ava1lable from simple tables of percentages. 
Fourth, the use of onJ.y two social olass positions, upper and lower, and 
the ollission altogether of the ItJlliddle-dlass (of whom perhaps too muoh has 
already been written). 
Fifth, the construotion of truly diohotomous value systems in the form of 
Weberian ideal types in whioh the oonoern about whether or not these Yaluea are 
already' in possession ot the respondent would not be important, but the degree 
of nearness to the ideal by' disparate social olasaea and age groups would be 
emphasized. 
Sixth, the reoOJRlllendation that further use be made ot Holl1ngshead' a Index 
ot Social Position with the proviso that a sutficientlJ" large gap between rough 
scores be made to permit a olear-cut strata definition. The experience gained 
in this theaia S8e1118 to allow the use of the oriteria of edueational acb1eveaent 
and occupational oategol"T alone as sufficient for strata def:1n1tion. 
F1nal.lJt', whenever possible, the use of previously tested and validated 
attitude soales, e.g., the ItFft scale of T. L. Adorno by which our thesis veri-
ables oould have been correlated with tendencies of our catholic ethnio males 
toward an authoritarian personality.15 
Theoretically', we lI'U\V list the following broad outlines of research this 
thesis suggests as potentiallY fruitful areas of investigation, first, an 
15 
T. L. Adorno, !!. !!. ~ Authoritarian Personalitz, New York, 19$2. 
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investigation into the extent and rapidity of American Catholio sooial 
(vertioal) mobility, especially the category of Anerioan Catholic described in 
this thesis as "the Strivertt in terms of his ability to orient himself toward 
both Catholicism and the "success ethic!! simultaneously. 
Second; a bolder investigation into the whole question of the "secular-
ization of Catholics" in the urban areas. The efficacy of CatholiD education, 
parochial, seconclar7 and university" upon attitudes could be measured. Perhaps 
behavior could be studied in the same terms if fallen awq CatholiDs oould be 
looated by means of parish censuses. It is also proposed that Father Thomas' s 
contention that core Catholic attitudes and values are immune to change, to 
secularization, be put to the test. 
Third; the phenomenon of the apparently "domestio family''' attitudes among 
the younger and better educated Catholics could bear further investigation. 
Also the religiOUS obedienoe these younger and better educated Catholics 
manifested in this thesis may be sane indication of the validity of the claim 
that the catholic educated in Catholic schools stays Catholic. 
16The tera domestio ta.m1l.y" is used in the sue sense as the IttI'inge :':'andly" 
which is seen as a comprOllli.se between the tamilistic am ccapan10nahip foraa and 
as a return to the historic .functions of the tudly. See E. Gartley Jaoand 
Ivan Belhnap "Is a New Family Form :&!lerging in the Urban Fringe_It Selected 
Studies in M~e and the Fam1~, rev. ed., edited bY' Robert F. 'Wliich, et al., 
New York;-l"9 .. , pp. M-l9'2. - -
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APPENDIX A 
HOLLINGSHEAD'S INDEX OF SOCIAL POSITION WITH THESIS MODIFICATIONS 
The original 9,635 McBee oards containing the parish oensus data were 
separated according to sex. The thesis sample universe then contained 4,878 
Catholic males. A further division by age which included as the thesis universe 
all catholic males presently employed, aged 20-64, resulted in a final thesis 
sample universe of 2,164 males. 
These males were classified according to Hollingshead t s Index of Social 
positionl which is based on the criteria of education, occupation and area of 
residence. Each of tbese factors was placed in an index with differing scores 
according to Alba Edwards's system of occupational olassification (seven 
positions) and their area of residence (six positions) based on an ecological 
map prepared by anotber research group. After subjeoting their indices to 
multiple regression equation, weights were assigned to each factor. 2 The 
weights for each factor were: residence, 6, occupation, 9, and education, 5. 
The oorrelation between the variables of residence, education and occupation 
and social olass was .942.:3 Through a comparison of raw soares, weighted 
soores and judged class position. Hollingshead at a1 determ1Ded that the 
--
1 
A. B. Hol11ngshead and Frederich C. Redlich, Social Class and Mental 
~llnes8 (New York, 1958), pp. 387-397. .. , --
2 Ibid., 393-394. 
-
3 Ibid., 394. 
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relative homogeneity of the scores and their congruity with judged class po-
si tions indicated, If a functional segment of the community's status system •• 4 
When there was heterogeneity in the score clusters it was assumed there was 
indeterminacy in the status system.. Cutting points were then made at the point 
of more heterogeneity in the soals score patterns. By this procedure five score 
groups or classes were determined on the assumption "that the d1fference~ !!-
tween the score groups are greater than the differences ~ thin each group in 
terms of class status characteristics."S The five class position system. and 
range of scores are: 
CLASS 
I 
n 
III 
IV 
V 
RANGE OF SCORES 
20-31 
32-SS 
$6-86 
87-11S 
116-134 
As an example of t.he working of Hollingshead's Index:6 l11;he score of a 
fudly whose head works at a clerical job, is a high school graduate, and lives 
in a middle rank residential area would be computed thus: 
Factor Scale value I 
Residence 
Oooupation 
EduCation 
4 ~, 39S. 
>Ibid., .39>. 
6 Ibid., 396. 
-
3 
4 
4 
Factor weight Part1al score 
6 24[SiJf! 
9 36 
S 20 
Index of Social Position ~ore 74 
117 
Hollingsheadts "definition of class position is based on three assumptions: 
First, a f~ls mode of living is mirrored in its home; second, the occupation 
of its head reflects the sld.ll and power associated with maintenance £'unctions 
in the society; and third, the amount of form.a1 education the head has received 
reflects the tastes of the family. If 7 The Index of Social Position is an attempt 
to operationa.1ly delineate "the socially discriminating comparisons people make 
of each other in their day to day behaviors. lt8 
The classifioation of the thesis sample universe began with the classifi-
cation by educational achievement. The seven levels of educational aohievement 
weret 1) graduate training) 2) standard college or university degree; 3) 
partial oollege training (at least one )"ear); 4} high school graduation) ,) 
partial high school (coapleted 10th or 11th grade), 6) junior high school (oora-
pleted 7-9th grade» and, 7) less than seven years of school (irrespective of 
am.ount). The seven positions of educational achievement times the faotor weight 
of , would give the partial score relevant to their class position. 
Al1 2,164 Catholic males had originally been classified as to ocoupation 
(in terms of the parish census survey) by the Alba. Edwards system of classifi-
oation and later placed into Hollingshead's oategories of ocoupation and given 
a factor weight of 9. The seven categories of oocupation used by HolJ.i.ngshead 
may be briefly described: 1) executives and proprietors of large conoerns and 
major professionals; 2) managers and minor professionals; J) administrative 
personnel of large ooncerns, owners of small independent businesses and 
7 Ibid., 396. 
-
8 Ibid., 397. 
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semi-professionals; 4) owners of little businesses, clerioal and sales workers 
and technicians (the technician group was a larger group than normal beoause of 
the employment of a large nlDlber of this category by a major oil refinery) J 
5) sldlled workers; 6) semi-skilled warkers; and, 7) unskilled workers. 
The criterion of residence represents the JIlOSt subjective aspect in the 
oonstruction of the index since it involved the writer's visual judgment of 
residences according to desoriptions given by Hollingshead. These judgments 
were then checked by an independent trained observer and oonsensus was reached 
upon the relative ranld.ng of these areas. The categories used in the criterion 
of residence may be briefly described as areas in whioh the following homes are 
modal. or oharacteristic: 1) a single ... family unit, oosting between $20,000-
noO,ooo, in which the number of rooms per house varl" from a low of 8-10 to a 
high of 25-3~ with the modal number of rooms being 12-15, "Located on spaciOUS, 
oareful17 landsoaped grounds designed to give privacy and is set ott by the 
beauty of the structure in the 'best t residential areas.,,9 2) A single-family' 
unit of 6-8 rooms in the If right " area in a "good" school district but placed on 
a smaller lot than that of Class I. 3) The modal residence is a five or six 
room single.family house located in a "good" residential area in the suburban 
towns. "'lbe;y are concentrated on narrow streets with lots thirty-five to fifty 
feet in width. The houses are close to the street and not so well landscaped as 
the homes of Class II fudl1es. qlO 4) A two-fa.m1ly, three-family or multiple 
family unit in the working class sections of the city. Considered especially 
10 ~., 99. 
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popular with first and second generation 1mmi.grants.ll 5) Crowded old tenement 
areas of the city: l10ver two-thirds of Class V live in crowded old tenement 
areas of the city. These wooden and brick struotures were built 60 to 80 years 
ago.tt12 6) A multiple (fifty families) apartment building in the deteriorated 
areas of the city I that is, slums. 
The evaluation of the Whiting-Robertsdale area by areas of residenoe oan be 
seen in 
~1d., 106. Since in "multiple-fam1l;r houses the owner lives downstairs 
and rent"i"lhe upstairs, the owner gets his quarters rent free I whereas the rentel 
pays for the house and its upieep. However, third and fourth generations of 
iDmdgra.nt stock: prefer a single-family house in the suburbs to a two-tamilT 
house in the 01 t,.. It 
12~1d •• llB. 
I 
il 
!I 
'1,1 ii, 
APPENDIX B 
Dear Sir. September 21, 1960 
I am aaking you to take part in a sooial science researoh project in whioh 
you will be able to express ;vour attitudes ooncerning several areas ot current 
interest. You have been selected at random trom a sample that includes almost 
all the Catholio men in the Whiting-Robertsdale area. 
This projeot has been approved by the Department of Sooiology ot the 
Oraduate SOhool, Loyola University, Chicago, n1inois. I am. a graduate student 
at wyola and I plan to use the information I get tram this study as the basis 
of my thesis tor the Muter ot Arts degree in Sooiology. 
The purpose ot this studT is to gather the attitudes ot Catholio men 
regarding suoh thing. as the tami1y, education, the oomrmmity, work, eto. I 
will then analyze the attitudes of Catho1io men of ditferent ages and oocupa-
tions tor important. similarities and difterences. So, with your cooperation we 
may be able to lind out. in what va.ya we may be difterent. 
The enclosed quanionnaire will take no mre than filleen minutes of your 
time to till out. Included is a selt -addressed, stamped envelope whioh you oan 
use to mail baok the f'ull¥ completed questionnaire. It is addressed to a post 
otfice box in order that I may haw complete control and reeponaibility tor the 
handling ot your replies. 
You will not have to gift your name or address. Your answers will be kept 
strictly confidential and will be used only in the thesis. You will not be 
bothered again by myselt or anyone else conoerning this study. -
If you wish to oheck either myself or this study, you can call the 
Sociology Department, Graduate School, 1o1Ola University, at WHitehall 4-0800, 
and oonfirm the legitimacy ot this study. 
Thank you very much tor taking the time to read this letter and a special 
thank. tor filling out the questionnaire and mailing it back. Your good will 
and interested cooperation is very muoh appreciated. 
Sincerely yours, 
RBSatc Richard B. Smlar 
P .S. Please mail your reply back as soon as possible, preferably before 
October 1,. Thank you. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT QUESTIONNAIRE 
The qu.ationna1re itselt ia euy. Except tor questions 1 and 18, all 
questions can be answered by a check mark or an X. 110st questions need only a 
"yea" or ftno ft answer. In cases where you are not sure or don't know, you 
should check the blank following the "Dontt Know." 
For examplel 
1. DO,.au think moat women want to get married? 
Yes X No_ Don't know_ 
Now, it you think most women want to get married you would check the "Yes" 
answer as it was done above in the sample. It you don't think so, you would 
check the "No" auwer, Ce.g.) No I . It you are not sure or don't know, you 
would check the "Don't know" ~(e.g.) Don't know-L. 
The second kind ot question used otters you several choices tor your 
answers. You are tree to choose only one answer. 
An example ot the second kind ot question would be: 
2. Which of the tollowing occupations do you think carries the most 
prestige? 
a) ( ) doctor 
b) ( ) la1fT8r 
c) ( ) engineer 
dl ( X) college protessor 
e ( ) priest 
f ( ) none of these, but' _______________ -
g) ( ) dontt know 
If, u the example lbon, you think being a oollege protessol' oarries the most 
preatige, you would put an (X) betore that answer. It you dontt think any ot 
the occupations given carries the most prestige, you are tree to put in your 
own chOice, in this caee, on the blank line following answer f) "None ot theae, 
butJ .n 
In &n1' caae, each question requires just one answer except question 1. 
Please answer all the questions and please mait'the questionnaire baok in the 
self-addre ... d, stamped envelope pronded a.8'iOon as possible. 
Before going on to answering the questionnaire, would you fill out the 
folloWing. 
What is your age? ___ _ 
What is ;your occupation? _______ _ 
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What i8 your nationalit)"? _____ _ 
THANK YOU 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
1. What age would lOu consider the ideal age tor a man to 1II:lr17? _Years. 
A woman? years. 
2. Do 10U think "big unions" are a greater threat to the nation than "big 
business" or "big government"? 
Yes No Don't know 
- - -
). Would lOu say' that going to college is a waste ot time it it does not help 
to get a good, high-paying job atter graduation? 
Yes_ No Don't know_ 
4. Who should decide where the tam17 should go tor a two week vacation? 
a) ( ) buaband 
b) ( ) wite 
c) ( ) husband, vUe and children 
d) ( ) teen-ap children 
e) ( ) buaband and wite 
S. Which ot the to11.ov1ng do lOu think m&T be the cause ot intlation in the 
Uuited Statel todq? 
a) ) high prins 
b) ) high waps 
c) ) high government spending 
d) ) high corporation protits 
e) ) none ot the above, butJ ________________ -. 
t) ) doalt know 
6. Do 70U thiak that aoing to a state univerliV gives Catholic children a 
better chanae tor IUccell in lite thlll going to Catholic universitiel? 
Yes No Don't know 
- -
7. Do 10\1 consider the Church laws on tuting and abstinence as too strict? 
Yes No_ Don't know __ 
8. All things being equal, would you expect a Catholic married woman to have 
more children than a non-Catholic married woman? 
Yes No Don't know 
- -
9. Do you believe that everyone should haft a chance to go to college, even 
those students Whose grades in high sohool were poor? 
Yes No Don't know_ 
10. Would you 1&7 that religion 1s the molt ilIportant thing in lite? 
Ye. No Don't know 
--
11. Do 10U teel that people Who work tor wages only should not risk their IDOne 
by buy1nc stock on the stock market? 
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Yea No Don't know 
- --
12. Would you a&7 tbat it is a waste to time and money for a girl to go to 
college unless she 18 going to follow a career? 
Yea No Don't know 
- -
13. Do you think the u.s. and Ruasia will be at war with eacb other betore 
196,? 
14. 
Yea No Don't know_ 
Who do lOU think should decide which high school the child i8 to attend? aj ( ) huaband 
b l ) wite 
c ) husband and wife 
d) ) hulband, wite and child 
e) ( ) child 
f) ( ) don't lmow 
1,. Do 70U think Catholic married women wuld be moral17 allowed to uae a pill 
that would pr.-..... nt conoeption tor a month at a time in order to postpone 
having children tor awh11e? 
16. 
Y.a No Don't know 
--
Would you .17 that .,at of the people in the better paying jobs are there 
beo&Ule. 
a) ( ) they work harder 
b) ( ) they know the right people 
c) ! ) they were luoky 
d) ) theT have more akill and ability 
e) ) non. of the above, but I • 
t) ) don't know ----------------
17. Do you beli.ve that the beat way for a boT to get ahead is to have a 00 lle 
degree. 
Yes_ No Don't know __ 
18. What do 70U think would be tbe ideal lIWIlber ot children in a tamily? 
children. 
--
19. Would 70u I..,. that in order to get ahead D.01t'&day'a, it is not what 70U know 
but who 1'"1 know that counts? 
Yea No Don't know 
--
20. Do you th1ak that the hiah lohoola todq do DOt teach tbe children enough 
,practical th1np to help them in lite atter they graduate? 
Yes No Don't know 
---- ----
21. Whom do you think should be the head ot the tamily? 
a) ( ) husband 
b) ( ) wife 
c) ( ) both 
d) ( ) no one 
e) ( ) don't know 
22. Do you baUe_ that every'man who worka tor .... a should belong to a good 
labor union? 
Yea No Don't know 
--
2). Would you say'that the children, not the atate, ahould take care ot the 
aged? 
Yea No Don't lmow 
---- ----
24. Do you think that the Church laws on divorce ahould be ohanged to allow 
di'9'Orce and rem&rr1ate in. certain oasea? 
Yea_ 10_ Don't know __ 
25. Do;you. baUe," it 18 atill true today that any Amerioan boy oan become 
President ot the United statea? 
Yes No Don't know 
- -
26. Do you think alooholiam 1a the result ot a wak oharacter? 
Yea No Don I t know 
- - -
27. Do)'OU teel that every Catholio should vote tor the Catholic candidate tor 
the Preaidenq? 
Yea No Don't know 
---- ----
28. Do you think you would be ashamed or embarrasaed it it became known that 
one ot your 1mmedtate tamtl1' was mentall1' ill? 
Yea No Don't know 
--
29. Do you think women ahould have been giftln the right to vote? 
Yes No Don' t know 
--
)0. Would you as a. parent discourage TOur child from going into politica? 
Yea No Don't know 
--
)1. Does it aeem to you that the priests are alwaya asking tor more money? 
Yes No Dontt know 
--
)2. Do you think the parishionera should have the power to override the pastor 
in certain pariah aftaira, tor example, the building ot an expensive 
school? 
Yea No Don't know 
--
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33+ Do you think art1t1oial birth control Ihould be WIled as one ot the 
solut10ns to the problem at overpopulated areas in the world? 
Yes No Don't know 
---- ---- ----
34. It Negroes began to move into the Wh1ting-Robertsdale area, what do you 
think most at the people at the area would do? Would the,.: 
a) ( ) moTe away' as qu10k17 as poss1ble 
b) ~ ) staY' and try to pt along with the Negroes 
0) ) tr,- to stop the Negroes by' legal lII8ana 
d) ) t17 to atop the Negroes bT 'riolenoe 
e) ( ) none at the abow, butl 
t) ( ) don't lmov ------------------------------+ 
35. It you thought one ot your tam117 vu beooming mentall,. 111, whom would 
you oal1 tirst tor help? 
a) ! ) relat1ve 
b) ) tamil,. triend 
0) ) psychiatrist 
d) ) tam11,. doctor 
e) ( ) prielt 
f) ( ) no one 
g) ( ) dontt know 
.36. Do you believe that a man lIlUst wait until he finda "the one and only' girl" II 
before he oan hope to be happ117 married? 
Yes No Don't know 
---- ----
Population 
0-7 
8 
9-ll 
12 
1).15 
16 
16+ 
TOTAL 
P~ulat.1OJl 
0-7 
8 
9-ll 
12 
ir15 
16+ 
TotAl. 
Table LXII 
Educational Aeh1e .... nt or Respondents, 
.a,. Class aDd Age Group, In lumber and Percent 
20-34 
I n m ~mAL 
IlIII&- Per- Ium- Per- I1a- Per- lam.' Per ... 
ber cent bar cent. her cent ber cent 
I 4.5 1 1 1.6 
1 I 4.5 4 25·0 5 1.9 6 24.0 10 45.' 11 68.8 21 48.9 ,. 16.0 8 1)6·4 1 6.2 1) 20.6 15 60.0 2 9.1 11 2'1.0 
25 100.0 22 99.9 16 l.OO~O 6) 100.0 
'35-49 
I II III 1V1'AL 
Iua- Per- 1-- Par- Num- --r-Pe~-
r-:--- per.:-Num-
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
1 4·5 4 25·0 5 6.9 
2 '.9 5 22.1 5 )1.2 12 16.1 16 41.0 15 68.2 1 4).8 J8 52.8 
8 2).5 1 4.5 9 12.5 
8 2).5 8 11.1 
)4 100.0 22 99.9 16 100.0 72 100.0 
f-' 
co 
~ 
· 
, Tabla LUI (Cont1mted) 
50..64 
fOfAL 
I II en TOTAL A;LL Ale G£2u.2! 
Populat.\on .... Per. Num- Per- __ - lUll.- Per- .... Per. Na- Per. 
ber cent ber oent. bsr cent ber cent. ber oent 
0-7 
8 1 10.0 1 2.2 1 0.6 
9-11 16 88.9 6 60.0 22 48.9 28 1.5.6 
12 2 11.8 2 11.1 3 )0.0 7 1.5.6 24 13.3 
13-15 8 47.0 -- S 17.8 73 40.6 
16 J 29.9 5 11.1 27 1.5.0 
16+ 2 11.8 2 4.'t .. 27 15.0 
TO'l'AL 11 100.0 18 100.0 10 100.0 45 100.0 180 100.1 
f-J 
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